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Arr. I. Ariftotle’s Ethics and Politics, comprifing his pra€tical 
Philofophy, tranflated from the Greek. Llluftrated by Intro- 
dudicns and Notes; the Critical Hiftory of his Life; and @ 
new Analyfis of his {peculative Works. By Fohn Gillies, 
LL.D. F. R. 8. and §. A, London; F.R.S. Edinburgh ; 
and Hiftoriegrapher to his Majefty for Scotland. . Two Ve- 
lumes. gto. 21. 2s. Strahan. 1797. — 


THE Philofophy of Ariftotle, which nominally held fo long 
poffeffion of the fchools, cannot be regarded as the genu- 

ine doctrine of that great author. Upon the bafis furnifhed 
by the Stairite, a very various and heterogeneous ftructure 
was raifed ; in which the mifapprehenfions, the fancies, the 
unfkilful opinions or conje@tures of barbarous commentators, 
occupied as large a part as the original materials, Hence it 
has happened that, fince the former fyftem of education was 
fupplanted by the prefent, the notions and writings of Arifto- 
tle have fallen into undeferved negle& ; nor has he been al- 
ways fecure from the contempt very fitly attached to thofe la- 
borious triflers, who disfigured inftead of illuftrating his doe- 
LI tries. 
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trines. To refcue him from this unmeri‘ed fate was become 
a difficult tafk. The perfon, who fhould appreciate and re 
commend Ariftotle, muft be himfelf no mean philofopher, 
He muft have ftudied, examined, and compared the whole 
works of an author, fometimes obfcure by brevity ; more fre. 
quently by the corruption and matilation of his text, and from 
the lofs of many treatifes requifite to the illuftration of thofe 
which (till remain. He muft be a mafter of the modern me. 
ese and theories of man, and of a ftrong mind, capable 
of comparing and deciding upon their refpeGlive merits. This 
arduous tafk Dr. Gillies has undertaken ; and, as we cordially 
approve of the defign, we thall not, in reporting on the exectia 
tion of it, forget the jult allowances that thould be made for 
its extent and difficulty. We have not been unmindful of its 
value, while we have, from various caules, fufpended our ate 
count. . 

A moft important confequence of this undertaking at the 
prefent period, is that of placing the fcience of Poktics on iis 
oe bafis. The unfortunate pofition of Locke, that all 
awful government originates, and can only originate, in a 
compaét voluntarily made by free agents, from which Rouf+ 
feau on the Continent, and Price, Prieftley, Paine, and others 
of this country, have fairly enough deduced thofe deftrudive 
principles by which a great part of the owilized world has 
long been defolated*, is direétly hoftile to the more found 
philofophy of Ariftorle, who, confulting Nature herfelf, faw 
in man, not a being originally independent, but an animal na 
turally and inftinétively pelitical; as incapable of exifting, 
mach lefs of reaching the perfection of his being, without 

olitical relations, as without moral and focial principles. 
Fonte the Ethics to Nicomachus, and the Politics of Ariftotle, 
form one body of learning, which cannot without violence be 
disjoined ;. but conftitute what he called his Practical Philoft 

hy. We will not, however, anticipate thofe political views 
which will belong more properly to our analyfis of the fecond 
volume, but take the prefent as it {tands. 

The Preface jultly vindicates the dignity and value of Aril- 
totle’s difcoveries, particularly in politics and morals; and 
clearly opens the plan and intention of the prefent work 
This, the author fays, 
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* How firange! that the rath though atiine palin of a fingle 
ftuident, haftily and extenfively ad » fhould deftroy the fecurity of 
alinoft all eftablithed governments ! Men have had a dreadful leffon on 
the preference of Locke to Ariltotle! 
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st Befides giving a tranflation of Ariftotle’s practical philofophy, 
contains a new analyfi: of his fpeeulative works. This addition ap- 
sd the more neceflary, becaufe the Stagirite’s intellectual fyftem is 

Fe compaétly built, and fo folidly united, that its feparate parts can- 
not be completely underftood, unlefs the whole be clearly comprehend+ 
ed. The.writings indeed here tranflated, ftand more detached and 


. wpote independent than almoit any other ;. yet, without the aid of the 


prefixed ‘* Analyfis,” even the Ethics and Politics would require fre 
aent, almoft perpetpal elucidation. ‘The reader, I feared, would be 

Son tired with che unconneted prolixity of notes ; he will, I hope, 
be entertained by the Analyfis even of thofe treatifes to which, inde- 

adently of any fultantial utility, his attention may be ftill allured 
by a liberal and commendable curiofity. 

« In my work throughout, I am ambitious of exhibiting fully, 
yet within a narrow compafs, the difcoveries and attainments of a 
man deemed the wifeft of antiquity ; and to whom, even in modern 
times, it will be eafier to name many {uperiors in particular branches 
of knowledge, than to find any one rival in univerfal fcience. Con- 
fidered under this general afpect, my ** Englifh Ariftotle”’ isthe natu- 
ral compamion and fit counterpart to my ‘* Hiftory of Ancient 
Greece ;” fince the learning of that country properly terminates ia 
the Stagirite, by whom it was finally embodied into one great work; 
a work rather impaired than improved by the labours of fucceeding 
ages. My time, 1 acknowledge, was miferably mif-fpent in examin- 
ing his numerous commentators; Greek, Arabic, and Latin; but the 
attention with which I have many times perufed the whole of his in- 
valuable remains, with a view of rendering him a perpetual commen- 
tary on himfelf, and thereby exprefling his genuine fenfe clearly and 
forcibly, will nor, I hope, prove ufelefe to thofe who ftudy Greek li- 
teratyre on an enlarged and liberal plan; not merely-as grammarians 
and philologifts, but as philofophers, moralifts, and ftatefmen,” P. ix, 


The work is introduced by a well-digefted and well-written 
Life of Ariftotle, in which the author colleéts the materials 
left by antiquity, and employs them in a manner that does cre- 
dit to his fagacity and judgment. He juftly refifts the calum- 
nies which enty has been able to tranfmit to pofterity, and gives 
fuch a view of the whole chara@er of his author, as is con- 
fiftent in isfelf, fupported by the be(t documents, and hononr- 
able to human nature. “The clofe of this Life we thall lay 
before our readers, as giving a clear and inflru@ive hiftory of 
Ariftorle’s writings, their fingular fate, and the proportion fub- 


fifting between thofe Originally written, and thofe at prefent 
extant. 


_ “ The extraordinary and unmerited fate of thefe writings, while 
it excites the curiofity, muft provoke the indignation of every friend 
to fcience. Few of them were publithed in his life-time; the greater 
part nearly perifhed through neglect; and the remainder has been fo 
grofils mifappiied, that doubts Nars arifen whether its prefervarion 

Liz oughr 





















































— 
: 
* 


_ ee pe err & 


a a) 
errs 


xe 4 ae 
a sienna. tiie ae de ie 


_—— A ge ae 
2 Bes Z 


pee 


> 





6 o pe hae. se 


466 Gilles on Avifloin. 


@ught to be regarded as a benefit. Ariftotle's mantiferipts ahd 
were bequeathed to Theophraftus, the moft illuftrious of his pupils 
‘Theophrattus again bequeathed them to his own fcholar Neleus, whe 
€arrying them to Scepfis, a city of the ancient Troas, left them to hig 
heirs in the undiflinguifhed mafs of his property. ‘The heirs of Ne 
Jeus, men ignorant of Jitetature and carelefs of books, totally negledted 
the inteile€tual treafure that had moft unworthily devolved to them, 
until they heard that the king of Pergamus, under whofe dominion 
hev live’, was employing mach attention and much refearch in cob 
Ging a large library. With the caution incident to the fubjetts of s 
defjot. who often have recourfe to concealment in ordet to avoid rob. 
bery, they Mid their books under ground; and the writings of Arifto. 
tle, as well as the vaft collection of materials from whach they had 
been com pofed, thus remained ina fubterranean manfion for many 
generations, a prey to dampnels and to worms. At length they wer 
releafed fr. m their prifon, or rather raifed from the grave, and fold 
for a large {um, together with the works of The: phraftus, to. Apelli- 
con of Athens, a lover of books rather than a fcholar; through 
whofe labour and expence the work of reitoring Ariftotie’s man» 
fcripts, though performed in the fame city in which they had beea 
originally written, was very imperfeétly executed. ‘To this, not only 
the ignorance of the editors, but both the conditidn and the nature of 
the writings themielves did not a little contribute. The moft cont 
derable part of his acroatic works, which are almoft the whole of thole 
now remaining, confit of little better than text books, containing the 
detached heads of his difcourfes ; and, through want of connexion it 
the matter, peculiarly liable to corruption from tranfcribers, and highly 
unfufceptible of conjeftural emendation. : 
«« What became of Ariltotle’s original manafcript, we are not i 
formed ; but the copy made for Apellicon was, together with ha 
whole library, {tized by Sylla, the Roman tonqueror of Athens, and 
by him tranfmitted to Rome. Ariftotle’s works excited the attentia 
of ‘Tyrannion, a native of Amyfas in Pontus, who had been taken 
prifoner by Lucullus in the Mithridatic war, and infolently manumit 
sed, as Photarch faid, by Muraena, Lucullus’s lieutenant. Ty 


procured the nianufcript by paying court to Sylla’s librarian; an 


comaunicated the ufe of it to Andronycus* of Rhodes, who flourithed 
as a philofopher at Rome, in the time of Cicero and Pompey} 
who, haying undertaken the tak of arranging and corre¢tin 
long injured writings, finally performed the oy of a tkilful editor 
‘© Though the works which formed the nek of Andronycets 
labours had fuffered fuch injuries as the utmoft diligence and fagacity 
could not completely repair, yet in confequence otf thofe labours the 
Peripatetic philofophy begaa to refume the Juftre of which it had beem 
deprived fince the days ot Theophraftus ; and the later adherents 
that fect, as they became acquainted with the real tenets of their 
ter, far furpefied the fave and merit of their ignorant and obicwt 
predecefiors. From the era of Atidronycus’s publication to that 
the invention of printing, a fucceffion of refpetable writers on civ 


and facred fubjecis (not excepting the venerable fathers of the Chr 
me - iecitaeoeiatia ae ree Sa ae 


* It fhould be Andronicus, This error occurs frequently. _ 
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san Church) confirm, by their citations and criticifins, the authenticity 

mot of the treatifes ftill bearing Ariftotle’s name; and of more 
than ten thoufand commentators, who have endeavoured to illuftrare 
different parts of his works, there are incomparably fewer than might 
have been expected, whofe vanity has courted the praife of fuperior 
difcernment by rejecting any contiderable portion of them as fpurious. 
According to the mott credible accounts, therefore, he compofed 
above four hundred different treatifes, of which only forty-eight have 
been tranfmirted to the prefent age, But many of thefe laft con Gift of 
feveral books, and the whole of his remains together {till form a golden 
chain of Greek erudition, exceeding four times the collective bulk of 
the Hiad and Ody@ley.” P. 54. 

Though we have not inferted che notes by which this ac- 
count is fully fupported and illuftrated, we mutt not deny our 
readers the amufement of fceing bow weil/ Ariltotle’s works 
were known to the writers and publithers of the French En- 
cyclopedie! The faQ is properly fubjoined to the paflage 
which fays, that out of more than fonr hundred treatifes written 
by Ariftotle only forty-eight remain. The (uperficial Ency- 


' clopedift, under the article 4rifotelifme, fays, «* Le nombre de 


ces ouvrages eft prodigieux ; on en peut yoir les titres en Dio- 

ene Laerce...encore ne fommes pas furs de les avoir tous: ib et 
méme probable que nous en avons perdus pluficurs,”—‘* We 
cannot de fure that we have them all, it is even prodadle that 
feveral are loft.” : 

To the Life of Ariftotle, the new Analyfis of his fpecula- 
tive works is immediately fubjoined ; a tafk demanding confi- 
derable labour, and a very intimate acquaintance with the writ- 
jngs of the philofopher. Ariftotle, though he faw diftinAly, 
what fome have fuppofed a modern difcovery, that our ideas 
and our knowledge are conveyed to us through the medium of 
the fenfes, was far from being inclined to confound the opera- 
tions of matter with thofe of intelle&. He felt and acknow- 
ledged the fupreme power of the foul im comparing and em- 
ploying the intimations thus conveyed to her, and has, move 
nearly perhaps than any other philofopher, demonftrated the fe- 
parate exiflence of that fuperior and intelleGiual part, which 
taifes man above the animal creation. This he does by an ex- 
amination of the aé& of recolleétion. i 


_ * Every exegcife of recoliettion,”: he obferves, “t is a {pecies of 

tveltigation, in which the mind. may be confcious of its own astivity 

mm directing the current of its thoughts, in wring them from one 

channel to another, in rejecting thofe which hold by no tie to the per- 

<eption or image of which it is in queft, and in preferring, examioing, 

and contemplating, in all their relations, thofe which, by their connes- 
Uoa with this perception. or image, have a natural ct to roufe 
the one, of to revive the ether,” Ps 46s ges 
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Thus then it is that he recognifes the —— principle of 
reafon or intellect, co-operating with the coarler powers of 
fancy or memory. Me 


** Every act of reminifcence,” he fays, ‘* as above explained, im. 
plies comparifon ; and every the flighteft comparifon, expreiled in the 
fimpleft propofition, indicates a fubftance different and feparable from 
matter, a fubftance totally inconceivable by man in his prefent ftate, 
where the grofs pereeptions of fenfe are the only foundation and fole 
materials of all others, how lofty foever and refined ; but a fubftance, 
notwithftanding, of whofe exiftence we are aflured, by our coniciouf. 
nefs of its energies. ‘To illuttrate this further by an example, Arif 
toile fays, let the comparifon or propofition be one of the fimpieft ima. 
ginable, that whitenefs is not fweetnefs. ‘Thefe fenfible qualities 
which the vulgar afcribe to external objects, the philofopher knows, af 
above explained, to depend on certain motions communicated to his 
internal organs, metions vivid and forcible when firit produced by fem 
fation, more faint and languid when afterwards revived by imagina 
tion or memory. But the comparifon of any two objects neceffari 
implies, that they fhould be both prefent in the fame indivifible point 
of time, to one and the fame comparing power. Yet their prefencg 
to the fenfes, the fancy, or the memory, 1s known to confift in nothing 
elfe but certain motions produced in our bodily organs. If the com. 
parifon, therefore, could be made by any of them, it would follow 
that this organ was fufceptible of different and contrary motions, pre 
cifely at the fame indivi ble inftant; for it is neceffary that the fame 
fimple power fhould comprehend at once the fweetnefs and whitenefi, 
or whatever elfe be the fenfations-compared, fince if it comprehended 
them diftributively, by its parts however minute, or fucceflively in 
ticles of time however fhort, it could no more draw the refult of the 
comparifon, than if the one fenfation was recognized by one man, 
and the other by another, or one of them recognized in the laft cen- 
tury, and another in the prefent, The perception of truth, therefor, 
being altogether unrelated to (ime and {pace, mutt be totally diffimilar 
to any corporeal operation, and fo effentially one fiwple energy, thatit 
eannot without ablurdity be fuppofed capable of divifion. Butall the 
motions and adtions of body being performed in {pace and time, ate < 
therefore indefinitely divifible ; ana although their {mallnefs or quick 
nefs foon efcapes the perception of fente, and foon eludes the' graip of 
fancy, yet the intellect ftiil purfues aud detetts them, knowing that f 
they can never vanifh into nothing by their indefinite minutenel, 

By our divifions and fubdivifions without limit, we ftill leave, in the 
frralleft particle, body with its properties ; and after all the fteps that 
poflibly can be taken, remain precifely as diftant from the gos » as at 
our firft fetting out. ‘This goal, therefore, it is impoffible for us ulti- 
mately to attain; but in the language of geometers, infinite will be 
ftill interpofed between operations divifible and indivifible, between 
perceptions of fenfe and perceptions of reafon, between the nature ] 
Pe mse of mind and the nature and properties of matier, It isnot 

nie or farcy, bar mind alone, that recognifes itfelf; and this 

leétual fubftance, of which w¢ muft be contented in-our prefent a " 
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ly to know the exiitence, and to exercife the energies, is that 
which characterifes and ennobles the creature man, and which gives 
him a refem!lance to his Maker. It is this which, feparated from 
body, is then only, properly what it is, immortal and divine; which 
does not decay with our corporeal powers; and whofe energies are fo 
totally different trom thofe of organifed matter, that whereas our 
fenfes are eafily fatigued, overpowered, and deitroyed by the force aod 
intenfity of objetts feniible, the intelle¢t is roufed, vigkeneds and in- 
vigorated by the force and insenfity of objects intelligible; inftead of 
being overitrained or blunted, it fharpens and fortifics amidft obftinate 
exertions; and finds in fuch alone jts beft improvement and moft ex- 
quifite delight.” P, 47. 


This account approaches very nearly to demonftration ; the 
only hypothetical part is that where he fpeaks of certain 
“ motions communicated to the internal organs, vivid and fosci- 
ble when firft produced by fenfation, mare faint and languid 
when afterwards revived by imagination or memory.” Employ 
only a more general term, fuch as eff Qs or impreffions, and 
there is nothing of hypothefis in it, for that fome effects are 
thus produced, and in thefe comparative degrees, is matter of 
certain knowledge ; thopgh whether they are properly motions, 
or any other {pecies of impreflions, cannot cafily be decided. 
The great force of the argument is that between any two adls 
of fenfation, and the power that compares the two together 
there can be no refemblance.’ The fenfations are diftinét and 
feparate: the comparing power unites them both in a fingle 
inftant, and decides upon them, 

We have admitted into our prefent account fo much prelimi- 
hary matter, that we mult referve the remainder of our report 
one or more fubfequent articles. 


(To be continued. ) 





Art. II, The Shade of Alexander Pope on the Banks 7 the 
Thames. A fatirical Poem. With Notes. Occafioned chiefly, 
but not wholly, by the Refidence of Henry Grattan, Ex-Repre- 
Jentative in Parliament for the City of Dublin, at Twicken- 
ham, in November, 1 798. By the Author of the Purfuits of 
Literature. ‘Second Edition. $vo. 2s.6d. Becket. 1799. 


F we confider this Poem as a fifth book of the Purfuits of 
Literature, we fhall not greatly err in reprefenting its pature 
and defign. It was time to vary the form of a dialogue he- 
‘ween the author and a friend ; and the foliloquy of an ima- 
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inary fpeaker, called forth to give a juft and ftrong reprehen. 
ion to a great political delinquent, was well calculated to renew 
that intereft, which might perhaps begin to be exhaufted. So far 
as Mr. Grattan is addrefled, we find indeed but little reference 
totheformer publication, but thataddrefs concludes at the 148th 
line, from which place to the end (|. 304) the author proceeds 
exactly in his prior track. Wor is the attack of Mr. Grattan 
fo alien to the original plan, that it might not have been inter. 
woven in it: the perfon fuppofed to fpeak is a great literary 
chara@ter, and one chief part of the rebuke is for violating the 
claffic haunts of the Mufes, by an odious and unhallowed vifi. 
tation. 

The author, though he makes Pope the {peaker on the pre- 
fent occafion, does not feem to have propofed to himfelf to 
write in ftri& imitation of the ftyle of that poet. In part of 
Mafon’s Monody on the Death of Pope, the imitation was la. 
boured and corre@ ; but this poem preferves the ftyle of the au. 
thor himfelf ; with perhaps more lines of Pope interwoven er 
parodied than ufual, though there always have been many. The 
writer has even ventured in one place to be more correct than 
Pope, vfing Mathéfs with the middle fylable long, according 
to the Greek origin (4a@neis) though Pope has not {crupled t 
Anglicize it into Marbéfis. Dune. iv. 31. 

r. Duigenan’s celebrated Anfwer to Mr, Grattan’s Ad- 
drefs (noticed Brit. Crit. vol. xii, p. 648) is faid in the Preface 
to have been the chief caufe of this Poem ; conneéting the 
ftrong reprefentations in that traét, with the cireumftance of 
Mr.. Grattan’s temporary refidence at Twickenham. The 
Poem opens in a folemn manner. Some warning voice calls 
up the fhade of Pope from the tomb, to avenge the profana 
tion of his favourite fcenes. It is not, however, hypercriticifm 
to remark, that ‘ accents murmured” can hardly be ‘* deepe 
founding.” In other refpeéts the opening lines are good and 
impreffive. 

What accents murmur’d o’er this hallaw’d tomb, 
Break my repofe, deep-founding through the gloom ? 
Would mortal ttreins immortal fpirits reach, 

Or earthly wifdom truth celeftial teach ? 

Ah! ’us no holy calm that breathes around ; 

Seme warning voice invites to yonder ground, 
Where once with impulfe bold, and manly fire, 

I rous’d to notes of war my patriot lyre; 

While I hames with every gale, or, bland or ftrong, 
Sigh’d through my grotto, and diffus’d my fong, 


We thould, however, preter mld to bland. In the next p& 
ragraph, the lines 12 and 16 are weak and common ; and the 


couplet, Sadly 
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Sadly the fcene I view, how chang’d, how lott, 
The ftatefman’s refuge ance and poet’s boatt ; 


quires certainly “ now, fomething contrafted to that,” before 
the fpeaker thould proceed from feeing to hearing. The en- 
fuing lines are fpirited, and may perhaps be produced as the 
fitteit fpecimen of this part of the Poem. ) 
‘The polith’d Neftor of the claflic hore, 

Mendip, my green domain can guard. no more ; 

Lo, Cambridg droops, who once with tuneful tongge 

The gifts of fcienee and her wand’rings fung ; | 

With him, whom Themis and the Mufes court, 

The learned Warden of the satter’d. fort*. 

For their beft talk my Sylphs are all unfe, 

While more than Gnomes along the meadows flit, 

No more my fabled phantoms haunt the plains, © 

Where Moloch now, in right of, Umbriel reigns, 

His bands from their Hibernian Tophet pafs, 

And clafh the cymbal’s vifionary brafs¢ ; 

Or round my groves, fublime on murky wing, 

Spells of revolc and revolution fling ; 

And as they glide, unhallow’d vapours fhed 

On that falfe tugitive’s inglorious head, 


The apoltrophe that follows is ftriking : 
Whence, and what art thou Grattan ? has the thock, 
And terrar Jow’ring o’er the fable rock, 
Hurl’d thee, aftounded with tumultuous fears 
From Ireland’s mutter’d curfe, from Ireland’s tears? 


That Pope fhould borrow a line from Gray may feem extra- 
ordinary ; yet it fhould be recolle&ed, that the thade of the poet 
appears to have kept pace with Englifh literature, from the time 
of his death to the prefent hour. This fuppofition is allowable 
enough. We give a kind of divinity to unembodied fpirits 
which authorizes the prefumption that they gain much know- 
ledge with little trouble. ‘Where the thade recites the doc- 
trines of Mr. Grattan, the introduétion is not quite happy ; 

** Hear then thy dotctrines-———~” 


This feems as if it was neceflary to inform Mr. G, of bis 
ewn doctrines. It might ealily have been moulded as a re- 
~ —_. = - 


_ —_ 


_* George Harding, Efq. The author withed, it is plain, to pay 
him a compliment, otherwife this couplet is ill-fuited to the folemnity 
of this part of the fpeech.’ ‘The fecond line is burlefque. Rev, 

+ The imagination of this poet often recurs, with allufion more or 
stage to the fublime ao Hymn of 2p ny the oe 
tivity, Every reader of a cal talte, and ical fancy, muft 
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proach, or an interrogation, by which this effe& would haye © 
been avoided. ‘* Are not thy dorines thus,”? &c.—-? The 
Lines beginning, 
Go rather and thy wayward meafures fal, 
Where the young wantons {poft on Anna’s hill; 


have great livelinefs, and much poetical merit ; and are replete 
with {trong and pointed fatire. When we come to the parody 
on * Cibberian forehead and Cibberian brain,” we enter upon 
what we confider as the complete continuation of the Purfuitg 
of Literature. But the tranfition is elegant, and well fuited 
to the fuppofed fpeaker. 

‘Time was, when ftatefmen high in fame and place, 

With proud diftinétion my retreat would grace; 

Would court my friendfhip, foothe my aching head, 

By ftudy foften’d, and ** with books well-bred ;” 

Fond to unbend they fought familiar eafe, 

I never flatter’d yet could always pleafe. 

Then oft with Mintfters would Genius walk ; 

Oxford and St. John lov'd with Swift to talk ; 

Dorfet with Prior, and with Queenfb’ry Gay, 

And Hallifax with Congreve charm'd the day ; 

The Mufe her Addifon to Somers join’d, 

The nobleft ftatefman to the pureft mind, 

Bot in thefe dark, forlorn, diftraéted days, 

‘Though D’Arcy fmil’d and fofter’d Mafon’s lays, 

Few friends are found for poetry and wit, &c. 


Though we have allowed the prompt intuition of departed 
fpirits, we muft add, that, in the fubfequent enumeration of 

rfons and events completely recent, and even prefent, we 
rather too much lofe fight of the perfonage fuppofed to fpeak. 
This might have been prevented, without much contrivance, 
by occafional recurrence to the paft flate of things, and come 
parifon of thetwo. Yet the poetry and the fatire deferve 
commendation: and though the notes are fometimes redud- 
dant, in point of quantity, they are generally important in 
matter. The note on Mr. Godwin and his Mary is particu- 
larly worthy of attention; and the ftrong teftimony to the me- 
rit of Dr. Vincent, and his moft learned tranflation of the 
Voyage of Nearchus, isto be ranked with thofe paflages which 
do moft honour to the writer of the Purfuits of Literature 
The allufion towards the clofe of the poem, to the great vit- 
tory of Nelfon, has no fmall fhare of force and merit ; note 
withftanding a {mall exception at the outfet, that the thunder’s 
roar thould rather be heard than felt. 


But 
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But now I feel th’ avenging thunder roar 

In Britifh terror* on the dufky thore; 

"The Bog Serbonian yawns for Gallia’s doom, 
And Pompey points to Bonaparte’s tomb! 

‘There as in mournful pomp, o’cr Egypt's woes, 
Th’ embodied majefty of Nilus rofe, 

In founds of awful comfort Netson fpoke, 
And the Palm wav’d obeifance to the Oak ; 
Firm, yet ferenet, the Chriftian Vitor rode 
And on his flag inferib’d, rat Witt of Gop! 


Weare forry to find a writer, ftudious in general of claffi- 
cal propriety in his Englith ftyle, ufe in one of his notes the 
affected modernifm of fcambroys (p. 51), but it may ferve to 
jhow how contagious thefe impertinencies are, when even a 
careful writer Tometimes falls under the infetion. 

We are not among the number of thofe who are anxious 
to conjecture the author of this and the preeeding pee 
tions : but after much confideration of his writings, we feel our- 
felves authorized to give our general opinion of his character. 
He appears to us a man of acute difcernment and found judg- 
ment; a poet, perhaps, rather by love of the art, and much, 
acquaintance with it, than by the original defignation of na- 
ture; but of a tafle that has led him not only to ftudy, but to 
infufe into his mind, the belt models, He writes with a fpirit 
that naturally arrefts atrention ; and though he fs occafionally 
feduced into faults, by an ambition of novelty or of fublimity, 
he atones for thofe lapfes' by many beauties. His cenfures 
have been occafionally hafty and inconfiderate ; and though, on 
better advice, he has fometimes filently retraéted them, it 
would have been more honourable not to have had the occa- 
fions for retra@ting. By fome jult, fome wanton, and fome 100 
fevere attacks, he has raifed a holt of enemies, who are eager to 
depreciate his powers ; but after all they can fubtra& from the 
amount, he will till retain enough to rile far above the greater 
part of his affailants. For his engaging poetry, eloquence, 
and learning, fo Arongly on the fide of good order and good 
principles, he deferves a gratitude from us, and from his coun- 
try, Which outweighs interior confiderations ; and fixes him, 
in the eye of the public, as a molt uféful, and, in many points 
of view, an admitable defender of the ftate. 





* « Britith terror” is not quite judicious, Rev. 
_ + There is hardly oppofition enough between firm and ferene, to 
yullify yer. Bold might do better, Rev. 3 
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Art. EIT. Sermons, on pradical Subjects. By the late Kf’. 
Enfield, D. D. Prepared for the Prefs by himfelf. To which 
are prefixed, Memoirs of the Author, by F. Aickin, AM. D, 
Three Volumes. Bvo. 4l. 18. Johnfan. 1798. ~~ 


THE writer of thefe Sermons is well known to the public 
by feveral works, more particularly by his book entitled 

« The Speaker,” by his ** Biographicai Sermons,” and his very 
able and inftructive Abridgment of Brucker’s Hiftory of Phie 
lofophy. During almoft the whole of his life, he appears tq 
have been engaged in various literary labours, more particue 
larly fuch as were corine@ed with his profeffion, as a Diffent. 
ing Minifter ; and not long before his death, he affociated 
himfelf with Dr. Aikin, in a plan to publith a New General 
Biographical Di@tionary. Their defign was interrupted by 
the death of Dr. Enfield, after a fhort illuch*, Nov. 3, 1797, in 
the fifty-feventh year of his age. | 

To thefe Sermons is prefixed a biographical account of theig 
author, by Dr. Atkin. It is drawn up in a very pleafing man- 
ner, with Dr, A.’s ufual elegance of flyle, and does great cre- 
dit to his friendfhip for Dr. Enfield. The whole detail of 
circumftances contributes to place the charaer of his friend 
in the molt amiable, and, we may add, no doubt, the mok 
juft point of view. : 

The following paffages more immediately ferve to iluftrate 
the private, as well as public chara@ter of Dr. E. During the 
time that he was tutor at Warrington, 


«* His efforts were faithfully joined, with thofe of his colleagues, 
to fupport its credit, and to remedy evils as they occurred. His dili- 
gence was exemplary ; his fervices as a public and private tutor wer 
numerous and valuable ; his attention to difcipline was, at leaft, unin 
terrupted ; but it may be acknowledged that the arduous poft of do 
meftic fuperintendant, and enforcer of the laws, was not that for which 
he was beft calculated. So fenfible, indeed, was he of his deficiency 
in this refpe@, and fo much did he find his tranquillity injured by the 
foenes to which he was expofed, that he made a very ferious attempt te 
free himfelf from the burden, by refigning this part of his tr 
and it was only after the fajlure of various applications by the truftee 
to engage a fucceffor, that he fuffered himfelf to be perfuaded to retaiq 
it.” ol, i, p. ix. 

As a preacher, “ his manner of delivery was grave and impreffivé, 
feding rather a tenor of uniform dignity ben o-reien of expref- 
fion, for which his voice was not well calculated. It was entirely free 
from what is called some, and though not highly animated, was by 9@ 
means dull, and never carelefs or indifferent.” Vol..i, p, xiii, 
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Asn father—* He was the father of two fons and three daughters, 
all educated under his own eye ; and Kad he had no other examples to 

roduce of his power of making himfelf at the fame time a friend 
anda tutor—of conciliating the moft tender affection with ready and 
endeviating obedience—his children would, by all who know them, 
be admicted as fufficient proofs of this happy art.” Vol, i, p. xx. 


The account of his Life is clofed with the following ttie 
buic of praife to his temper and difpofition, 


«<A man’s writings have often proved very in-dequate tefts of his 
difpofition. Thofe of Dr. Enfield, however, are not. They 
breathe the very fpirit of his gentle and generous foul. He loved 
mankin’,; and withed nothing fo much, as to render thenr the worthy 
eb) cts of love. ‘This is the leading character of the difcourfes here 
felected for publication ; as it is, indeed, of all he compofed, May 
their effect equal the mott fanguine wifhes of ther benevolent au- 
thor!” Pret. p. xxvii, 


Thefe Sermons are fixty in number, and are almoft entirely 
written Upon moral fubjeéts, to illuftrate the character of our 
Lord, to explain and comment upon his parables, or to en+ 
force feme of his precepts. They may be called a tolerably 
complete fyttear of Chriftian Phslofophy, fuch as characterizes 
a genuine Socinian. Yet we mult do their author the juf- 
tic: to fay, thar when he comes to the difcuffion of any of 
the received dogmata of his ‘feet, although there are fome allu- 
fions to myfteries, and much cenfure of fuperftition, which 
ftruck us asintended toglance at the Church of England ; ftill 
there is no vehemence in his arguments, no perfonal afperity 
againft thofe from whom he diflents, and no petulant invec- 
tives againit eftablifhments. 

The following ex:ra& from the fecond Sermon, on the 
Charaéters of the Works of God, will fhow how well the 
ftyle of Dr. E. could keep pace with the dignity and magni- 
ficence o! the fubjeét, to explain, in clear and eafy terms, the 
great principles of philofophy. 

“ The chara&ters of grandeur and magnificence are fo legibly in- 
feribed upon the general face of nature, that the moft untaught eye 
cannot fait to read them, nor the moft uncultivated imagination to 
contemplate them without admiration. The furface of the earth, confi- 

red merely as a vaft picture dtawn by the hand of nature, exhibits 

nes adapted to exeite emotions of fublimity. Plains, whofe extent 
exceeds the limits of buman vifion ; mountains, whofe fides are em- 
browned with craggy rocks, and whofe majeltic fummits hide them- 
felvesin the clouds ; feas, whofe fpreading waters unite far diftant coun- 
tties and oceans; which begird the vait globe itfelf, are objects at all 
“mes ittiking to the imagination, If from the earth we lift up oureyes 
on om new fcenes of magnificence demand our attentive admiration: 
ous fun, the syc and foul of this material world, ay 





















































































479 Dr. Enfield’s Sermons. 
his feat dmidft the vaft expanfe, and fpreading light and heat thrdug} 
the world; and, in their turn, the numberlefs lamps of night j 
minating the firmament with their native fires. 

** Letthe great powers of nature be brought into a¢tion, and fil] 
more fubliine and awful appearances rife to our view. Let wondd 
and foretts wave before the ttormy winds; let Ocean “ heave from 
his extended bed,” and roll his hiameisiog billows to the tky; let 
volcanos pour forth pillars of {moke"and melted torrents from their 
fiery caverns; let hightnings dart their livid fires through the fy, 
whiltt thunders roar among the burfting clouds; what imaginatiog 
thall remain vnimpreffed with emotions of admiration mingled with 
terror? 

‘© A lively fenfe of gtandeur and fublimity is naturally produced 
by fcenes like thefe, even jin uninformed and uncultivated minds 
Burt to the man whom philofophy has taught to penetrate beyond the 
fusface of things, and to difcover the principles and laws of nature; 
the works of God appear ftill more grand and fublime. Evy 
individual body in nature is confidered, by the man thus enlightinal 
as prefetved in its form-by the uniform a¢tion of one power or prin. 
ciple by which its parts are held together. By another univerfal 
power, he obferves ail the bodies 5 oe this earth tending towards its 
center; and, comparing the laws by which this attracting power if 
tound to operate with the well-known motions of the heavenly bodies; 
he fincs that this fingle principle is fufficient to account for thefe mo. 
tions; and confequently infers, from analogy, that this power, uni 
formly exerted, forms the grand chain which unites the feveral party 
of the univerfe in one fyttem. Hence he detives an inexpreffibly 
fublime conception of that Great Being, who is the feat of this prin- 
tiple, and the fource of its operation. The man who is thus enlight 
ened by the ttudy of nature, fees thisearth as a globe of vaft magnitude, 
moving perpetually round the fun with a degree of rapidity mach 

teater than has ever been produced by human force or art: at the 
lout tine he fees other globes, fome lefs, and others much larger, than 
the earth, revolving with inconceivable rapidity round the fun, @ 
their common center, at diftances fo great that, though they may be 
exprefied in numbers, they far exceed the utmoft ftretch of x di humaa 
wie pee This fet of planets, which he knows to have, with out 
earth, a common relation to the fun, he very reafonably concludes to 
be a fyftem of worlds, all peopled with fuitable inhabitants, and all 
deriving fupplies of light and heat from the fame fource. Extending 
his views beyond this fyftem, and finding, from obfervation, that the 
fixed ftars are in themfelves luminous bodies, and that their diftance 
irom the earth is fo much greater than that of the planets or fun, as 
ve abfulutely immeafurable, he concludes, upon the moft probable 
grounds, that thofe fparkling gems which deck the robe of night, are 


not placed in the heavens merely for the convenience of this earthy 
but are, like our glorious luminaty, funs to their refpective fyftems of 


worlds. And, finally, when, by the affiftance of art he is enabled to 
difcover innumerable ftars hitherto unobferved, he judges that he has 
better ground than mere conjeéiore for thinking, that funs and worlds 





are extended through the immenfe regions of {pace infinitely beens 
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di human calculation or conception. How fublime the idea! how 
much are we indebted to that kind of philofophy which has put us in 
on of it! efpecially, fince it has not left the great fabric it has 
difcovered without an inhabitant—=fince it has inftructed us, on the 
cleareft principle of reafon, that of afligning to every effect an ades 
te caule, that this immenfe, this glorious univerfe, is the habita« 
tion of One Great Being, who ned who pervades, who animates, 
who governs the whole! Hew reafonable is it that this univerf, 
which is the manfion of the Divinity, fhould be the temple in which 
all cteated beings fhould, in one triumphant chorus, anite to fay— 
« Great and marvellous are thy works, O Lord God Almighty! 
Hallelujah! for the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth!” Vol. i. p. 44s 


The whole of this difcourfe is written with energy; ina 
manner far fuperior to all the reft, as to elevation of thought, 
and richnefs of expreflion. 

The Sermon on the Moral Abufe of Words, contains the 
following keen and well-dire&ted reprehenfion of the fafhion- 
able mode of deciding quarrels. 


« Let the fafhionable method of deciding difputes by duelling— 
a practice which originated in a barbarous age, and is a difgrace to 
an enlightened and civilized nation—be allowed to wear its proper 
name; and there are few perfons fo torally defticute of religious and 
moral principle, tat they would not fhrink from it with horror. 
Whether the motive which immediately urges men to the practice be 
violent refentment and a thirlt of revenge, or whether, as is perhaps 
more commonly the cafe, it be a flavith refpedt to arbitrary notions of 
honour, and a defirnof preventing or wiping off a fufpicion of cow- 
ardice; the aétion itfelf, neceffarily implying a deliberate intention 
to take away the life of another, in a manner not authorifed either by 
the laws of God or man, in the jadgment of reafon can merit no 
milder appellation than marder: and the circumftance of the duellift’s 
expofing his own life, inftead of diminifhing, aggravates the guilt; 
for wantonly to hazard life, is at once an act of injuftice to fociety, 
and of impiety towards God. ‘Thus the point would unqueftionably 
be determined in the court of confcience. But bring this offence bee 
fore another court, inftituted by caprice, and fan¢tioned by cuftom, 
where the law of honour fupplies the place of the law of reafon, and 
what was before a murderous deed is now only ax affair of honour ; 
and ynder that appellation, not only ceafes to be thought criminal or 
fhameful, but becomes a fubjeé of applaufe.” Vol. i, p. 93. 


The Sermon upon Youth and Age deferves great praife ; 
it contains obfervations extremely well-founded upon human 
life; and gives a very juft ftatement of the opinions and cha- 
racters of mankind. ‘The following remark {trikes us as no 
lefs interefting than novel. 

** The errors, both of the old and the young, refpecting pleafure, 
may be corrected by viewing this objeét from the middle {tation of 


human life, Viewed from this ftation, the extreme foudnefs of the 
one, 
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one, and the extreme difrelith of the other, for pleafure will appa 
equally blameable. ‘The delights of youth, being now conte 

in retrofpect, have loft the alluring charm of novelty, to whic 
owed fo much of their captivating power. Many circumftances, 
fentially neceflary to be taken into the account in judging of th 
value of pleafure, but commonly overlooked by thofe who are: 

in the purfuit, are now diftinétly perceived: and it 1s found, 

the faireft examination of experience and refle€tion, that, pe 
their object is-entitled to fome thare of attention as an oceafional 
ment and temporary gratification, it has no claim to be made th 
chief bufinefs of life; that, though the flowers wich which pleafan 
ftrews our path may be worth gathering, it is of little eonfeg 
whether the number be greater or fmaller, in a path which is at bed 
fo fhort, and during a courfe, in which the difcharge of our prefent 


duty, and our preparation for the fubfequent periods of our exiftengs, 


afford us fo much ferious bufinefs.” Vol. i, p. 309. 


** As the proper practical application of the furvey we have nop 
taken of human life, let the young Jearn fobriety in their purfuait 
pleafure, moderation in their expectation ef happinefs, and cau 


and prudence in forming and executing their plans of living; let thee 


who are in the middle ftation of life be inftruéted Yo give all dili 


to improve the precious days of a¢tive ufefalnefs which yet remain — 


them; let the aged be cautioned againft the infirmities of mo 
cenforioufaefs, and difcontent, to which their period of life is 
peculiarly liable, and exhorted to render their laft days com 

to themfelves and to all about them, by eafy affability, by cheerfi 
good-humour; and, as long as the powers of aétion remain, by kind 


endeavours to ferve and oblige: and, finally, let us all be taught Ot : 
number our days a8 to apply our hearts unto wifdom.” Vol) 


P» 325+ 


rather than of Sinning, is worked up in a very {pirited mate 


ner, and affords one of the few inftances of energy, which o& — 


cur in thefe fober and philofophical volumes: a 
In the laft Difcourfe, upon the Conclafions which 

be drawn from the Gofpel Hiftory relative to Our Saviowl 

Nature and Precepts, if we except the difcuffions introduced 

to fet off the Socinian fcheme to the greateft advantage, there 

is much deferving of praife. Dr. E. illuftrates with ‘grea 

clearnefs the manner of Our Saviour’s teaching ; and exp® 


tiates with ability on the topics of his Difcourfes. 


«« It was his cuftom, as we have frequently feen, te feite 
occafion of fuggefting ufeful inftru€tion to individuals, or to the 

at large. When Nicodemus, one of the Jewifh rulers, came to 

by night to profefs himfelf his difciple, he inftrufted him in the a 
ceffity of retormation, under the figure of ‘ being born again.” 

his way through Samaria, meeting with a Samaritan woman at # 
well, he gave her important inftruétion concerning the nature of 


meme es Sa ew Oo os: 


The conclufion of the Sermon on the Wifdom of Suffering — 
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.- After giving a numerous multitude a miraculous fupply of 
ei he a this incident the ground of a difcourfe, in eRich 
vga e of his doftrine under the metaphor of bread. When the 
Sadducees propofed to him an enfnaring queition concerning the fu- 
ture ftate, fe Sivened the attention of the company to the general 
doftrine of the refurreétion from the dead; and, when the Pharifees 
attempted to embarrafs him by the queftion, Which is the firft com- 
mandment of the law ? he declared the fubftaace of religion to confift 
in the love of God and man ; and thofe commandments which en- 
join thefe duties he pronounced to be the fum of the divine law. At 
a feftival, obferving the guefts eagerly ftriving for the more honour- 
able feats, he took occafion to deliver a leffon of humility, and at the 
{fame time remarking the hofpitality of the hoft, he introduced an ex- 
hortation to liberality to the poor. On thefe and many other occa- 
fons Jefus converted cafual occurrences into opportunities of moral 
por this he delivered many diftin®@ parables and other dif- 
courfes, the direct purport of which is to difcountenance fome vice, 
to recommend fome virtue, or, in general, to inculcate obedience to 
the laws of God, in expectation of an everlafting recompence. How 
beautifully does the parable of the fower reprefent the different effects 
of moral and religious inftruction on different charaéters, according 
to the difpofition with which it is received! What an inftruftive picture 
of humility and penitence on the one hand, and of felf-conceit and 
fpiritual pride on the other, is exhibited in the contrafted charatters 
ofthe Pharifees and publican! In what lively charaéters is the odious 
nature of an — temper expofed, in the parable of the unre- 
lenting fervant! How pathetically are the virtues of philanthropy, 
humanity, and compaflion, recommended in the beautiful parable of 
the good Samaritan!” Vol. iii, p. 450. 

But the difcourfe which affords the moft complete detail of our 
Saviour’s doétrine, is his fermon on the mount. Here we find him 
inculcating upon his followers the exercife of the pureft affections, 
and the practice of the ftri€teft and moft fublime morality; requiring 
them to cultivate meeknefs, and the fergivenefs of injuries; inftructing 
them to perform all their acts of beneficence and piety with unoftenta- 
tious fincerity ; furnifhing them with direétions concerning devotion, 
and a model of prayer; cautioning them againft the influence of ava- 
rice and other corrupt paffions; prohibiting flander and cenforiouf- ° 
nefs; enjoining a ftrict adherence to the univerfal principle of equi- 
ty; and exhofting them to perlevere in their obedience to the com- 
mands of God, as the only way to merit the charaéter of Chriftians, 
or obtain the rewards of immortality.” Vol. iii, p. 453. 


In addition to the Sermons from which we have given ex- 
tracts, the following are particularly fenfible and well-written. 
The Folly of rath Confidence; the Criminality of imputing 
good AGions to bad Motives; the Parable of the Ten Ta- 
lents ; and Our Lord’s Treatment of the Woman taken in 
Adukery. 

M m. We 
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We rather expe&ed, in Sermons prepared for publication, 
not to fee any vulgarity of allufion, fuch as occurs in the fole 
lowing paflage: ‘* Under the appearance of much good na 
ture, civility, and politenefs, mray be concealed a bad heart ;— 
and that ail is not gold that giitters.’” 

Dr. f.. has given us very indifferent proofs of his talents 
for emendatory criticifm. In his Sermon on the Womay 
taken in Adultery, he thus enlarges upon the words of the 
text. | Her accufers went out one by one, from the eldeR 
to the youngeft, and Jefus was Icft alone, and the woman 
ftanding in the midft of the Temple.” The original Greek ig 
elliptical, and fo is the common verfion, & gicy, in the 
midit, that is, of Our Savieur and his Difciples, and not of the 
‘Temple, as Dr. E. would have it. The mention of the par. 
ticular place, where the tranfaGtion was pafling, would there 
have been extremely forced and unneceilary. Such hasials 
ways been our idea of the paflage ; and, to appeal to no other 
authority, we find that Dr. Clarke is clearly of this opinion, 
See his Paraphrafe on St. fohn, vol. ii, p. 367. 

In the Sermon ov Our Lord’s Converfation with the Wo- 
man of Samaria, Dr. E. makes another atrempt to rectify the 
common trenflation, but certainly reftriGs and narrows the 
neral fenfe ot the patlage by his efforts. ** Flow is ie, fai the 
woman, that thou being a Jew afkeft water of me who ama 
Samaritan’ os yae lwdaio» Tole. Lauagw lass & oul eaves; for the 
Jews, fays Dr &. do not eat and drink out of the fame 
with the Samaritans. It appears to us, that as our tranflation 
is too literal—** the Jews have no dealings with the Samar 
tans” —fo that of Dr. E. is too confined. The verb edsceaque ' 
does indeed fignify ¢cammodatd petere, utendum accipere; butit 
likewife fignites, in a more general fenfe, commercium haber, 
and ought to be fo underftood in a qualified fenfe-——‘* have 0 
friendly intercourfe with’—** no reciprocation of kind 
fices’-—do not receive any ats of civility from each others 
and thus the learned Grotius underftood the word. ‘ Legis 
peritorum traditio fic interpretabatur, ut emere quidem necel- 

faria liceret, at bencficium a Samarité ullum accipere non 
ceret.” Grotius in Joannem, c. 4, ¢. 9. This is conform 
able to the ideaof Dr. Clarke, which Re has exprefied in his 
Paraphrafe. | 

We forbear to enlarge upen Dr. E.’s endeavours, in 
true (pirit of a Socinian, to reduce Chriftianity to a mere fyl- 
tem of ethics ;—to invalidate the meaning of the texts, which 
fhow the perfonality of the Holy Spirit ; vol. iii, ~p. 381 i> 
to convert the Holy Communion into a mere focial eniertai 


ment, commetnusative of att ordinary benefator or founder of 
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dn inttitution, like a city-feaft, or a college gaudy; vol. iif, 
p. 405; and to fupport the eflential dogma of Socinianifm— 
the mere humanity of Chrift; vol. iii, p. 429. More 
anxious td point out merits, than to expofe faults, we mutt 
refer our readers, for the confutation of fuch errors, to thofe 
able divines of our Church, who have made the-vindication 
and {upport of her doctrines their peculiar care. Thefe things 
mult be expected in the works of fuch an author, as a diminu- 
tion, not unforefeen, of the value of his volumes. | ; 
In thefe Sermons we find many inftances of clear reafoning, 
but very few of animated exhortation, Every addrefs is made 
to the judgment, and not to the, paflions, Dr. E. too fearful 
of becoming enthufiaftic, is fometimes languid and colds 
et there are paflages, which remind us of thé elegance of 
arr, and the imagery of Blair., His chief talent confifts in 
exprefling common ideas in clear and appofite language; and 
he fo well inculcates the moral precepts of Chriftianity, that, 
with reference to them, his Sermons may be read to advantage 
by every clafs of believers. : 
Teo thefe volumes. is.prefixed a very refpe€table and nu- 
merous lift of fiibf{cribers ; among whom, for the credit of the 
efablifhment, in point of candour and liberal f{pirit, it ought 
to be mentioned, that we obferve many clergymen of the 
Church of England. . . 


—s 





Art. IV. Pra&ical Obfervations on the Dials of the Foints, 
commonly called White-Swelling, with fome Remarks on Scro- 
fulous Abfceffes. . By Bryan 1; Seer Surgeon to Bridewell 
and Bethlehem Hofpitals. Svo. 122)pp. 4s. 6d. Robin- 
fons. i7g7. °° 7" rep hin , 


R. POT-T having obferved that caries of the {pine might 

“'~ be cured by the application of cauftics near the vertebrat, 
and intimated that a purulent difcharge from the neighbourhood 
of other dileafed joints, would be found to be equally efficaci- 
ous in theircure; whispratice has been pretty generally adopted, 
and with no inconfiderable fuccefs. In the year 1793, the pre- 
fent author publified; in the fourth volume of Medical Fads 
and Obfervations, an account of fome cafes which had been 
fuccefsfully ereated by that. method. Further experience has 
not only juftified the opinion heshen adopted, but enabled him 
to make alterations:in the method of ebtaining the propofed 
dain, which he has found to be more generally praéticable and 
M m2 efficacious, 
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efficacious, than that obtained by the application of cauftics 
which, he obferves, in cafes where the integuments are very 
thin, cannot always be applied with fafety, fo near the difeafed 
joint as to produce the defired effet. 

The application Mr. Crowther fubftitutes for the cauftic, ig 
an ointment prepared by boiling frefh favin bruifed, in a com. 
pofition of yellow wax and mutton fuet, until the juice of the 
favin is perfeétly incorporated with the ointment, when it is to 
be {trained and put by forufe. Ablifter is directed to be applied 
over the difeafed joint, and when the cuticle is removed, the fore 
is to be dreffed with this cerate, taking care, at every drefling, 
to keep the part clean. A variety of cafes are given, in which 
the patients were completely cured by this method ; or where 
the difeafe was too far advanced to admit of a cure, fo much 
relief was procured as feems to leave no doubt of the effi 
of the medicine. We fhall tranfcribe two of the cafes, in 
order to give our readers a more complete idea of the difeafes 
for which the remedy is recommended, as well as of the method 
of ufing it. , 


“© Cafe 21. E.P. eleven years old, of a fcrofalous family, had an 
indolent white-fwelfing, for about four years; the joint was much 
fwollen, the integuments were thickened, but not cedematous, and the 
fkin was remarkably pallid. This boy was fuffering much from the 

inful ftate of the part, the difeafe was making rapid progrefs, and 
fe could not, as before, bear it to be handled without making great 
complaint, and on moving the joiat, he expreffed a fenfation of muck 
uneafinefs within the articulation, A blifter was applied over the 
whole knee, and was kept difcharging with the favin cerate for about 
two months, by whieh tseatment he perfe€tly recovered, though the 
joint for fome time remained weak : it is almof two years fince, and 
no fymptom of difeafe has appeared.”” 


« Cafe 23. J.S. aged fixteen, had for feveral months prior to his 
application to me, faffered great pain within the joint of his knee, be- 
fore the part began to fwell; he could then bear it to be handled with- 
out increafe of pain, but his efing the joint in any way occafioned 
great uneafinefs, and his —- were fomewhat diminifhed after 
the tumefaction appeared. When I faw him, the joint was much dif- 
tended, and he felt a deep fcated pain within the articulation, which 
affeted his health. A bitfter was firft applied to his knee ; when the 
cuticle was removed, the part was d with the favin cerate, which 
application was continued for fix months, when he had loft all pain, 
and the joint in every refpect appeared found, though is was weak for 
fome time.” 


It is to be obferved, that of the thirty cafes here eae 
more than half were treated with the cauftic, and the fuccefs 


with the caultic feems te have been as complete as ae 
the 
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the favin. We are not able therefore, from the documents 
here produced, to judge of the comparative value of the two 
medicines; the author feems to prefer the favin. In his firft 
direQtions*, the author permitted the patients to be taken daily 
iato the air, or to walk by means of a crutch, but he has fince 
found it neceflary to abridge them of this liberty. 


« Perfeét quietude of the limb,” he fays, “ is requifite for the 
recovery of a difeafed joint, but more partictlarly if the part fhould 
be in a difpofition to anchylo’e. At the time | inferted fome obferva- 
tions in the fourth volume of Medical Facts, I was not then aware of 
the neceflity of abfolute reft, which I have fince found to be indifpenfa- 
ble in thefe cafes.” P. 19. 


While we commend the candour of the author in retraQting 
the opinion he had before given, we cannot help exprefling our 
concern at his omitting to notice Mr. Ford's Treatife on the 
Difeafes of the Hip- Joint, White-Swelling, &c. publithed in 
the year 1794. In that valuable work, the reafon of this 

ractical rule is explained, and enforced with much energy. 

r. C.’s filence in this refpe& is the more remarkable, as he 
feems to have followed the plan adopted by Mr. Ford in 
treating upon the fubjeét, particularly in calling the attention 
of furgeons ta the works of Hippocrates and other ancient 
writers. 

From the whole, the author draws the following important 
conclufions, 


‘“* That long continued difcharges, artificially excited, are highly 
beneficial in every ftage of white-fwelling, and in other modifications 
of {crofula. That caries has been arrefted, and fometimes cured ; 
that collections of fluid within the cavities of joints, or exterior to 
them have been removed ; that fores conneéted with the local affeétion 
have been permanently healed, and a repetition of them prevented ; 
that the general health has been ftrikingly improved, and {crofulous 
appearances in parts diftant from the drain have yielded to it.” 


Thus far the author has, we believe, the concurrence of the 
moft experienced furgeons ; but “that the beft method of pro- 
ducing fuch difcharge, is the application of a common blifter 
in the firft inflance, and when the cuticle is removed, in 
drefling the part with the favin cerate,” will not perhaps be fo 
readily admitted. Although we have no doubt that the author 
has faithfully recorded his experiments with the favin, yet the 
experience of one man feems hardly fufficient to entitle a me- 
dicine to fuch a pre-eminence, as he affigns to the cerate here 


eo 





* Medical Faéts and Obfervations, vol. iv, p. 16. 
recoin- 
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478 The Annual Regifter for 1799. 
recommended. Time and further obfervations feem neceffary «9 
decide the point, and to thefe tefts it muft be left ;_ in the mean. 
while, the author is entitled to much commendation for the z 

with which he has profecuted the fubjeét, and for laying the 
refult of his obfervations before the public. The publication 


of this account of the book has been delayed by mere acci- 
dent. | : | | 








Art. V. The Annual Regifter, or a View of ihe Hifory, Po- 
litics, and Literature, fer the Year 1793. 8vo. 432 pp. 
$s. Otridge and Son, &c. 


als volume, though it appears like the continuation of that 
which we have already noticed, is fent forth by different 

ublifhers, and is manifeftly the work of different writers. In 
Mr. Dodfley’s life-time, Mefirs. Rivington, with his confent, 
began a continuation of his Annual Regiiter. The publishers 
of the volume before us appear to claim, under an affignment 
from Mr. Dodfley’s executors. This claim produced a war 
of advertifements, the refult of which appears to be, that the 
affignment was only for the printed volumes from 1758 to 
17y0: that in1794 Mr. Dodfley wholly relinquifhed the pub- 
lication, when Meffrs. Rivington took it up, in conne@ion with 
the gentleman who for twenty-five years had been the principal 
author. This induced us to call their work the Or/ginal An- 
nual Regifer, a book being more properly defignated from its 
author than its editors. As to their literary merits, judging 
from the {pecimen before us, we cannot but remark a great dif 
parity. The hiftorical part of Mefirs. Rivington’s publication, 
our readers muft have obferved, though profefling only to fur- 
nifh materials for future writers, is itfelf a complete and elegant 
hiftory, leaving nothing to defire either on the fcore of laborious 
refearch, accurate detail, or juft and forcible language. The 
work now to be noticed, viewing it in the moit favourable 
light, muft rank with thofe compilations, which, with no great 
exertion of talent, may be formed from the common journals 
of the day. 

The Hiftory is contained in eight chapters, beginning with 
the origin and caufes of the war, and ending with the evacua- 
tion of Toulon by the Britifh troops. Of thefe chapters the 
four firft treat wholly of domeftic, and the four laft of conti- 
nentalaffairs. The former confift chiefly of the Parliamentary 

a Debates, 
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Pchates, interfperfed with occafional explanations and remarks; 
in which the writer, if he difplays no great depth of retearch, 
oracutenefs of difcrimination, fpeaks, in general, the language 
of a friend to his country, and manifelts a juft abhorrence of 
French proceedings and principles. We do not indeed mach 
approve the hefitating manner in which the account of the 
condu@ of France opens. Notorious fa&ts are ftated with the 
qualifications of “ it was aliedged”’—** it quas declarca’—** it 
was fatd”’—to each fentence. As the writer advances, how- 
ever, this unpleafant manner is laid alide. But we obferve fe- 
veral inaccuracies in his ftatements, and here and there an opi- 
nion infinuated which we cannot approve. When he {peaks 
of the difunion of Oppofition, he fays, ‘+ the divifion of the 
phalanx which adhered to its old principles, declared their repro- 
bation of minifters,” &c. We conceive it would not be difi- 
cult to fhow, that the party alluded to did not adhere to its old 
principles ; at leaft did not adhere to thofe principles of fup- 
porting the free and limited monarchy of thefe kingdoms, 
which, as members of a Whig Oppofition, they had always 

rofefled.. The concluding remark of the firlt chapter 1s, 
however, juft and ftiiking. We-give st as one of the moft 
favourable fpecimens of the work. 

© That this was a period to fend an ambaffador to negotiate with 
the ruling pawers, whoever or whatever they might be, with a view to 
prevent an impending war, is an opinion which, though fupported by 
great talents and eloquence, met with a cold reception in’parliament, 
and found no partizans among the people at large, It had al] the ap- 
pearance of a mere party queltion, was very gencrally copfidered, ah 
the progrefs of its hafly agitation, as an impracticable and difpraceful 
meafure, and that feagiment was foon confirmed by a circumftance 
which muft fettle ai] opinions upon that fubject forever, Ow the very 
Jame day, when Mr. Yox made his motion, to addrefs his Majefty to 
fend a minifter to France, to treat with the executive government there, 
the convention publifhed a decree, in which it takes upon jtfelf to le- 
giflate for the human race, and in which, according to the eleventh ag- 
ucle, the French nation declare, ‘* Thut it sill treat as enemics the peo- 
ple who, refi ufing or renouncing liberty and eguajily, are defirous of pre- 
jerving their prince and privileged cafts, or of entering into_an accammo- 
dation with them, ‘The nation promifés and engages not to lay down 
its arms until the fovereignty and liberty cf the people, on whofe ter- 
ritories the French armies fhall have entered, thal] be eftablifhed ; and 
not to confent to any arrangement or treaty with the princes, and pri- 
vileged perfons, fo difpoffefled, with whom the republic is at* war.” 
We thall in vain, fays a fagacjous commentator, on this decree, fearch 
the annals of the world, for an edi¢t of fuch rapacious, ruinous, and 
infulting defpotifm.” P.34. 9” 

In the chaptess on foreign events, the moft iniquitous trial, 
and horrid murder of Louis XVI. are detailed with fufficient 

: accuracy 
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accuracy, and accompanied with juft obfervations. The orj. 
gin of the war with France, and the various events of it age 
alfo fully ftated, together with the difturbances and revolutions 
in that unhappy country. But we fcarcely ever meet with 
fuch ftriking remarks as can form an amufing or fatisfatory 
{pecimen for our readers. The following, though not we be. 
lieve new, isone of the beft. The three queftions put on the 
guilt, and mode of pafling fentence on Louis XVI. were 


‘* 1. Is Louis Capet, late king of France, guilty of a confpi 


agajnft liberty, and of attempts againft the general fafety of the ftate? 
Yes or no. 


«* 2, Shall the judgment to be pronounced on Louis, be fubmitted 
to the ratification of the people in the primary aflemblies.” Yes or 
no. 

‘¢ 3, What punifhment has he incurred?” P. 216, 


On this the writer obferves, that 


*s The arrangement of thefe queftions was contrived with no com 
mon art, in order to prevent if poflible the king’s life from being pre. 
ferved. Several deputies, who by no means approved of an appeal ta 
the primary affemblies, would not, however, have voted aia it, if 
they had fufpected that the king would have been condemned to die. 
But if the queftion that determined the punifhment had been propofed 
in the fecond place, which was its proper fituation, they would then 
have perceived, that the appeal to the people afforded the only means of 
preferving the life of the king, and would then have voted for that 
meafure. Hence we may account for the prolixity and violence of 
the debates, on a queftion which was apparently of little importance, 
as the order in which the propofitions were to be voted : for feveral of 
thofe who were anxious for the prefervation of the king’s life, faw the 
fatal confequence which would refult from fuch an arrangement of the 
queftions as was propofed, and exerted themfelves, with all their 
powers, to have them differently placed, But the Jacobin party pre- 
vailed.” 

The Hiftory is followed by a Chronicle of events fufficiently 
full; a large collection of State Papers ; and the other ufual 
mifcellaneous contents of fuch publications. The Account 
of Books is, like Meffrs. Rivington’s, on too confined a feale, 
The notices fhould indeed be fhort, but all the principal pub- 
lications of the year fhould be mentioned. 

Upon the whole, though we approve the political principles 
on which this work is conduéted, impartiality obliges usto fay, 
itis Not, in potnt of execution, to be compared either with the 


Annual Regitler of Dodfley, or that continuation of it which 
we lately noticed*. 





oo -———_ 





* Review for March, p. 236, 
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Art. VI. Three Fffays on Taxation of Income, with Re- 
marks on the late Ac? of Parliament on that Subje®. On the 
National Debt; the Public Funds; on the probable Cinfe- 
quences of the Law for the Sale of the Land Tax ; and on the 
prefent State of Agriculture in Great Britain; with a Scheme 
for the Improvement of every Branch of it, and Remarks on the 
difference between national Priduce and Confumption. 8v0. 
140 pp. 3s. Cadell, Bremner, &c. 1799. 


N this work we fee the marks of a praifeworthy zcal far 

the public fervice ; and thefe are parts of it, which fhow the 
writer to be pofleffed of refpe€table abilities for illultrating 
fubjeéts of this nature. In the Introduction to the Effays he 
informs us, that the fubftance of them was tranfmiited to 
Government fome time before the tax upon income was brought 
forward; it has however been in the contemplation of many 
perfons fora long period of time, and the mode of rendering it 
effective in practice, was the great defideratum in finance. 

But in thefe Eifays we difcover few traces of pre-acquaint- 
ance with the works of our eminent political geconomilts and 
arithmeticians, which, jn the ftate at which thefe branches of 
knowledge are arrived, is fo neceflary to thofe who write on the 
wealth and refuurces of a nation. An able man, who comes 
not thus inftru€ted to his fubjeét, feldem goes much further 
than he who fir(t took it up, and whofe works may have been 
already fo far improved upon, as to be in a manner fuperfeded. 
He is in the hazard alfo of great errors, which a more regular 
ftuly might have taught him to avoid. 

It feems neceffary to give the following examples of the truth 
of this obfervation. It is here contended, that a tax upon in- 


come, on rates afligned, would be fufficient to detray the extra- — 


ordinary charges of war, and moreover yield a furplus applica- 
ble to other purpofes of high utility. But in his eftimate of 
the national income, this writer differs, in certain particulars, 
from all accounts which have been hitherto adhered to as the 
beft. The rent of land he ftates at fo high a fum as 40 mil- 
lions, We cannot here undertake to flow the illegitimacy of 
the mode in which he deduces this conclufion ; but how much 
it exceeds the truth may be thus fhown. In 1774, the culti- 
vated land in England was 32 millions of acres; let it have 
been increafed one million fince, and the rental of Scotland be 
taken fo high as one fifth of that of England, that of the 
latter kingdom will be 33% millions. It follows, that the 
average rent of land here is fomething more than 11. an res 
whic 
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which exceeds its probable value about three tenths ; 12 mi, 
Jions thereiore mut be deduéted from this article, and tha 
which immediately follows it. “The former income, eltimateg 
jn the mode here laid down, mutt be reduced in the fame pro- 
portion, or from 35 millions to 24}. 

The laft article this writer gives in his table of income, is 
that of the clafs of perfons pofleiling from rl. to 6gl. a year. 
shis he {tates at 70 milliong, and the number of the clafs a 
two millions. We fhall give an approximation to fhow the 
ersor of this, retaining fuch of the author’s affumptions as have 
a fuficient femblance of probability. The computations of 
Mr. Gregory King, although not fo perfect as might be de. 
duced from the improved tables cf the duration of lite whick 
we now poflefs, will be accurage enough for this determination, 
By them it appears, that in a nation confiting of 5% millions 
of inhabitants, there will be 1,300,060 males who thall have 
completed the age of 21 years ; or ot a population of ro mil. 
lions, 2,363,363. Now, according to the author of thefe 
Eflays, + of thefe will be taxable males of all claffes of thay 
age, or 1,289,256 3, to which an addition is to be made for fe. 
niales and minors Irable alfo to be charged, of whom we find 
no diftin€& mention here made, [It will certainly be fufficient 
to increafe the Jaft number { on this account. Hence the 
total of taxables appears to be 1,504,132; and of thele, 
affuming with him 3 to be of the lower clafs, it will confit of 
1,002,754 perfons whofe incomes, if we follow his average, 
are 35!. per head. Hence the error of the aggregate brought 
toaccount by him, will appear to be 35 millions very nearly; 
or about the half of what he has computed for the amount. . 

If we could allow ourfelves to go further into a critique of 
this work, there are many points, particularly on the application 
of finking funds, and of advancing capita} for the improve 
ment of land, in which we fhould diflent from the writer, 
But we thould highly recommend the moral policy of what he 
has advanced, refpeéting the national fpirit of a people, whofe 
attention is chiefly turned to manufaétures, and a_ people prit- 
cipally cultivators of the foil. His obfervations on the rela- 
tive decline of the landed, and the elevation of the mercai- 
tile and monied interefts, we fhould alfo praife as juft and im 
portant. 
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Art. VIL. Copies of Original Letters from the Army of General 
“Banaparte in Egypt, intercepted by the leet under the Qum- 
mand of Admiral Lord Neifon. Part the Second. With an 
Englifh Tranflation. 8vo. 239 pp. 45s oJ. Wrght, 
Piccadilly. 1799- 


EFERRING our readers to our twelfih volume, 'p. 614, 

for the account of the former part of thefe Letiers, we 
fhall here lay before them fome fpecimens of a fecond. The 
fate of Bonaparte and his army icems at prefent undecided, 
Report fays, that he has organized Egypt, and is proceeding in 
Syria. Suppofing this ftatement to be true, We Cannot yet 
perluade ourfelves that any very formidable progrets can be 
made by an army, reduced by varions modes of deftruction, 
and cut off from all kind of fupply from the mother country, 
or communication with it. We fhall open our prefent article 
by a patlage from the Introduction, in which the editor pro- 
perly expatiates on the ufes of the publication, 


« We mult not permit this fecond felection of intercepted letters to 
e0 into the hands of the public without exprefling ofr decided opinion 
of the importance of the matter they contain, and the fignal benefits 
that will be derived from them to the caufe of political hiftory. This, 
indeed, we fhall do with the greater readinefs, as the tendency of the 
publication has been unobferved by fome, and perverted by others. 
The ill-informed, and carelefs have been able to difcever but lirtle in 
it; the fecretly mortified have affected to afk ‘* cui bono?” while the 
thorough-paced Jacobin, anxious only for the credit of France, has 
boldly ventured on that from which French confidence itfelf has fhrunk, 
and unblufhingly queftioned its authenticity. ‘The laft clafs of critics 
we may fafely leave to the judgment of all who are capable of receiving 
a fincere impreffjon from truth, and return to the objeét which was 
fir announced.” ‘ ° | tS 

* ‘There have been former expeditions to the coaft of Africa; though 
condu&ted upon principles differing toto calo from that fyftemayec 
eT of robbery and profcription which feems to have directed the pre- 
ent. The neareft approach they make to each other, is in the miferies 
they have endured in common. ‘How much more impreflive would 
be our remembrance of the fecond voyage of Charles V. and of the 
miferable adventure of Don Sebaftian, if one of the armies had pouréd 
out (through the medium of an ** Intercepted Correfpondence”’) its 
lamentations op the ftorm which fo néarly deftroyed the whole fret, 
and with it, every hope of returning : ‘and the other veuted its terror 
(fo dreadfully juftified by the event) of the implacable hoftility of 
Muley Moloch! But they wrote no letters,—or, if they did, there 
Was no vigilant enemy at hand tocapture them. It was referved by 
Providence for a maftér nation, in after times, to fulfer the hong perm 
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tated {cheme of blood to be carried a certain length towards its 

pletion ; then to clofe‘the fatal paffage on the heels of the emboldened 
snvaders, and not only to cut them faddenly off from every hope, by 
to hold forth to the prefent age, and to all pofterity, the alarm ang 
felt-condemnation of the perpetrators of the guilt! ? 

** And even if we looked at the Correfpondence with no hi 
view, never furely was there a more interefting one fubmitted to the 
eye of the reader. Every man muft recollect how his feelings hay 
been checked, while a uniformity of narration has deadened the interes 
which fhould naturally fpring from events of infinite variety and mo. 
ment. But were our livelinefs of perception never abates, nor is og 
animation ever fuffered to languifh, Not only are facts of the uemol 
importance defcribed, but {what is rarely to be found in commonhif. 
tory) the exifting opinions concerning them, All the writers ax 
pouring forth their undifguifed thoughts on the hazard of their fity. 
tion, into the bofoms of their families and friends. ‘Their hopes and 
fears, their credulity and repentance, their diftrefs and their prefump. 
tion, all pafs in quick and various review. ‘Their entire condition i 
Before us ;—quicquid agunt, votum, timor, ita, in fhort, thereisal 
but the voluptas. 

*« We turn, however, to a more ferious obje&, and with to poix 
out the peculiar ufes to be drawn from this Correfpondence. 

«* ‘There is no inftance on record in which the hiftory of a mof in 
portant expedition has been given, not only with fuch truth and dif 

atch, but with fo much falutary conviction for the future repofe ad 

fety of mankind. ‘That fome who have led, and fome who ham 
followed armics, have defcribed their operations is moft certain, But 
the vanity of one man, the error or intereft of another, affords but: 
flender ground (comparatively fpeaking) on which to build hiftorical 
confidence ; and in proportion as we recede from the unbiaffed tefii 
mony of numbers, the chance of truth is leflened. This {cems buta 
common remark ; but we fhall have more than a common ufe forit 
when the campaigns v Bonaparte in Italy fhall be given us (as ha 
Jong been threatened) from ** auTHOoRITY.” 

** Unfortunately there is no ‘ intercepted correfpondence’ from 
that army ; nothing, therefore,-remains to oppofe to the * authority’ 
which is to overawe us but the fettled incredulity of the intelligent, 
again{t French falfehood labouring to dignify and adorn French crv 
elty and rapine. But if ever the Egyptian expedition Thould be officially 
defcribed by the authors of it (of which we have no doubt) and tht 
mifchiefs and miferics of it, funk or gloffed over by the terrified and 
proftitute ‘ Savans,” (and of this we have as little doubt) tHex will 
thefe Letters rife up in judgment againft them !—Ten will the om 
ginal depravity of the plan be diftin@ly feen with the fatality of is 
execution! What began in iniquity ended inruin. Unceafing anxiety 
and diftrefs marked every ftage of the accurfed work, till the love 
blood and plunder finally funk under the dreadful clrattifement it bal 
voluntarily provoked. 

*« And this leads us to the important confequences to be derived 
the world, not only from the failure of the adventure, but from th 


declarations of the adventurers themfelves concerning it, We ae: 
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got to fay, that if any thing is hereafter to preferve Egypt from the 
eftlefinefs of reach rapacity, it will be thefe collections of «* inter- 
letters.” They ‘* fpeak daggers” though they “ ufe none.” 
And furely, if the total unprofitablenefs of the country which has 
been coveted by them for fo many ages; and the execrations of a 
whole army, on thofe who fent them to certain deftruction, tive any 
wer to deter—this will be the 2asT ATTEMPT on the ever hottile 
finds of Africa.” P. xiv. 


But, were it poflible to doubt the utility of the publication, 
the very fingular curiofity of it is beyond all controverfy. The 
acounts of the glorious action of Aboukir, by fpectators or 
actors among the army and navy of our enemies, lead us to 
dwell on the circumftances of that great victory with renewed 
triumph and fatisfaQion ; while they open to us details, which 
by other means we could not have obtained. Of this kind 
were the letters of Pouffielgue and Ganteaume, in the former 
part. Another in{ftance of the fame nature is found in a letter 
from a perfon named B. Julien Frangois in the prefent collec- 
tion. 


« Noon, ~~ rift.’ Fourteen Englifh veflels are this moment 
hove in fight. We make them to be twelve fail of the line, and twe 
frigates: thefe laft came within cannon fhot of Alexandria, but on af- 
certaining that our fleet was not in the harbour, they ftood off again 
immediately ; and, with the,reft of the fhips, are now making witha 
prefs of fail for Aboukir,—a port about three leagues from this city, 
where the French fleet is at anchor, ftrongly moored, as they fay here, 
and in a’fituation to give the Englifh a good reception. 

« Five o’clock. We difcern the Englifh fleet very clearly with 
eur glafles. It feems about to drop anchor at Aboukir, for the pur- 
pofe of attacking us. Half after five—'The canaonade begins, and 
about fix, increafes. Seven—lIt is now night, and the fire ftill increafes. 
Half after feven—The whole horizon feems in flames; this thews that 
athip ison fire. Eight—The cannonade flackens a little. Nine— 
The flames augment. A little after nine—The veffel blows up! how 
tremendoufly beautiful! a fky covered with fire ! 

“ Halt after nine—The cannonade flackens, and a thoufand failots 
are difpatched to Aboukir by land. Ten—The moon rifes on the 
a pk the fpot where the explofion took place. The French here ase 
all under arms, We are affembled at the houfe of General Kleber, and 
onthe terraces. Frefh detachments ate hourly difpatched to Aboukir, 
to reinforce the crews of our fhips. 

“* Midnight—The firing, which has never totally ceafed, recom. 
mences with redoubled fury. It is evident that the Englifh are de- 
termined to fink or be funk. We burn to know what has happened, 
byt we fhall be kept in fufpence till nine in the morning. 

* Three o’clock—The firing increafes in violence. {t has now 
tontinued an hour, Six-—-The firing ftill increafes, more failorsand 
vy sie are fending off It is now eight, and the firing is as brif 

ever, 

“« Nooa 
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«« Noon—An expres, is arrived from Aboukir. O fatal might} 
fatal atitoa for the honour of France! the fleet is dettroyed, Of 
thirteen fail of the line, and four frigates, wo only of each have made 


im de 


theie efcape. ‘They are failed for France, to carry you, | imagine 
this dreadful news. : 
*« Here, however, U break off, my dear Julia, for the purpofe of 
calming your appreheations. The £nglith, whom the ftupidiry gf 
our marine contributes to raife more thaa their own exertions, have ng 
profpect of fuccefs in attempting any thing againft us. The ports of 
Alexandria, flanked by batteries, and defended by nature, offer nothing 
But difyrace and death to an enemy, who, I muit again repeat it, an 
enty formidable through the ignorance of our marine! Imagine 
Reet in a pofition which allowed the Englith to fight them three o 
four :o one! a piece of ftupidity like this could rot efCape an eneay 
who has made the fea his peculiarelement. ) ics 

‘« Ic will appear very furprifing to you, that at the momentof 
writirig this (three days after the fatal affait) we fhould flill be to 
tenorant of the real ftate of ‘the Englith veffels, Some fay that fou 
or five of them are loft, or, at leatt, incapable of keeping the-feaj 
while others inflit that they have but five or fix in all, in a fated 
fervice,—but lam very apprehenfive that they will return with mom 
than they camne,—and, I am forry to obferve, that this idea is gaining 

round. , 
ss Such is this unfortunate event: but let us have done with thet 
melancholy details ; and do you ftill confole yourfelf with tefpedw 
the face of our colony. We are here well intrenched, and have litte 
to complain of but the want of intelligence from France. O Julit! 
how happy would it make me to feceive a letter ftom you at lealt ont 
a fortnight!” P. 78. 

Whatever may be the prefent fituation of Bonaparte, its 
evident from the following fragment of a letter from him, # 
which an engraved fac-fimile is prefixed to the volume, that he 
has been confiderably out in his reckoning. He flattered him 
fcif that he fhould pafs the winter now gone by, near Parisot 
in Burgundy. : 

“© Cairo (7 Thermidor) Fuly 28h 
«73 Citizen Jostrn Bonarartr, Deputy to the Council of Fin 
Hundred, at Paris. 

«« You will fee in the public papers the relation of the battles, and 
of the conquett of Egypt, which has been fufficiently difputed to add 
another leaf to the milkary glory of this army. Egypt is the mene 
country in the world, in wheat, rice, pulfe, and catele. Barbarilm’ 


atitsheight. Téere is no money in the country *; no, not even to pay th 
hroops. if think of being in France in two months oa x 

« ss Tk 
—— eee tlle 





* «© Theve is no money in the country! Tt is worth obfervation thst 
this fentence was written the very day after Bonaparte had dec ms 
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é Take your meafures fo that I may have a country feat at my are 
rival; either in the neighbourhood of. Paris, or in Burgundy: J reckon 
on paging the winter there.” P. 1@0. 


As the intimation of his paffing the winter in France has 
been the fubje& of fome difpute, we ftiall alfo infert the note 
of the editor on this point. 


« If the reader has noticed the Introduétion to the Fir Port of 
this Correfpondence, he has feen that we unequivocally declined in. 
ferting fuch of Bonaparte’s letters, as from their nature did not mate: 
sially inteseft the public. One fentence indeed we quoted (Introdud. 

. xvii.) from the letter before us; and here we fhould have refted, 
C4 not ure French (fee the Decade Philofophigque, No. 12) made an 
engenerous ufe of our referve, and-inftneated that we had no authority 
for the pailage in queftion, becaufe we forbore to produce the letter of 
which it made a part. ‘* Quanta Bonaparte,” fays the French cri- 
tics (fpeaking of what was advanced in the Introduction refpecting 
the plan of getting rid ef the Itahan armyy “* il s’eft préte & ce petiz 
arrangement en fe propofant d’abandonner au premier inttant fes ca« 
marades, pour revenir paffer Phiver en Bourgogne.” ‘This is quoted 
with a triumphant fneer, asa fabrication, perhaps, of the Englith edi« 
tors, too atrocious to be attributed to a perfon of Bonaparte’s welk 
known juftice and humanity. Good! we have now given an extrac 
from one of the General’s Ietters, in whith the obnoxious expreffion 
éccirs twice in the compafs of a few lines ; the atrocioufnefs, there- 
fore, (if there be any, which we are not inclined to deny) muft be 
transferred elfewhese. 

«* Now we are on this fubje&t, we thall take the opportunity of 
making a fhort remark. 

«* When the Firft Part of this Correfpondence was committed to 
the prefs, no particular pains were. taken to eftablifh its authenticity. 
kt certainly did not enter into our contemplation, that any de{criptiow 
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his official letters, to all Europe, that on the bodies of the two thou- 
fand Mameloucs, who fell in the ‘* battle of the Pyramids,” his fol~ 
dicts had found 20.¢00,000 livres in fpecie! !! (Firft Part, p. 64.) 
But this is not all,—it appears from the next line that Egypt was 
expeéted to furnish money for the troops, ‘This is a precious circume 
Rance, and affords matter for deep refleGion. ‘Bonaparte left France, 
perhaps, without a fingle day’s pay for hisarmy. ‘The plunder of 
alta, except a few ingots which were diftributed amongit the mer- 
chants of Alexandria, with a view of being 
on board the l’Orient; and with the expected treafures of Cairo, and 
the prand Caravan, was, undoubtedly, deftined to {well the private for- 
tunes of the Genera] and his confidents: while the troops were to be 
left as in Swabia, and Franconia, and Brabant, and Holland, and Italy, 
and Swifferland, to fupport themfelves by wrefting from the inhabi- 
tants, who are thus, in mockery, made ‘‘ free, and profperous, and 
happy,” the miferable reliques of the rapacity of the officers, and the 
agents of Government!” : 
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of perfons could be weak or wicked enough to deny, what was fo In. 
conteftably proved by internal evidence, (to fay nothing of the OFigi« 
nal Jetters having been always open to infpe¢tion), and the event has 
proved, that any explanation on our part would have been altogether a 
work of fupererogation;-——for, excepting the Morning Chronicle, 
which «* has taken a retaining fee,” to deny fturdily whatever com. 
proaifes the honour of France, and editors of the Decade Philofo. 
phique, who limit their doubts to the fingle pafflage we have men- 
tioned, doubts which they will now with, perhaps, they had either not 
eniertained, or not exprefled ; we know of no one that has called the 
authenticity of the Letters in queftion. Should there, however, be 
tuch a perfon, we will once for all folemnly affure him, that we have 
given them in all and every part precifely as they came from the hands 
ot the original writers, without the alteration or addition of a fingle 
fyllable, and with merely fuch occafional omiffions as we have alread 
mentioned, and as a regard for the delicacy of our readers feemed to 
render indifpenfable.” P, rer. 


The impreffion of this expedition endeavoured to be given 
by the French and their adherents, has been that of fomethin 
grand andimportant. How it was confidered by feveral of the 
perfons engaged in it we fhall briefly fhow, by a little Anthols- 
gy of paffages taken from the prefent volume of Letters. It 
is thus admirably depiéted by one of thg numerous Savans, or 
learned men, tranfported with the army, 


«¢ You cannot have forgot how much the fight, nay even the idea 
of a criminal executed, or about to be executed, ufed to affeét me. 
War is a fovercign remedy for this weaknefs. I have feen the dead 
and the dying, fcattered heads and limbs, and my heart failed meno 
longer; here is a fufficient proof, then, of the poffibility of accuf- 
toming one’s felf to carnage. I rode through the midft of three 
thoufand Mameloucs ; Milord* trembled under me, while I fixed my 
eyes on thofe poor victims of ambition and vanity, and faid to my- 
felf,—** We croft the fea, we brave the Engle leet, ewe difembark ina 
country which never thought of us, we pillage their villages, ruin their 
inhabnants, and violate their wives; we wantonly run the Lazard of dy- 
ing with hunger and thirff; we are every one of us on the point of bein 
afjeffinated; and all this for what ? in truth, we have not yet difeovered! 

«« The difguft of the army is univerfal, All the adminiftrations 
are diforganized, ‘There exifts among usa felfifhnefs, a fretfulnefs, 
that abfolutely incapacitates us from affociating together. With re- 
{pect to myfelf, I plunge into bufinefs, and thus efcape the general ex- 
nuie Lam fill with the fame commiffary of war; but you muft al- 
low me to obferve to you, that I have no inelination to wait till I am 
five-and- twenty, to become a commiflary myfelf. Do not forget me 
then, and above all, be aflured that the fooner you obtain my recall, 
the better ic will be for me. 
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se The career in which I am engaged at prefent, is a moft humi- 
Mating one, and we are conftantly fquabbling with the generals, The 
Commander in Chief is the only one who pays u8 any attention ; but 
he is obliged, at the, fame time, to wink at every thing in the officers, 
He treats them with great delicacy, and evidently fears that the army, 
which already begins to murmur, will at no great diftance of time 
roceed to fomething more alarming. In a word, take into your con- 
fideration too, that Sucy has loft much of his influence ; that fince he 
left Alexandria, he has executed no part of his office, on account of 
his having had the imprudente to go on boatd the flotilla (to infure, 
as he pretended, the fubfittence of the troops) and that he found him- 
felf, as he ought to have forefeen, without the poflibility of rejoining 
them. Finally, take notice, that in confequence of the climate, we 
are become, in fpite of ourfelves, liftlefs and inactive; and that we 
have the greateft difficulty in determining ourfelves to put one leg be- 


fore the other.” P. 40. 


From Adjutant-General Lacuée, we learn how much this 
miferable army underwent, in purfuit of objects fo worthy ! 


«© The campaign which we have juft finifhed, is indifputably the fe- 
yereft in which the French have ever been engaged. Our forced 
marches in the Defert, under a burning fky, and over ftill more 
burning fands, our want of water during five days, of bread during 
fifteen, and of wine during three months; our being continually un- 
der arms, ¢xpofed to a treacherous dew, which blinded all thofe who 
were not aware of it,—all this is infinitely more terrible than,battles 
and fieges. A little enthufiafm will,do for thefe,—true courage alone 
for the other ; courage not only of the heart, but of the head and the 
foul.” P. 130, 


An officer of the name of Piftre gives the following pi@ture. 


*© Modern Alexandria is nothing more than a mafs of mud bar- 
racks, forming a number of little narrow lanes, of which the filthi- 
nefs is beyond imagination, and which, together with thé exceffive 
heat of the climate, engendets a kind of ftagnant and putrifying air, 
annually productive of the plague. 

“ Ithad not intirely ceafed its ravages when we arrived : many of 
the fhips in the harbour were ftill infe¢ted, and I myfelf faw feveral 

r wretches, who were ill of it, carried'on fhore! I will freely con- 
sto you, that this {pectacle, joined to the ftupid and ferocious air 
of the inhabitants, cut me to the heart ; and 1 faid to myfelf, «* How 
rould the Government of France make Juch extraordinary efforti, and ex 
pyle an army of forty thoufand men to deftrudtion, for the fake of fubduing 
a fet of frerce and brutified favages.” | 

** Such, my dear friend, was the queftion I put to myfelf on firft 
fetting foot on this burning foil; which preferits nothing to the eye 
but immenfe deferts, utterly deftitute of water; and one of which, 
extending more than forty miles in breadth, we crofled in our firft 
mafeh from Alexandria.” P. 148. 

Nn After-. 
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49° The Root of the Evil. 


Afterwards, in the fame letter, he fays, 


** From the flight tketch which I have given you of Egypt, you 
may eafily conceive that the army is by no means pleafed with this eX. 
pedition, to a country of which the ufages, diet, and exceffive heat 
are totally repugnant to our mannef of living in Europe. The major 
part of the army is labouring under a diarrh@a; and albungh vide 
rious, will terminate its career by perifbing miferably, if our Government 
perfifis in its ambitions proje@s. Many officers are throwing up their 
commiffions; and I freely confefs to you, that I would alfo throw 
up mine, if f had the leaft profpect of obtaining any thing in France; 
but, deprived as I am of every refource, I mutt perfevere, and ; 
tiently wait to fee what change events may bring about in our sala 
critical fituation.” P. 151. 


One Rofis writes thus: 


«© We inhabit a country with which we are all diffatisfied, to a de. 
ree not to be conceived. Jf the troops had but kuctwn what it ewas, 
ofore they guitted France, they would have preferred death a thoufand 

times to the mifery to which they now find themfelves reduced.” P. 219, 


He adds foon after a circumftance not a little horrible as 
well as ftriking. 


«« We are exceedingly reduced in our numbers. Befides all this 
there exifts a general difcontent in the army. Defpondency was never 
at fuch a height before: we have had feveral foldiers who blew out 
their brains in the prefence of the Commander in Chief, exclaiming to 
him, ‘‘ Voila ton ouvrage ;” ** this is your qorkl”’ =P. 220, 


No particular remark can be required to illuftrate thefe 
nuine and extraordinary paflages. The laft article in this 
volume is an excellent addrefs oe the Patriarch of Conftan- 
tinople, written in moderna Greek, much more nearly ap- 
proaching to the ancient than we have ufually feen. 





Art. VIII. The Root of the Evil. 840. 73 pp. ® 
Debrett. 1797. 


How this pamphlet, which promifes fo material a difcovery, 
has fo long elcaped our notice, we cannot undertake to 
fay ; it is not however too late, even now, to examine the 
author’s reafons for fuppofing that he has difcovered the latent 
fource of mifchief ; which if it exifted, as he ftates it, in 1797 
certainly has not yet been cleared away. 

«© The Root of the Evil,” according to this writer, is 
*¢ the want of public virtue in the nation;” or, as he more 


fairly 
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fairly explains it, ‘« the confidence repofed in the Miniter.” 
To prove this, he enters into a comparifon of our fituation as 
fr (tood in 1797, with the ftate of the kingdom at the acceflion 
of his prefen Mayeity. In this ftatement there are, in our 
opinion, fome exaggcrations, and fore very material omif- 
fionss Lhe increafe of our national debt is pointedly fet 
forth; while neither the great increafe of our commerce and 
revenue, nor the fund ettablifhed, for the redu€tion of that 
debt, and conftantly increafing, are fo much as noticed. The 
contraGtion of the Britifh Empire, by the lofs of America, is 
aifo {tated as a motive for diftrufting the meafures of govern- 
ment. Who would not fuppofe this lofs to have happened un- 
der the prefent adminiftration, and not by the meafures of 
thofe whom the friends of this writer cherifh, but whom the 
prefent Minifter oppofed ? The writer alfo tells us, that ‘the 
approved flate-laws of former times are declared inadequate to 
the exigencies of the prefent,” but is prudently filent on the 
peculiar fituation and events by which thofe exigencies have 
been produced, 

Neither is the fituation of Great Britain with regard to fo- 
reign powers, in our opinion, fairly ftated or argued. The ad- 
vantages obtained by France (as applied to Great Britain) are 
not merely exaggerated, but they are afcribed, in part, to ‘ the 
gigantic energies of a Republic,” as the writer terms: them, 
and in part to her fuperior policy. But are thefe energies the 
energies of a true Republic? Or, rather, are they not the 
energies of a defpotic oligarchy governing under republican 
names and forms? Or are their advantages derived from true 
political wifdom, or from the means and refources of Jaco- 
binifm ? The antiquated clamour again({t fecret influence is 
next revived, on the authority of am affertion afcribed to the 
late Earl of Chatham (made at leaft thirty years ago) and, al- 
though the writer does not attempt to prove its exiftence fince 
Mr. Pitt came into office, he gravely calls upon that Minifter 
either to admit its continuance to the prefent moment, or to 
point out the precife period when it ceafed. 

The obje&tion brought againft the prefent war (namely, that 
the caufe and obje@ of it were not defined) has been an hundred 
times made, and an hundred times anfwered. With the man. 
Who does not conceive that the honour of the nation was in- 
fulted, and its fecurity endangered, by the conduét of the 
French Convention, or who thinks the Convention offered to 
usany juft reparation and adequate fecurity, it is needlefs for 
usto argue. But the ** party-writer” {till more f{lrongly ap- 
pears, where the author complains of ‘* the Machiavelian po- 
licy,” as he calis it, of dividing the Oppofition ; as if the di- 
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Vifion of that party was not fully accounted for by the events 
which occurred! To unite all fupporters of the conftitution, and 
not to divide any one from his friends, was, in our opinion 
both the true policy of the time, and the real obje& of the 
adminiftration. 

The affociations in 1792, for preferving liberty and property, 
are next molt grofsly vilified. We have always moft decidedly 
thought, not only that the object of thofe affociations was 
laudable, but that their condudt was altogether meritorious, 
and its effeéts highly beneficial. That their defign was to in. 
fluence the people againft France, and to produce a war with 
that nation, we abfolutely deny ; and we could not without in- 
dignation perufe the following paffage : 


‘«¢ Affociations were formed, not merely to reprefs what the law 
had defined to be fedition, but to perfecute that as fedition which ouf 
anceftors had approved and enjoined as duty. A fyftem of efpionage 
the moft malignant in its principle, and in its effects the moft deftruc. 
tive of focial happinefs, was deliberately eftablifhed, under the pretext 
of preferving focial order; and the moft grofs libels on the contftitus 
tion were publithed by thefe affoeiations, under the pretext of refcuing 
it from the calumnies of Paine, and of giving it additional worth in 
the eftimatiop of an intelligent people.” P. 33. 


All this we know has been often afferted by thofe who 
found the affociations an obftacle to their fchemes, but we do 
not recolle& any,attempt to prove it by fub{tantial facts ; and 
we are convinced that the gentlemen by whom thofe ailocia- 
tions were in{tituted, are incapable of formimg any fy{tem of 
«« efpionage,” or plan of * perfecution.” Of the perfons who 
fet the example in London, we can fay, from perfonal know- 
ledge, that more valuable or honourable men cannot exift. 

As to the pretended ‘* libels on the conftitution,” of which 
the author has given only a fingle extra&t by way of example, 
it is palpably unjuft to expeét that, in a variety of publications 
on fuch a fubject, admitting of fuch various opinions, 7 
fentence and expreffion {hould Be fuch as to bid defiance to hol- 
tile criticifm. It is furely fufficient if the publications thus 
recommenved had, upon the whole, a beneficial tendency. But 
the writer afks, 

«© What addition of ftrength has the country derived from thole 
who fo liberally pledged their lives and fortunes? Our danger has in 
creafed, or is diminithed. If it has increafed, where are our aflociae 
tions ? If it has diminifhed, whence the neceflity of new and unpre- 
cedented reftraints on our national liberties ? They, who juftify fach 
reftraints, muft maintain that danger from the influence of French 
principles ftill exits; but if the aflociations which were to defend us 
againit fuch danger are no more, when the increafe of the danger de- 
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wsanded more ative vigilance, are we not warranted in confidering ¢1- 
cher their inftitution as ufelefs, or the members of them as deferters of 


and the caufe which they had pledged themfelves to fupport?” P. 35. 
ee, To unravel all the fophiftry in the foregoing paflage, would 
the take more time and fpace than it deferves ; but, we weuld afk, 
does it neceflarily follow, that becaufe eur danger has fince in- 
"ys creafed (admitting, for a moment, that alternative) the exer- 
diy tions of the allociators have not prevented its {till more rapid 
rhe and extenfive progrefe? is it of no advantage in warfare to 
us, impede the march of an enemy, and confine the range of his 
- devaftations, though you cannot at once defeat and expel him ? 
ith But although, on the other hand, the danger may be in fome 
- refpedis diminifhed, may it not {till be expedient to watch the 
defigns of an enemy fo indefatigable and perfevesing, and to 
1W ftrengthen, by additional defences, the fortrefs he attempts to 
uf deftroy ? When the writer afferts, that “ the affociations are 
43 no more,” does he mean to infer, that becaufe they no longer 
. act under the fame name and forms, the fpirit which they 
; created ceafes to exift ? Do we not feel their falutary effe&ts in 
2 the fupport given fo generally to public credit and public de- 


D fence? In the mutual confidence fubfifting among the friends 
of order and good government? In the patriotic meafures of 
our gentry, Our yeomanry, our merchants? In the voluntary 


' fubfcriptions ? In the armed affociations ? Thefe are the legi- 
timate offspring of the affociations formed in 1792; or rather, 
thefe are the affaciations themfelves, fubfifting under new 
modes and furms, and varying according to the exigence of 
times and circumftances, but uniform in their objeét and ten- 


dency. 

Sufficient has, we truft, been already ftated, to fhow this 
tract, however ingenious, to be a very partial publication ; and 
to evince, that the chicf grounds on which it refts are weak, 
and its principal arguments delufive. It is not, upon the 
whole, a Fucobinicgl work ; but we muft objec to fuch ex- 
preflions as ** France willed to be free.” Befides that this is 
the very cant of the Jacobins, the notorious fact is, that 
France, under the name of freedom, has only provided her(-lf 
with a fucceflion of more intolerable tyrants. We alfo object 
to the infinuatjon, that Great Britain ever had “ a finifter pur- 
pofe” in her conduct towards France ; that there can be any 
occafton, or that it would anfwer any end, to difavaw it; or 
that the ever denied ‘* the right of independent flates to pro- 
vide for their own happinels,” whil/f they do not ad furb the 
happine/s of others. We protett againft the doctrine, that be- 
caufe tome of the original caufes of the war had, by a change 
of circumitances, ceafed to operate, Great Britain would not 
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be warranted in providing, by other means, for the great ang 
unvaried object of the war, the national honour and fecurity, 

We cannot in this place difcufs the merits of that A@ of 
Parliament again{t which this writer ftrongly inveizhs, name! , 
‘* the a& for reftraining tumultuous and feditious meetings," 
Eut we may venture to affert of that ftatute (which it thould 
be remembered is only temporary) that its provifions are by no 
means inconfiftent with rational and conftitutional freedom, 
and that the good effects of it are now acknowledged by mol 
of thofe who at firft doubted its expediency. Bur as the evils 
(if evils they are) which the writer defcribes, have arifen, as 
he admits, from an almoft unlimited national confidence in 
the minifter, and that confidence, he mult alfo admit, has con- 
tinued, and even increafed ; we may afk, whether it is likely, 
or indeed poifible, that, after the experience of a fourteen 
years adminiftration, and that toe under the moft trying cir. 
cumftances, the nation which ftill confides in a minitler, and 
ftill prefers him to his opponents, fhould be fo grofsly de. 
ceived ? Surely a nation, thus circumilanced, may at length be 
permitted to judge for itfelt, 

We can hardly think the writer’s objections: to the condu& 
of the laft negociation deferving of a ferious anfwer. It may 
be fufficient to ftate, that he confiders Spain and Holland as 
allies of France (in the ordinary fenfe of the word) and argues 
accordingly, although he admits they were forced into the warby 
her ;—that he commends France for adhering to what he calls 
treaties with thefe allies; treaties made by her fagrante beilo, and 
for the manifeft purpofe of affording a pretext to refilt the claims 
of Great Britain ;—that he talks of thefe allies refufing to make 
the ceflions required (as if France was not abfolute miftrefs of 
their compliance or refufal) and that he condemns Great Britain, 
who has acquired fome Dutch colonies, for not at once yielding 
them to an evemy already, in effect, polfeffed of the mother 
country. The refit of his arguments on this topic appear to 
us of the fame {tamp, and to contain mifreprefentations fo pal- 
pable, that it is unneceffary to purfue them. 

Upon the whole, this tract is certainly written with addrefs 
and art; but it fcarcely fuggefts any argument that has not 
been anfwered (fatisfa€torily to our apprehenfion) both in and 
out of Parliament. 
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Ast. IX. Travels in the Two Sicilies, and foine Parts of the 
Appenines. Tranflated from the Original Italian of the Abbé 
Lazzaro Spailanzani, Profeffar Rayal of Natural Hiflory in. 
the Univerfity of Pavia, and Superintendant of the Imperial 
Maufeum in that City; Fellow of the Royal Soctety of London 5 
and Member of the Academies of Pruffia, Stockholm, Gottingen, 
Turin, Padua; €%c. €8c. In Four Volumes, With Eleven 
Plater. 8vo. 21. 8s. Robinfons. 17g8. 


\ HOEVER is acquainted with the prefent ftate of Natural 

Hiltory, cannot be ignorant of the fcience, the learning, 
and the indultry of the jultly celebrated author of thefe travels, 
Atthe time when the prefent volumes were written, Spallanzant 
was Dire€tor of the public Imperial Mufeum of Natural 
Hittory, in the univerfity of Pavia, to the enriching and im- 
proving of which he diligently applied himfelf. “The journey, 
of which the four volumes before us contain an account, 
affords an ample proof of thisaffertion ; for it was undertaken 
at the expence of the author, and for the fole purpofe of 
completing the volcanic part of mineral fubftances, of which 
the mufeum ftoodin need. The Phlegrean fields, the volcanos 
of Italy and Sicily, and the Eolian or Lipari Iflands, were the 
regions which were vilited by Spallanzani. 

In the Preface to the work, the Abbé informs us of the 
ftudies in which he engaged, in order to prepare himfelf for the 
object he had in view. He alfo makes us acquainted with the 
various means he employed to difcover the real nature of vol- 
canos, and their many fingular produ€ts. The limits of our 
undertaking do not permit us to extra this part, and it is im- 
polible to abridge it with any juftice to its contents ; but we 
would rongly recommend it to the perufal and ftudy of every 
young mineraiogift who propofes to make ufeful excurfions. 

Throughout the work we have met with many new and ine 
terclting tacts, which have hitherto efcaped the notice of tra- 
vellers and writers. The greater part of thefe are related with 
that minutenefs of detail fo peculiar to the author, and which we 
always with to fee imitated, where nature is to be deferibed, 
But while we do full juftice to the general learning and talents 
of Spallanzani, to the noblencfs of the motives which prompred 
him to undertake this journey, and to the patience and pains 
with which he cxecuted it ; impartial truth demands an ace 
knowledgment, that, tn our opinion, he neither has made a 
long or a very profound ftudy of mineralogy. By far the greater 
number of the obfervations in this interefling tour, and the 
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fpeculations he indulges, relate to matters, which, fo far fron] 
pecs of the firft importance to the learned geologift and gj. 
neralogift, can hardly be faid to be of a fecondary confequence 
in the natural hiftory of the awful mountains he defcribes, 


«© To acquire a juft knowledge of a mountainous volcanized coun. 
try,” fays the author, ** the beft method is firft to afcend the higheg 
mountain, and, after having examined the fummit, to turn the eye 
downward and obferve the chain.of fmaller mountains that furround 
it. We may thus,” he continues, ‘* at one glance difcover the form 
of thefe inferior mountains and their interchangeable conne¢tion, ang 
the relations they bear to each other, and to the primary mountains, 
with other objects, which had we firft afcended one of the lower moup. 
tains we fhould not have been able to afcertain.” 


Agreexbly to thefe notions, a very great portion of the work 
is occupied with a fa(tidioufly minute detail of the thape of 
volcanic mountains, the fituation and fize of the mouth og 
crater, and the courfes which the lava took when it flowed down 
their fides. We fhould be glad to know what real advantage 
is likciy to arife to fcience from thefe defcriptions, In our 
opinion, ** a juft knowledge of a mountainous volcanic coun. 
try,” does not coofift in fuch kind of information ; bu:, frf, in 
a faithful and accurate defcription of the rocks or mountains 
through which the volcano has burft ; and this is not to be 
known by afcending to its crater, and looking down the 
fmoking vent, but by defcending to the very lowermott edgeof 
the mountain, and afcertaining where the lava ftops, and by ex- 
amining on what rocks it lies. Secondly, in giving an accurate 
and fcientific account of the external charaGters and chemical 
qualities of the various fubftances which have been ejected by 
the volcano, diftinguifhing thofe which have been thrown out 
without having fuffered any material change, from thofe which 
have been in a ftate of fufion, or have been changed by heat, 
Thirdly, by endeavouring to afcertain both by experiment and 
obfervation, whether the rocky ftratum of the earth which has 
been forced open by the volcano, is capable of yielding materials 
fimilar to thofe which have been either fufed or vitrified. And, 
lafily, the height, fhape, and number of the volcanic moune 
tains and their craters may be mentioned. 

The work commeuces with a vifit to Vefuvius, during the 
time of an eruption. The account of this occupies the firlt 
chapter. In this chapter the Abbé Spallanzani takes notice of 
a number of circumftances which feem to have been totally 
overlooked by Sir W. Hamilton, and other writers on the ‘fub- 
ject of volcanic eruptions. The moft interefting part of the 
fecond chapter, isa defcription of the Solfatara, and its various 
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u@&s which have not been hitherto accurately defcribed by 
any traveller, The author accounts for the formation of the 
fulphures of iron (martial pyrites) in the humid way ; in which 
opinion we entirely agrec with him, as we have plenty of proof 
in this country of pyyites being formed in a fimilar manner, 
Jndeed it is not eafy to imagine how it fhould be a produce of 
fire, fince it is eafily decompofed by heat. 

According to this author, the lavas of Solfatara have horn- 
fone for their bafis. ‘This indeed feems to be a favourite 
opinion with him in regard to all lavas, for we find him affert- 
ing the fame thing ker lavas of Vefuvius, Strom- 
boli, Volcano, and Lipari. He does not however adduce a 
fingle fact in proof of this allertion, We have at this mo- 
ment before us, a colle&tion both of compaét and porous lavas 
from Vefuvius, Solfatara, and Aftna; but we confefs that we 
cannot difcern any charaéter, far lefs an alfemblage of charac- 
ters, which would induce us to fuppofe their bafis,was petro- 
filex. 

In the third chapter there is a long letter from the Abbé 
Breiflach, containing a hiftory of the grotta del cane, and an 
inquiry into the caufes of the copious emanation of carbonic 
acid gas. Both the Abbé B.’s opinion, and that of Spallan- 
zani on this fubjeét, appear to us extremely fanciful, and by no 
means fupported by faéts., The, former thinks the carbon of 
the carbonic acid, is furnifhed by plumbago, and the oxygen 
by pyrites! The latter thinks the fixed air is immediately de- 
rived from the carbonate of lime, acted on by fubterraneous 
fire; fo that in fact he imagines the whole ground underneath 
to be a kind of lime kiln, which muft have been burning long 
before, and ever fince the days of Pliny. Our opinion is, that 
the fulphur of the pyrites is gradually changed into fulphuric 
acid, and in that {tate feizes the calcareous matter, difengaging 
the carbonic acid, and forming gypfe ; and this fuppofition we 
think is proved by the fpecimens of gypfe and fulphur brought 
from that place. 

In the feventh chapter, the author defcribes his journey to 
Mount Aitna. The difficulties and dangers he had to encoun- 
ter in his afceng to the top of this ftupendous mountain, are re- 
lated with all the feeling and livelinefs of an Italian, We 
fhall prefent our readers. with the guthor’s account of the crater 
or mouth of this volcano, his defcription of it being, in our 
opinion, much more interefting and accurate, than that of any 
other traveiler with whofe writings we are acquainted. 

After having pafled over three beds of hot lava, many places 
of which menaced him with danger, he adds, ‘ae 
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*« I had yet to encounter other obftacles. I had to pafs that tsaq 
which may properly be called the cone of Etna, and which, ing 
right line, is about a mile, or fomewhat more, in Jength. This way 
extremely fteep, and not lefs rugged from the accumulated fcorig 
which had been heaped upon it in the laft eruption, the pieces of which 
were neither connected together, nor attached to the ground; fo 
that, frequently when I flepped upon one of them, before I could 
advance my other foot, it gave way, and, forcing other pieces befor 
it dewn the fteep declivity, carried me with it, compelling me to 
make many fteps backwards inftead of one forwards, To add to 
this inconvenience, the larger pieces of {coriz above that on which I 
had ftepped, being deprived of te fupport of thofe contiguous to them, 
came rolling down upon me, not without danger of violently bruifi 
my feet, or breaking my legs. After feveral ineffeCtyal attempts to 
proceed, | found the only method to avoid this inconvenience, and 
continue my journey, was to ftep only on thofe larger pieces of {co. 
riz which, on account of their weight, remained firm: bie the length 
of the way was thys more than doubled, by the circuitous windings it 
was neceffary to make, to find fuch pieces of fcoria-as from their 
large fize were capable of affording a ftable fupport. | employed 
three hours in palling, or rather dragging myfelf, ta the top of the 
mountain, partly from e. unable to proceed in a right line, and 
partly from the fleepnefs of the declivity, which obliged me to climh 
with my hands and feet, fweating and breathlefs, and under the 
neceffity of topping at intervals to reft, and recover my ftrength, 
How much did I then envy the good fortune of thofe who had vifited 
Etna before the eruption of 1787, when, as my guides affured me, 
the journey was far lefs difficult and laborious! 

«* I was not more than a hundred and fifty paces diftant from the. 
vertex of the cone, and already beheld clofe to me, in all their ma. 
jefty, the two columns of finoke. Anxious.to reach the borders of 
the ftupendous gulph, I fummoned the little ftrength 1 had remain- 
ing to make a lait effort, when an unforefeen obftacle, for a moment, 
cruelly retarded the completion of my ardent wifhes. The volcanic 
craters, which are ftill burning more or lefs, are ufyally furrounded 
with hot falphureous acid fteams, which iffue from their fides, and 
rife in the air, From thefe the fummit of Ema is not exempt; but 
the largeft of them rofe to the weft, and I was on the fouth-eaft fide. 
Here, likewife, fouf or five ftreams of fmoke arofe, from a part 
fomewhat lower; and through thefe it was neceflary to pafs; fince on 
one fide was a dreadful precipice, and on the other fo iteep a decli- 
vity, that I and my companion, from weaknefs and fatigue, were un- 
able to afcend it; and ic was with the utmoft difficulty that our twa 
guides made their way up it, notwithftanding they were fo much 
accuftomed to fuch laborious expeditions, We continued our jour. 
ney, therefore, through the midft of the vapours; but, though we 
ran as fa(t as the ground and our ftrength would permit, the. fulphu- 
reous fleams with which they were loaded were extremely offenfive, 
and prejudicial to refpiration; and affected me, in particular, fo 
much, that for fome moments I was deprived of fenfe; and found, by 


expe. 






































rad 
Ing 


rig 


Spallanzani’s Travels. 499 


experience, how dangerous an undertaking it is to vilit volcanic re. 
ions infelted by fuch vapours, 
«« Having pafled this plage, and recovered by degrees my former 
srefence of mind; in Jefs than an hour fd arrived at the utmott fammit ' 
of Etna, and began to difcover the edges of the crater; when our 
nides, who had preceded me at fome dittance, turned back, and 
Esficning towards me, exclaimed in a kind of tranfport, that I never 
gould have arrived at a more proper time to difeover and obferve the 
jnternal part of this ftupendous volcano, ‘The reader will eafily con- 
ceive, without my attempting to defcribe it, how great a pleafure I 
felt at finding my labours and fatigue at length crowned with fuch 
complete fuccefs. This pleafure was exalted to a kind of rapture, 
when [ had completely reached the fpot, and perceived that 1 might, 
without danger, contemplate this amazing {pettacle. I fat dowa 
near the edge of the crater, and» remained there two hours, to re- 
cover my ftrength after the fatigues I had undergone in my joute 
ney. 1 viewed with aftonifhment the configuration of the borders, 
the internal fides, the form of the immenfe cavern, its bottom, aa 
aperture which appeared in it, the melted matter which boiled with- 
jn, and the fmoke which afcended from it. ‘The whole of this ftue 
pendous feene was diftinétly difplayed before me; and 1 fhall now 
roceed to give fome defcription of it, though it will only be pof- 
fible to prefent the reader with a very feeble image, as the fight alone 
can enable him to form ideas at all adequate to objects fo grand and 
aftonifhing. 

‘«« ‘The upper edges of the crater, to judge by the eye, are about a 
mile and a half in circuit, and form an oval, the longeft diameter of 
which extends from eaft to weft, . As they are in feveral places bro. 
ken, and crumbled away in large fragments, the, appear as it were 
indented, and thefe indentations are a kind of enormous fteps, formed 
of projecting lavas and fcoriz. The internal fides of the cavern, or 
crater, are inclined in different angles in ¢?*2rent places. To the 
weft their declivity is ight: they are more feep-to the north; ftill 
more fo to the ealt ; and to the fouth-eaft, on which fide 1 was, they 
are almoft perpendicular. se yc th. itregularity, how- 
ever, they form a kind of funnel; Jarge at the top, and narrow ac the 
bottom; as we ufually obferve in other craters. ‘The Gides appear ir- 
regularly rugged, and abound with con@retions of an orange colour, 
which, at fat. I took for fulphur; but, afterwards, found to be the 
muriate of ammoniac; having been able to gather fome pieces of it froin 
the edges of the gulph. ‘The Bocenm is nearly a horizontal plape, about 
two-thirds of a mile in circumference. It appears ftriped with 
yellow, probably from the above-mentioned falt. In this plain, from 
the place where I ftood, a circular apertyre was vifible, apparently 
about five poles in diameter, from which 1ffyed the larger column of 
finoke, which I had feen before I arrived at the fummit of Kina. [ 
fhall not mention feveral ftreams of fmoke, which arofe like thin 
clouds from the {ame bottom, and different places in the fides. The 
principal column, which at its origin might be about twenty feet in 
diameter, afcended rapidly in a perpendicular direttion, while it was 
within the crater; but, when it had rifen above the edges, inclined 
towards the weit, from the a¢tion of a light wind; and, when ghee 
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sifen higher, dilated into an extended but thin volume, This fmoke 


was white, and, being impelled to the fide oppofite that on which 
iwas, did not prevent my feeing within the aperture; in which, I 
can affirm, I very diftinétly percetved a liquid ignited matter, which 
continually undulated, boiled, and rofe and fell, without {fpreadin 
over the ‘Bases This certainly was the melted lava Which 

‘ arifen to that aperture from the bottom of the Etnean gulph. 

** The favourable citcumftance of having this aperture immediate! 
under my view induced me throw into it fome large ftones, by rolling 
them dowa the fteep declivity below me. ‘Thefe ftones, which were 
only large pieces of lava that I had detached from the edges of the cras 
ter, bounding down the fide, in a few moments fell on the bottom, and 
thofe which entered into the aperture, and ftruck the liquid lava, p10. 
duced a found fimilar to that they would have occafioned had they 
fallen into a thick tenacious pafte, Every ftone I thus threw ftruck 


againft and loofened others in its pdflage, which fell with it, and in like . 


manner ftruck and detached others in their way, whence the’ founds 
produced were confiderably multiplied, The ftones which tell og 
the bottom rebounded, even when they were very large, and returned 
a found different from that I have before defcribed. The bottom 
cannot, therefore, be confidered as only a thin cruft; fince, were 
it not thick and folid, it muft have been broken by ftones fo heavy 
falling from fo great a height,” ‘Voli, p. 242. 


The author concludes this chapter with a liveby and beaus 
tiful defcription of the extenfive view he beheld from the 
fummit of Aétna. 

From Mount tna the author returned to Catania, the 
defcription of which finifhesthe volume. —, 

The whole of the fecond yolume is occupied by an ate 
count of the Abbé’s Journey to the Lipari Iflands, In this 
volume there is a very fatisfatory account of pumice-{tone, 
and its varieties, which are defcribed with much precifion, 
From the chemical analyfis of thefe curious productions he 
concludes, that their bafis is not always fimilar, A great 
number gave him the fame refult as feldfpar, whereas the ele- 
ments of the pumice of Arfo, in Ifchia, were like thofe of 
horn{tone, and thofe of two varieties of puntice from Santo- 
rine were like afbeftus. 

In the third volume the fame tour,is continued, A great 
part of it, however, is occupied in fpeculative inquiries into 
the origin of Bafaltes; the nature of the gafes of volcanos, and 
the caufes of their eruptions ; into the produGion of the mu- 
riatic acid, and an inquiry into the he of its being fo free 
qu nily mixed with various volcanic produéts. 

The fourth volume is more mifcellaneous than any of the 
preccding, but is not lefs interefting. It contains Confidera- 
tions relative to the aAivity of Volcanic Fires; a moft dif- 


trefling Piture of Meffina after the Earthquake in 1783, and 
ap 
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an Account of the calamitous Accidents which befel that 
City ; Obfervations on Scylla and Charybdis; Obfervations 
on Phofphorefcent Medufe, and other AGiilujca difcovered in 
the Straits of Meffina; an Account of the Coral Fithery of 
the fame Place; and the Fithéry of the Sword-fith and of the 
Sea-dog. We fhall infert the account of Meffina. 


« When I travelled in thofe parts, the dreadful effets of the 
earthquake of 1783 were the common fubject of difcourfe. On my 
entering, in the felucca, the Strait of Meflina, fome of the people 
who were with me pointed out to me the fhore of Scilla, where a 


a8 number of people were drowned at that calamitous time, A | 


readful fhock of an earthquake took place, about noon, on the ¢th of 
February of the above year, which terrifying the people of Scilla, they 
fled in crowds to the fhore, when, about eight o’clock the following 
flight, according to the Italian reckoning *, another violent fhock fuc- 


ceeded, in which the waves rofe fo high thac they covered the whole * 


fhore, and out of more than a thoufand perfons who were there cole 
Ieéted, among whom was the Prince of Scilla himfelf, not one efcaped 
to relate and mourn the fate of the reft. The furious waves, rufhing 
into the ftrait, penetrated to the harbour of Meffina, and nearly fuak 
the vefiels there at anchor, 

«« When I arrived oppofite to the city, I began to fee the fatal 
dnd ruinous effects of this dreadful earthquake, The curvature of. 
the harbour was formerly embellifhed, for the extent of more than a 
mile, with a continued range of fuperb palaces, three ftorics in 
height, ufually called the Pa/azzata, inhabited. by merchants and 
éther perfons of opulence, which formed a kind of fuperb amphithe- 
atre. The upper ftory, and a ‘nage of the fecond, of thefe buildings 
were entirely thrown down, the lower greatly torn and damaged, 
and the whole of this extenfive pile deferted by its inhabitants. 

«© When I entered the city, every ohjeét which met my view tended 
to awaken melancholy fentiments and commiferation. Excepting fome 
of the wider and more frequented ftreets, the reft were all heaps of 
ruins, either piled ip on each fide, or fcattered in the middle, and 
rendering it impoflible te pafs them. Many of the houfes were ftill 
in the fone rdinous ftate in which they had been left by the earth- 
quake; fome entirely deftroyed and levelled with the ground, others 
Ralf thrown down, and others ft7ll ftanding, or rather hanging in the 
air, merely from the fupport afforded by the ruins around them, 
Thofe which had efcaped this deftruction appeared as if preferved by 
a miracle, torn and rent as they were, ‘The cathedral was among 


the number of thefe fortunate edifices. This is a {pacious building, 


of gothic architecture, Its interior has fuffered little or no damage. 
It is embellifhed with a number of columns of granite, brought from 
an ancient Grecian temple, which once ftood on the Faro (or Strait 
of Meffina), and with elegant Mofaic work wrought with the moft 
beautiful jafpers of Sicily. — 





* About ene in the morning, 
se The 
















































eA er i 


Aetna mt Le ATE 
cect et A LL 



























s08 Spallansani’s Travels. 


«« The deftruétion of fo great a number of houfes as were throws 
down by this dreadful earthquake, obliged the people of Meffina té 
take refuge in wooden fteds built for the occafion, many of 
which were ftill landing when I was there. ‘They had begun, boat 
ever, to rebtidd the houles, but on a different plan from the old oney, 
‘They had obferved that the higheft had faffered moft, and that, in the 
vinlent fhocks of the earthquake, the beams, by continually and for. 
cibly beating again the walls, had completed the ruin of the edifice, 
They ecrtibae refolved to build them lower, and to conftrué the 
wood-work in fuch a manner, that, in cafe of a fimilar vifitation, 
the {hock -fhould be fuftained by the whole of the re pe not 
by a part only. This precaution, it is evident, muft be of the 
greateft utility, fhould the city again fuffer a calamity of this nature, 

‘* Though it was now nearly the fixth year fince that dreadful dift 
after, confiderable remains of the dfead, confternation, and, I 
fay, ftupefaction, which ufually accompany great terfors, were Sif 
manifeft in the minds of the people at Meffina, They had. fill pre. 
fent in their memory all the circumftances.of that dreadful time; nor 
could I liften to the narrative they gave of them without fhuddering, 

. ** That ancient city, which Pad fo repeatedly fuffered, was not 
deftroyed by one but feveral earthquakes, which lafted in fucceffivé 
fhocks, from the sth to the 7th of February 1783. The moft des 
ftin@tive was that of the sth, but an interval of fome minutes elap- 
fing between the firft nit fecond fhock, the inhabitants had time to 
uit their houfes, and fly to the open plain. Hence the number 
thofe who were killed was not proportionate to the quantity of ruins, 
They did not exceed eight hundred. | : 

«* In a memoir relative to the earthquakes in that part of Calabria 
oppofite to Meffina, which happened at the fame time, it is faid that, 
before the firft thock, the dogs in the city began to how! violently, 
and were-killed by a public order. On my enquiring of the people 
of the country, they affured me that the fact was falfe, and that no 
other phenomenon preceded this calamity but the flight of. the fea 
mews and fome other birds from the fea to the mountains, as they 
ufvally do on the approach of a tempeft. A very violent noife, re- 
fembling that of a number of carriages rattling over a ftone-bridge, 
was the firft fymptom, while at the fame time a thick cloud arofé 
from Calabria, which was the centre of the-earthquake, the propaga- 
tion of which was fucceflively apparent by the fall of buildings from 
the point of the Faro to the city of Meflina, as if at that point a mine 
had been fired, which extended along the fhore, and continued into 
the city. The fhock was moft violent, and the motion extremely 24- 
trgular. Inno part were any fire or {parks obferved. The ground 
along the thore opened in fiflures parallel te it; and though in fome 
places thefe continued more than a month, the dread and conftere 
nation with which every one was feized, prevented any attempt to 
meafure them. P 

* After the firft fhock, which, as we have faid, took place about 
noon, on the cth of February, the eartl® continued inteffantly 0 
tremble, fometimes with a flighter, and fometimes a more violent 
motion ; till at eight ehe following night another tremendous fhocks 
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which was fatal to the people of Scilla, completed the deftruction of 
the remainder of the fabrics of Meffina, ‘The earthquakes did not 
ceafe till the — when another dreadful fhock {pent its rage upos 
the ruins.” Vol. iv, p. 153. 


In concluding our account of this work, we have to obferve, 
that although the Abbé Spallanzani has not been futficiently pre- 
cife in his defcription of the external characters of the mineral 
fybitances he met with in the courfe of his travels; although 
he often enters into tedious and ufelefs digreffions concerning 


the old currents of tava, and the old mouths or craters of the’ 


volcanic mountains ; although he often makes affertions which 
cannot be granted, and indulges in hypothefes which are more 
fanciful than folid ; yet we are convinced, that every mine- 
ralogift will find his labour reconrpenfed by a perafal of thefe 
volumes, fince, after all, they contain a number of perfetly new 
fats aad obfervations. 

The tranflation is executed with fuflicient corre€&tnefs. But 
in the Tranflator’s Advertifement prefixed to the work there 
is a glaring error, which he would do well to correét; he calls 


-alum the muriate of alumine ! 
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Art. X. Biographical Memoirs of the French Revolution. 
By Fohn Adolphus, F. 8. A. 2¥ols. B8vo. 125. Cadelb 
and Davies. 39799- 


iv may naturally be imagined, that a general curiofity thould 

be excited concerning the charaéters, talents, and fortunes, 
of the principal leaders in the French Revolution; that 
friends on one hand, and enemies on the other, fhould be 
anxious to exaggerate deformities or to palliate crimes. We 
have accordingly been prefented with a great variety of pubs 
lications from the leaders themfelves, from their adherents, or 
their adverfaries, produced with thefe exprefs objects. The ela- 
borate but not fatisfaftory vindication of Necker by himfelf, 
the unconnected narration of Madam Roland, the fubtle apos 
logy of Garat, the impudent detail of Carnot, have from time 
to time excited a pafling intereft. We have alfo feen the par~ 
tizans of thefe people, in our own country, deman(trating equat 
activity and fubtlety in gloffing over enormities which could 
not be denied, and in foftening accufations which could.not be 
refuted. We allude to one work. in particular, produced 
wonder a title fomewhat fimilar to this, but from very different 
principles 
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principles and motives, and without the documents, references, 
and evidences, which accompany every page of thefe volumes | 
Mr. Adolphus has produced an ufeful and important work: _ 
in which, with equal ability and candour, and in a plain a 

















manly narrative, he has placed before the reader the portraits , 


of the principal a@ors in this molt fanguinary tragedy. With 
equal judgment alfo; as he goes along, he points out to the 
more careful and inquifitive examiner the authorities frog 
which hederives his information. He has brought together, 
with great fkill, and arranged with no mean contrivance, ma: 
terials which muft have been fought in different languages, 
and in various places ; and there can be no doubt, but that 
hereafter thefe Memoirs will be confulted and referred to ag 
books of hiftorical authority, and important value. eo 

The writer commences, as may be fuppofed, with thé 
Royal Family, whofe misfortunes no good mind will ever ceale 
to deplore. He then proceeds, alphabetically, from Bailly to — 
Robefpierre. ood 

The following will ferve as a {pecimen of the author’s fie 
and powers of writing, eS 


*¢ After the death of Louis, Condorcet was principally employed | 
in framing a new conftitution. So much reliance was placed on I | 
abilities and judgment, that the committee permitted him to affum | 
the principal merit of the work. His production was fubmitted § 7 
the convention, where the conftitutional a¢t obtained feeble approke 7 
tion; but the Jacobin club, among whom his party had lefs influency | 
voted it deteftable*. Their judgment was well founded ; and iti © 
jultly obferved by an Englifh writer, not unfavourable to Condo | 
faction, that it was a me of metaphyfical abfurditiest. ce 

«* Condorcet was one of the committee of public fafety, and wa — 
employed to draw up a declaration from the national convention mt © 
{pecting the violation of the law of nations, in detaining the commik 
fioners whom Dumouricz had caufed to be arrefted{. : ; 

«* During the conteft between the Mountain and the Briflotines, 
Condorcet maintained a cautious filence. For eight months he har 
{poke in the convention ; and feems to have been fingularly wary 
not rifking an opinion on any party queftion§. At length he wa? fo 
far roufed by the indignities which the legiflative body daily endared; — 
that he propofed the diflolution of the convention, and the calling of 
a new onejj. This probably exafperated the Mountain to fuch an ex+. 
cefs, that, in a fabfequent infarre¢tion, his printing-oflice was deftroys 
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* «© The Conduét of France towards Great Britain examined, by 
Miles, p. 150. 

+ Impartial Hifory, vol. ii. p. 310. t Debates. 

4 Britiot a fes Commettans, p. 25. Gatat’s Memeirs, p. 165s 
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ea*, He was not, however, included in the lift of profcribed depu- 
fies; nor was he one of the members who'figned the famous proteft 


We inft the proceedings on the thirty-firft of May. 
ry: « Yet though he could conquer every fentiment of friendthip, and 
nd Rifle every indignant fenfation at the deftruction of his party, his va- 
nity as an author propelled him to a fatal exertion. When the confti- 
ar ' tution, Commonly called the conftitution of 1793, had beet accepted, 
th MR Se publithed ax Addre/s to-all French Citizens, reptotiating the extreme 
the rapidity and want of conifideration with which it had been framed and 
om accepted ; anid detailing the numerous acts of violence by which the 
ner, vailing party in the convention had eftablifhed their influence. 
ria: This rath % placed him in the power of the Mountain; Chabot de- 
nounced the pablication, and moved for a decree of accufation againit 

te Condorcet; which was immediately grantedt, 

| © He efcaped from the arreft, and concealed himfelf nine months in 
) a the houfe of a woman in Paris, who, though the knew him only by 
| name, had the extraordinary generofity to rifk her life, and fuftain ail 


the inconveniences afifing from his refidence with her. At length a 
domiciliary vifit was threatened, and he was obliged to quit his afylum. 
He had thé good fortune, though unprovided with a paffport or. civic 
card, to efcape through the barrier, and went to the country-houfe of 
a friend of the plain of Mont-Rouge. Unfortunately his friend was 
jn Paris at the time, and not = to return in lefs than three days, 
during which the fugitive was obliged to wander about, expofed to hun- 
,cold, fafpenfe, and the pain arifing from a wound in his foot. At 
feng his friend returned ~ the conntry mp Agr him; but con- 
ing it dangerous to take hint to’ his houfe in the day-time, ea rc 
him rg wait ol 
Condorcet, on the day bis friend had fixed as the end of his miferies, 
forgot the dictates of prudence ; he went to an inn at Clamars, where 
he ordered an. omelette. His fqualid appearance, disty cap, torn 
clothes, leannefs,’and voracity, fixed the attention of fome perfons pre- 
fent; one of whom, a municipal‘ officer, afked him whence he came, 
whither he was going, and if he had. a paffport ? His confufion at 
thefe interrogatories betrayed him, and caufed him to be apprehended. 
He was confined in a dungeon that night, and in the morning found 
dead. He always carried a dofe of poifon about him, which had 
been given him by Garat, and with which he terminated his exiftence, 
to avoid a trial before the revolationary tribunal, and to thun the gra- 
dual approach of inevitable deftruCtiony. 
** Condorcet’s charaéter is thus emphatically deferibed by Madame 
Roland§, « The Lge of Condorcet is equal to the comprehenfion 
» 








of the greateft tra but he has no other charatteriftic befides fear. 
D CX- —_ . ~~ oo 
boys * © Goudemetz’s Epochs. P “wee 
—- + Debates. See alfo Impartial Miftory, vol. ii. p. 307. 
i, bf t This account'is principally derived from Talma's-Chronology 


p- 140. See alfo Garat’s. Memoirs, p. 49. | 
§ Appel a I’Impartiale ees 5 vol, il. pe 130." 
© It 


BRIT. CRIT. VOL. XIII, MAY, 1799. 


night, and then he would receive and conceal him, | 
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It may be faid of his underftanding combined with his perfon, that 
is a fine effence abforbed in cotton. No one will fay of him, that in 
a feeble body he difplays great courage ; his heart and conftitution 
are equally weak, ‘The timidity which forms the bafis of his charac. 
ter, and which he difplays even in company, on his countenance and ia 
his attitudes, does not refult from his frame alone, but feems to be ine 
herent in his fouls and his talents furnifh him with no means of fyb. 
duing it. ‘Thus, after having deduced a principle, or demonftrated a 


fact in the affembly, he would give a vote decidedly oppofite, over. 


awed by the thunder of the tribanes, armed with infults, and prodigal 
of threats, ‘The propereft place for him was the fecretarythip of the 
academy. Such men fhould be employed to write, but never permitted 
to aét; it isa happinefs to be able to draw fome utility from them; 
even that is not to be done with all timid perfons; in general, they 
are good for nething.’ Barrucl, after mentioning the violence of his 
atheifm, fays*, * It might be thought that he was defirous to aven 
himfelf on the Supreme Being for the heart he bad given him. Hard, 
ungrateful, infenfible, cold, the affailin of friendfhip, and of his bene. 
factors; had it been in his power, he would have treated the Deity as 
he treated la Rochefoucauld.’ 

«¢ Whether Condorcet was in reality a republican, or only affeét 
to efpoufe that form of government, in order w forward the views o 
Orleans, is not eafily decided, There is fuch an involution of politics, 
and reduplication of fentiments in the whole faCtion of Orleaniits, that, 
their real opinions cannot always be defined. It is probable that Cone 
dorcet thought a republican form of government beft fitted for the 
diffufion of his fpeculations in religion and morals; but that he would, 
with equal pleafure, have promoted the domination of a profligate and 
anprincipled confpirator, over whom he could acquire ualimited af- 
cendancy, and by whofe means he could combine his views of publi¢ 
inftruétion with thofe of individual aggrandifement. 

** Thofe who are willing to praife Condorcet moft highly, abandon 
his political and perfonal, to defcant on his literary chara¢tcr, His 
Letters to the King of Praffia indicate no fuperiority of genius; and 
his Life of Voltaire, independent of the principles it conveys, is not 
confpicuous as an effort Of biography. His Eulogium of Franklin 
abounds with faults, as well grammatieal as rhetoricalt ; and Barruel 
fpeaks ef his ftyle, particularly that of his earlier performances, with 

tcontempt}., During his feclufion in Paris, Condorcet wrote ha 
famous sketch of the Progrefs of the Human Mind, to which eveh 


Barruel allows the praife of correct compofition§. The object of this . 


work is to enforce a belief of the perfectibility of man ; and the aus 
thor carried this chimetical delufion fo far, as to affert that longevity 
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@ <¢< Memoires du Jacobinifme, vol, i, Pe 316. 
+ See Mercure Francois Literaire, No. du 24 Decembre 1791+ 
t Memoires du Jacobinifme, vol. i, p. 317. 
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| defirable perfonal ity were attainable*, ‘The énd of 
Be himfelf hats a A oi fefutation of his abfurd doc- 
nine; for although he had fo recently philofophized on the fubject, 
and might be fu; » ed thoroughly imbued with the principles he was 
defirous to enforc:, “threw away his life by wanting ftrength to re- 
Gt the importunities of hunger for a few hours,” P. 305. 


¥ The enfuing extra&, from the life of Mirabeau, details 
fome new facts, throws fome new lights on the character of 
La Fayette, and gives a very curious view of the effects which 
might have been produced by the aétivity and genius of the 
former; had not his days been fuddenly abridged by fate or 


treachery. 


« Mirabeau had now entirely diffolved his connexion with Orleans, 
though he found it neceffary to maintain an appearance of cordiality 
with him, and even to attach himfelf to the Lameths, and fome other 
leaders of the Jacobins, in order to counterbalance the influence of la 
Fayette, of whofe duplicity and ambition he was juftly apprehenfive. 
Senfible of the diforganizing power which Orleans, by dint of cor- 
ruption, had acquired in the army, Mirabeau propofed the bold but 
Seay meafure of difbanding the whole military body, and re-efta- 
blihing it on conftitutional principles. This plan would not have 
been difagreeable to la fayette, but when it was propofed in the affem~ 
bly, moft of the members were terrified at its audacity, and it was re- 
jetted by all parties. The price Mirabeau received from the crown 
for his fervices was fix hundred thoufand livres (26,2501) in peneeee 

yment, and an allowance of fifty thoufand livres (21871.) a-month. 

king bad much repugnance to overcome before he could a 

an entire confidence in Mirabeau, or refolve to rely on a man of his 
_ wharaéter; but the marquis de Bouillé, to wham Mirabeau’s junétion 
with the court was communicated, was immediately fenfible of its be- 
neficial tendency. He was of opinion that the genius, talents, and 
firmnefs of Mirabeau, were equal to the greatnefs of the emergency ; 
and that if any man could fave the king and monarchy it was he. The 
following comparifon between the charaétérs of Mirabeau and la Fay- 
tite is fo fagacious and jult, that I give it in M, de Bouillé’s own 
words: * Ic will appear aftonifhing, without doubt, that I fhould a& 
with fo much confidence towards Mirabeau, when my conduct towards 
la Fayette.was marked with fuch diftruft, The reafon is obvious ; 
avarice and ambition wer: the reigning paflions of the former, and 
thefe the king could amply gratify when re-feated on his throne: now 
{ very well knew that Mirabeau poffefied too much difeernment not to 
apt that the gratitude and favours of a prince, whom he fhould 
¢ contributed to reftore to his power and authority, were much to 





, * In which he has been followed, to a degree of abfurdity almoft 
incredible, by Mr. Godwin, Mr. G, afferts that we grow old, or 
. fick, only becaufe we confent to do fo,” See his Polit. Juftice. 
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be preferred. to popular favour, and the temporary fituation of leader 
of a party. La Fayette, on the contrary, was an enthufiait, and in. 
toxicated, with felf-love ; whofe price could neither be known 


seached ; a defcription of men at.all times dangerous, but particularly’ 


fo during a revolution.’ 
“The plan which Mirabeau propofed to adopt for reftoring the 
king to liberty and political importance, and the means and refources 


he poffefied for parting it in execution, are thus faithfully difplayed ‘ 


by the fame candid and judicious author :—* ‘The intention of Mira. 
beau was to procure the diflolution of the aflembly and: the liberty of 
the king, by the force and will of the nation itfelf; eftablithing this 


principle, that the reprefentatives of the people at this aflembly were. 


not pofleffed of the powers neceflary to make a change in the ancient 
conttitution, fach a meafure being contrary to the inftruétions given 
by all the provinces to the deputies fent by. them to the {tates. 


which inflru@tions had neither been altered nor revoked ; and thatthe’ 


king, being deprivediof his perfonal liberty, could not inveft with hig 
authority the new laws that had been enaéted. ‘The validity of this 
objection being admitted, he then intended to procure addrefles from 
the different departments, praying that.the prefent aflembly might be 
diffolved ; a new one convoked, with the powers requifite for maki 
fuch alterations in the conftitution as fhould appear neceflary; and 
that the king fhould be reftored.to his liberty, and the enjoymentof a 
reafonable authority. Thefe addrefles were tobe fupported by the 
le of Paris, whom Mirabeau feemed to think at his difpofal, when 
e fhould have removed:fome. of the leading men of the Jacobi fac 
tion, whom he had already denounced :o the affembly. Mirabeae 
reckoned fix-and-thirty departments whofe conduct he could. dirett, 
and I myfelt could depend upon fix ; befides, as I have already gh 
ferved, there was hardly a department in the kingdom which was not 
well affected to the roy:! caufe. Mirabeau was further to deliver te 
me the king and royal family either.at Compeigne or Fontainbleau, 
where I fhould have furrounded. them with my beft troops.’ In 
this whole plan there was no violence meditated cither againft the af 
fembly or iadividuals ; the people were to bereforted to that they might’ 
remedy the evils which an ufurping body had committed in their name. 
Nor could it with propriety be. termed a counter-revolution, but 
a corrective meafure, tending to reftrain the vies and defects whi 
had originated in. rafhaefs, violence, and ignorance. Anew 
duly elecied and authorized for the purpofe, could have framed a con- 
ftitution with greater probability of faccefs than that which 
exifted. Obtaining their authority without a ftruggle, they wot 
have proceeded to bufinefs without rancour, and inftead cf deftroying 
every thing without referve, they would have endeavoured to.combine 
exiting Jaws aud eftablithments with fuch reforms as the difpofition of 
the people and the neceflity of the timesfuggefted. Enlightened by 
the experience of their predecéffors, they would have avoided theit 
faults ; “phe fiom . cone 2 plation of the ‘eal imp na 
kingdom had been plunged by precipitation, jealoufy, rty- 
cher would have’ ‘sir ee forbearance, and ves confie 


dence. Thus the-firit natignal aflembly would not have exifted in “~ 
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times would not be under the neceflity of lamenting that they have 
been unintentionally accefiary to the deftruétion of their fovereign, 
the extirpation of religion, the enflaving of their country, and the 
conflagration of Europe. 0% 

«« Mirabeau applied the whole force of his genius and all the energy 
ef his indefatigable mind to give effect to this new plan, in the refult 
of which he expected to be prime minifter, He ofed all ‘hisefforts to 
difynice the prevailing factions, and make them jealous of and odious 
“to each other, He had attached to himfelf the Lameths, Barnave his 
formet rival in eloquence,and Duport. There is reafon to fuppofe 
that Mirabeau all made fome attempts to conciliate la Fayette; 
this might be dj@ated either by hope or fear ; there was reafon to ap- 
pretend that the general had by fome means obtained a knowledge of 
the project, and had, at his own defire, had a conference of three hours 
with Mirabeau, at the houfe of Emery, deputy for Metz, who was a 
confidant of Ja Fayette. From the union of two fuch men, had 
been poffible, the greateft advantages might have been derived ; but la 
Fayette, limited in his talents though unbounded in his ambition and 
vanity, could not have borne the near approach of a mind fo much his 
fuperior, or have confented to embrace fo grand a plan, from the exe- 
cution of which hypocrify, petty intrigue, and trivia) manecuvre muft 
have been banifhed. ‘To ftrengthen his own party was among Mira- 
beau’s greateft efforts, He was defirous of forming a connection with 
perfons of talents, and of employing them in fuch a manner as to give 
effet and vigour to.a new fyftem and a new adminiftration. A 
‘others fo applied to. was Dumourjez, who undertook the embafly te 
Pruflia, and feems to have entered ‘cordially into Mirabeau’s interefts. 
Mirabeau alfo made due preparations to fecure the approbation of 
foreign courts,,and proper advances to minifters: even count Hertz- 
berg, the Proffian minifter, though Mirabeau hated him, was compli- 
mented with numeroys confultations, ) 

'** Doring thefe tranfactions, Mirabeau was not inattentive to his 
datics in the affembly, whese the debates generally turned on fome ar. 
ticles of the conftitution, in which he interefted himfelf in proportion 
to their magnitude, byt avoided a made pf condutt fo decifive as to 
alarm the one, or injure the other party. He was elected one of the 
adminiftrators of the department of Paris, which gave him a right to 
gommand the municipality, and drew up a proclamation, in which he 
ftrongly recommended abedience to the law, and fubmiffion to avtho- 
rity. He was elevated to the prefident’s chair, which he filled with 
cignity and moderation, He diftinguifhed his-prefidency by the 
aniwer he gave to adeputation of quakers, who required permiffion to 
ow from military duty, as it was repugnant to their religious tenets, 

rabeau’s anfwer is one of thofe {pecimens of fubtilty which rarely 
Occurs it refufes the requeft of the petitioners, without leaving them 
feafon to complain, or the power of renewing their fupplication ; and 
invalidates the reafoning of the petition, without throwing difgrace or 

blame on the petitioners. The laft words pronounced by Mirabean i 
the tribune were thefe:—* I will oppofe Ke factions ; I will ca 
them of whatever party or on whatever fide they may be.’ 


«4¢ Con- 
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“gna the few principled members of it who furvive the wreck of the 
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“« Converfing with Dumouriez on affairs of the utmoft importange, 
the charafter of count Hertzberg became the. fubject of difcuffion, 
* This old fox (faid Mirabeau) is furrounded by a chaplet of obftrup. | 
tions, and attacked ag the fame time by at leaft five or fix maladies, al] 
of which are mortal ; and yethe is continually broaching new proj 


as if he were to live a hundred years; while in faét one of the fatal — 


fifters has her {ciffars ready to cut the thread that holds fufpended over 
his head the fword of Damocles.’ In four days Mirabeau himfelf was 
no more! 

‘s When his illnefs was announced, all Paris was in confternation 
and alarm: his door was crowded with inquirers, and the king hia- 
felf fent for information of the ftate of his health. He foffered the 
acuteft pains without betraying any unmanly fymptoms of alarm or ay. 
aces He converfed with his friends, and delivered to Talleyrand 

erigord a {peech.which he had compofed on the law then agitated in” 
the aflembly refpecting teftamentary devifes. ¢ It will be a remarkable 
circumftance (hefaid) that the man who offers them this, his laft tric 
bute, prepared it immediately after making his own will.’ Heap. 

ared to feel fome regret at quitting life, juft- when he was about to 
ee commenced an ufeful and truly glorious carcer ; aad he predicted, 
that with him the French monarchy would expire. 

«* The fuppofed caufe of Mirabeay’s death was a gathering occa. 
fioned by the ftoppage of an iffue: his heart was dried up, and a mor. 
tification had taken place in his inteftines. Such was the proces verbab 
publithed by the furgeons who openedthem. ‘The people of Paris fof- 
pected that the days of their favourite had been fhortened by poifon. 
All authors who have written on Mirahean’s death have mentioned this 
fuppofition with different degrees of acquiefcence or difbelief. 1 am 
of opinion that the fact, fo far as it can be decided hy probability, ap 

ars almoft certain. ‘The critical period at which Mirabeau was cat- 
ried off; the laft words he uttered in the tribune, fo well calculated to 
ftrike terror and infufe defperate refolutions in the party he had relin- 
quifhed, naturally gave birth to fufpicion: the extent of the projettin 
which he was embarked implied a neceflity for a diffufe confidence, 
and Orleans, who had his {pies and agents every where, could not fail 
of obiaining information, if not of the whole circumftances, at leat of 
the leading teatures of a plan which threatened entire deftruction toall 
thofe {chemes of ambition and revenge, in purfuit, of which he had 
ruined his fortune, and expofed himfelf to every danger. No maa 
was fo likely as Orleans to effect the death of a dangerous ter 
violence of any kind, but in the prefent cafe poifon was the moft 
and effe¢tual method. I am not qualified to difcufs chirurgically of 
medically the probability of the caufe which was fuppofed to haveots 
cafioned Mirabeau’s death operating by fuch means as an acute exer 
ciating agony, terminating an jllnefs of three days by paralytical af 
fc€tions, and an incapacity to fpeak, thongh the power of writing re 
mained till almoft his laft moment. ‘The fufpicions of the people were 
appeafed by the report of the furgeons who opened the body ; but the 
reports of furgeons are not always true, and the circumftances on this 
occafion afforded juft ground for continued fufpicion. Sixty furgeons 
were chofen from the different fettions of Paris to attend on the occa 
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fon ; few of them, as they afterwards confeffed, approached the body 


‘fo. as to examine it minutely ; and there was a mob of above one hun- 


dred thoufand perfons collected, vowing vengeance if it fhould be dif- 
covered that Mirabeau’s days had been abridged by treachery. Un- 

in againft whom the popular violence might be direfled, it 1s not 
wonderful if thele furgeons made a report-contrary to their conviction, 
and fupprefied fymptoms which might have led to doubts, if not cer- 
tainties of the fact, But even fuppofing the furgeons to have declared 
faithfully the refult of their experiment, it feems that diffleCtion does 
not always afford decifive proot on the fubjett, and fufpicion, {trongly 
founded on the political crifis at which he died, is left to point out as 
her objects thofe whofe confequence would be diminifhed, and whofe 
fchemes would be thwasted by his newly-adopted politics. His death, 
however, was the greateft political misfortune that could have occurred . 
to France, The aflembly immediately Joft its fmall {hare of refpecta- 
bility, the proceedings of the clubs aflumed an unexampled audacity, 
and a multitude of crawling reptiles became confpicuous and noxious, 
whom the blaze of Mirabeau’s genius would at pleafure have driven 
back to the caves of ignominy and obfcurity.” b. 126, 


Some ufeful papers, and curious letters, in particular from 
Robefpierre, appear in the Appendix, and the whole forms a 
fngularly interefting and valuable work, 





Art. XI. 4 brief Examination, into the Increafe of the Reve- 
nue, Commerce, and Manufactures of Great Britain, from 
1792 fo 1799. By George Rofe, £fg. Fourth Edition. 
Bvo. 78 pp. with Apptndix. 2s. Wright, &c. 1799. 


THs important publication, already announced in our Re- 
view for April, p. 44.2, is 2 continuation of a tract, under 

early the fame title, which appeared in 1793. The obje& of 
that tract’ was, by giving a concife, but adequate ftatement of 
the increafe of the national wealth, from the year 1783 to 1792 
inclufive, tq reprefs the apprehenfions then erroneoufly enter~ 
tertained, by men of good principles and reputedly good in- 
formation, concerning the condition of our affairs. The po- 
litical fituation of the gentleman who gave thefe communica- 
tions to the nation, afforded him the fulleft opportunity of gaio- 
ing information on the fubje&s he then difcuffed; and placed 
him under fuch a refponfibility for their accuracy, that nothing 
could be added to the authority of the work, To, the cha- 


rafter of it, one important teftimonial may be produced, 


that of Mr. Chalmers ; whofe authority, in every thin 
relating to the finances of the country, is univerfally recognifeds 
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who fpeaks in the higheft terms of the accurate information, 
the importance, and the excellence of that tra&t. It appears 


from one of his publications, that it had, by fome perfong, . 


been attributed to him} but he adds, what certainly raifes the 
compliment to the highe(t point, that he could not have given 
to the world fo much ufeful knowledge, in a fosm fo concife, 
and fo methodized*. 

The prefent publication, which is not, in any refpect, infe. 
rior to the former, exceeds it perhaps in temporary itmportance, 
It is of the higheft utility to clear away ptejudices which 
weaken the national fpirit, even in the fulleft fecurity of peacets 
but when we have already begun the fixth year of a war, the 
expences of which have exceeded thofe of any equal period in 
our hiflory, if our attention be fuffered to remain fixed upon 
them exclufively, that defpondency which prepares the way to 
every thing it fears, arifing from the errors of fome, and diligently 
difleminated by the malignity of others, might become general; 
and, at fuch a period, the utility of counteracting the joint 
effect of thefe mifconceptions, by balancing the increafe of our 
yefources with that of our exertions, cannot be too highly 
eftimated. ‘That'balance it is which is here laid before the 
nation, on the firft authority. 

To extend this neceflary information as far as it is in our 
power, we fhall give to the Jeading articles of this comparifon, 
and their refults, a confideration of rather more than ordinary 
length. 

i is here ftated, that the new capital, created during the 
war, is 169,927,009!, the charges on which, for intereft and 
management, are 5,907,000). belides 28 3,0001.} long annuities 
granted, Buttheie capitals were attended witha further charge 
of’ 11. per cent. on their amount, for the new finking fund, that 
of 1792, or 1,740,00@!.¢ and here we proceed to confider what 
Mr. Role has faid, concerning the operation of the two funds 
on the debt, 

The firft fund, conftituted in 1786, amounted to one million; 
from a fubfequent pericd, it has been aided annually, by parlia- 





— 
— 


* Eftimate ; Dedication to the Political Arithmetician, Dt. Currie, 
of Liverpool, edition, 1794, p. 18. 

+ The firft edition of the former work was publifhed early in 179% 
Introduction to the fourth of 1793. 

t Loans for Ireland 33 millions excluded; three laft places of figures 
moftly omitted. 

§ When the intereft of a capital granted is attended with a long 
annuity, the augment of the fund is increafed, in refpett of the value 
ef the latter, | a 
men 
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went with a grant of 200,000l, their aggregate, together with 
the new fund, was on February 1, 1799. 4,294,000l. and they 
had jointly redeemed, from the commencement of the operation 
of the firlt, 47,381,0001. On this ftatement we make two re- 
marks, ‘The capital redeemed , ear commencement of the war 
was 11,196,0001.* during the War, therefore, there has been.a 
further diminution of 26,185,000l. and the intereft reverted te 
the public is 785,000. befides, probably, fome expired anaui- 
ties, which we cannot {tap to afcertain. 

To make ufe of a metaphor taken from the writers on mee 
chanics, let us now examine the relation of the power to the 
weight ; of the aggregate of the'two funds to the capital they 
are to redeem. o perfon, we prefume, will tax us witha 
propenfity to exaggerate their effe&, when, in the fundamental 
principle of our comparifon, we follow exclufively the autho- 
rity of Dr, Price. That writer tells us, that ‘* if indced the 

ption of our. debts is become impracticable, it is owing 
morc to the mode of borrowing than to the neceffity of -borrow- 
jngt.” Inthis he propofed a change to be made; but in the 
plan of the new finking fund, a corrective is applied to that 
mode, evidently more powerful in its operation than that 
which he then recommended. Another meafyre which he 
prefled at that time, was the eftablifhment of an unalienable 
finking fund. ¢ Thefe propofals,” he concludes by obfervi 
may fhow, that the redemption of our debts is not quite 
impracticable as it may feem ; and that we ftill might have 
ftood a chance of being-extricated from them without any con- 
vulfiont,”*—had his plans been carried into effe& ; which they 
have fince been, with improvements, 

The capital of the. public. debt he computed at 232 millions 
and a fraction, and he thought one million, a fund equal to 

‘; part of that capital, fufficient for its reduction, if it were 
fiffered to ‘go an operating uniformly in war as well.as 
peace||.” The unredeemed capital at the time of Mr. R.'s 
writing was 382-millions. and the fum of the two funds was 
429,000). nearly, or 45 part of the whole. Its,power therefore 
to reduce the debt on which. it is.tooperate, exceeds that upon 
which even. Dr, Price built-a-hope of fafety, in the proportion 
of 232 to 89, or a3 to unity. But it is to be added to this, 





“e -— + ed 
* Chalmer’s eftimate, edition, 1794, p. 184+ + State of pub. 
lic debts, &c. 1783, Pp. 35: { ibid. § P. 30, lonedeig see 


unfunded debe of 11;800,000l.,p. 8,9; and as the prefent dees not 
exceed that fum in the.ratio of 38.10.23, what is faid hese holds 
fortiori, ij Abid. | ic 
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that the intereft of the prefent capital contains within itfelf 
future and large addition to the finking funds; which probably 
at fome future term will be confolidaied. A Jarge part of itis 
at sl}. per cent. and reducible ; another at the fame rate which 
will become fo; effectively augmenting the fund during the 
next peace, by 121. per cent. of their total amounts. 

Thefe vigorous meafures of redu€tion, and the preparatives 
to augment their eff Ct at a future term, have been followed up 
by a meafure ftronger (till, to retard the further accumulation 
of debt, the railing of a great part of the fupplies within the 
year. ‘This was firft attempted by the trebling of the affeffed 
taxes, which has been fince improved into a tax upon income, 
far more adequate to the original purpofe; and it is to be conti. 
nued, until, in the future term of peace, it fhall, in conjunétion 
with the {inking funds, have annihilated all the further capital 
which fhall have been generated during the remaining term 
of the war. 

If the great efforts we have made had exceeded our refources, 
onr abilities of produGion and confumption mult have been 
ciminifhed ; and the exiltence and meafure of this decreafe, 
would have been feen in the decreafe of the taxes fubfilting at 
the beginning of the war. Now the laft fix years of peace 
are univerfally acknowledged to have beena period of profperity, 
not equalled even in our own hiltory ; certain taxes were re 
pealed in the fifth of thofe years, but the average of thofe re- 
maining unrepealed for the whole term, was 13,419,000, 
their average during the following fix years* of war, amounted 
to 12,875,000l.+ and their augment during war has only been 
456,cool. 

The amount of thefe taxes, in the year ending April 5 laft, 
was 14,574,00c1. the excefs of which above the peace average 
is 1,155,000). Yet this fum ought to be augmented by 
860,0001. for the defalcation of the tax on port wine; which 
we are convinced, by the reafons adduced by Mr. Rofe, muft 
be only temporary. He juftly remarks alfo, that the accumu- 
lation of new taxes tends greatly to deprefs the produ& of old 
ones ; now the amount of the new taxes for the year ending 
likewife in April laft, was 7,272,000l. but this was not all ; the 
additional payments of that year, the amount of the treble affefl- 
ments, and the voluntary contributions, are to be added ; and 
thefeexceed fix millions. That greataugmentation therefore took 


OO 





* The ordinary period of thefe comparifons is for feven years ; we 
have chofen to vary it, as the firft year of the latter period was the laft 
year of peace, t Appendix, No, 1. 
place 
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place in a year, in which, together with a thort period preced- 
ing it, 13.2 2,0901, had been added to our public charges, 
What a pidiure does it exhibit of the refources of 2 country, 
the number of whofe mmhabitants does not exceed t1 millions, 
to fultain fuch payments, and yet rapidly incre sfe in profperity! 
A faét proved by the great augmentation of the old taxes, 

In fuch circumilances, if the new taxss impoled in the 
war fhould even be found permanently to fall fhort of the 
amounts they were given for, it cannot be attributed to de- 
creafed ability, affecting our production or confumption. 
There is always at firit fome degree of uncertainty in the ele. 
ments on which the probable amount of a new tax is calen- 
Jated ; and when they are perfect, the ftruggle between law 
and fraud is generally protracted for a confiderable period, be- 
fore its due produét is obtained. ‘The new annual charge go- 
nerated by the debr, is ftated by Mr. Rofe at 7.931,0001. and 
the product of the taxes for the year ending January laft at 
6,774,000]. This exhibits a deficit of 1,157,000l1. but he 
thows that their produce will probably be further increafed by 
908 co@l. and though he does not enter into his authorities for 
the particulars of which he forms this total, he gives us a fact 
rendering it highly probable that it is flated below the truth, 
The amount of the taxes for the year ending in April lafl, was 
7,272,000). but for that ending with the preceding quarter, 
6,774,0001, only; whence it follows, that they were more 

rodu€tive in the firft quarter of the prefent year than in that 
of the laft, by 497,000. hence, if we take this fum as double 
their quarterly augmentation for the whale of this year, their 
augmentation will be gg},000l. exceeding Mr. R.’s calcula- 
tien. But perhaps it would be nearer the truth, to take 
the increafe of this quarter at one third of that of the whole 
year, than at one half ; whereby the deficit will be completely 
covered. 

The fources of our ability to make thefe exertions, which 
can only be equalled by the dangers we have repelled, are here 
amply laid open. The firft is the increafe of our commerce, 
fhown in a variety of proper points of view; of which our 
limits will permit us to fele&t only one. In the laft year, the 
real value of Briiifh and foreign goods exported exceeded the 
average of the four lalt years of peace by 13,095,000l. and 
that of commodities imported 9,179,000l. 

The following comparifon of the progrefs of taxation, and 
the value of Britifh manufa€tures exparted, is of the higheft 
importance. In the year 1783, the amount of the permanent 
taxes was 10,194,000I. and that of thofe manufa€ vires, ace 
cording to the Cufltom-houfe valuation, 10,314,000l, nearly 


equal 
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equal to the former fum: but, in the year 1798, the amount 
of thofe taxes was 21,049 QOol. and the value of thofe ex. 
— at the Cultom-houfe rates, 19,771,000!1. We follow 

r. Rofe in this comparifon, though it is generally held that 
thofe rates have continued fixed for 103 years*; but it was 
difcoyered in the laft year, from the amount of the convoy dus 
tics, that the prefent value of thofe exports exceeds the rates 
then eftablifhed 7ol. per cent, This difference isto be confidered 
as having grown up nearly by equal augments in equal periods, 
or fomewhat more than tol. per cent. in fifteen years; the 
interval between 1793 to1798: therefore the values of Britith 
manufactures exported in the two periods, were in the propor. 
tion of 10,194,000l. to 21,748,0col. 

The excellent form of the accounts of the Mint fince the 
recoinage of 1792, and the eftimates then made, to determine 
the amount of gold coin in circulation, have enabled Mr, 
Rofe ta affign nearly the prefent amount of the gald coin, 
which he {tates at 43,950,000l. but it is neither the authority 
of the writer, nor our {trongeft wifhes for the fuccefs of the 
odjeét of his work, which will make us pafs over what we 
think a lapfe not totally unworthy of being pointed out, We 
are perfuaded that he ought to have allowed for an annual de- 
crement fince 1772 exjlting after the recoinage, and the addi- 
tions fince made to it by the coinage of foreign ingots. This 
we fhall here aflume to have been at the rate of 16271. pet 
million, which will decreafe that fum nearly 1,147,3841. But 
wealfo think our filver money too material a part of the national 
coin to be entirely omitted. Even Dr. Price fuppofed that 
it might amount to three millions, When the eftimate formed 
after the recoinage was made, to which Mr. Rofe here refers, 
it was alfo taken to be molt probable, that the amount of the 
_filver might be equal to half the flues of the Mint fince the 
Revolutiont. Thus it would have amounted to 3,980,000). of 





* Probably this period fhould be abridged to 87 years ; for, in 171%, 
Davenant, then Infpector General, had altered fuch rates eftablifhed 
by Mr, Culliford as were apparently changed, His words are: “ to 
which valuation I haye kept, excepting in inftances where there has 
been fome apparent change,” Whit. Dav. v. ¢, p. 350. Report ta 
Commiffioners of Public Accopnts, on ogth. The values have conti- 
nued fixed ever fince ; hence, probably, the true augment is nearer 12), 
than rol. per cent. 

+ Thefe iflues, without having recourfe to the books, were then 
taken at feven millions. This includes the great recoinage of Wil- 
liam ; but to meet popular prejudices, which were then very ftrong. 
a confiderable abatement was made from the refult, The admiffjon 
Dr, Price was not then adverted to, 
which, 
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which, allowing for its decreafe in twenty-one years fince 


clapfed, there remains %,g10.cool, and it the decrement of 
the gold coin ftated above be deducted from this, it- will appear 
shat the {um of 2,766,000!. 1s 10 be added to 43,950,000. 
making the current coin of the kingdom 46,816,001. 

A publication from fuch authority as that now before us, 
which is to be regarded. as an account extra&ed by Government 
from its own documents, to be laid before the people, at the 
very crifis of our fate, and that of Europe, neceifarily has en- 
gaged us to pay much attention to it. Befides this, the new 
order, the fulnefs, and accdracy of public accounts, the reports 
of fpecial commiffions, and of committees of both Houfes, 
have thrown a light upon our finances, and every fubje& con+ 


nected with them, never enjoyed before; and the refults of pos _ 


litical arithmetic have a ttabiluty which they could by no means 
attain at any former period. Thefe circumftances have, ia 
fome degree, drawn us to become commentators on this im- 
portant publication, as well as analyfers and critics. 

But we mult now circum{cribe ourfelves to our more general 
fun€tions, that we may give afummary of the other great points 
detailedin this work. On the obitruétions of mercantile credit, 
commencing before the beginning of the war, andthe ftoppage of 
payment in coin at the Bank, there are fome very important ob- 
fervations. ‘The objections which had been made to the in- 
ftitution of the Tran{port-Board, and the creétion of barracks, 
in point of economy, are completely done away in this work, 
by demonftrating the grea: faving to the public whicharifesfrom 
thofe meafures. A very confiderable reduction per cent. in the 
charge of collecting the permanent taxes, while the number 
of perfons employed has been diminifhed by 747, and this ina 
period in which the taxes tiave been doubled*, is here like wife 
fhown to have taken place. The new fyftem which has been 
followed, to reftrain the profits of our army contra@ors abroad 
in more reafonable limits, is here defcribed ; together with 
the more important operations op the floating navy-debt, by 
which the navy. bills have been raifed from adifcount of 1431. 
per cent. at which they ftood in September, 1796, to bear a 
flight premium in the market, 

‘Lhefe are the meafures and refources which have enabled 
us hitherto to trample domettic treafon under foot, and have 
rendered every greater exertion of the foreign enemy againtt us 
the occafion of a new. and {plendid triumph tous. To-cite 
the words of Mr. Rofe: ** On Great Britain in this moment 
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chiefly reft all the hopes of returning happinefs, independence, 
and fecurity, among nations. Britain is the bulwark that 
itands oppofed to the flood which threatens to overwhelm the 
world.” Froiffart* tells us, that the genius and fortune of 
England, once before preferved Europe from anatchical revo- 
luiion, and all ber gentry from mailacre ; and on fo ftrong a 
batis as that here pointed to us, may we reft a prefent hope, 
that our exertions fhall, a ,‘econd time, be crowned with the 
faine telicity and pre-eminence of honour, 
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Art. XII. dn Effay on the Charaéter of the Apsftles and 


Evangelifis ; defigned to prove that they were not Enthufiafts: 
containing the Subjiances of feveral Difcourfes, delivered in 
the Chapel of Trinity College, Dublin. By the Rev. Richard 
Graves, B. D. M°R.1, A. and Funior Felliw of Trinity 
Callege, Dublin. 8vo. 335 pp. §s. Dilly. 1798. 


oe T this time,” fays the author, ** which unhappily mav be 

i characterized as peculiarly productive ‘of levity, feepticifm, 
and profanenefs, there is no objection to the gofpel, however ob- 
folete and plainly refuted, which has not been revived with zeal and 
prefled with confidence. Nor is this difficultto account for, When the 
fcriptures are leaft {tudied, objeftions againft them will ever appear mott 
plaufible; and where the reftraints of the divine law are leaft regarded, 
its evidence will always be attacked with moft zeal and moft fuccefs. 
F'ven ignorance itfelf will increafe the confidence of the objector ; for, 
in every extenfive {cheme, fupported by hiftorical evidence, doubts and 
difficulties float upon the furface, their folutiong cannot be .ound 
without a deeper fearch, and the exercife of fober enquiry and patient 
attention. ‘lo fuperficial enquirers every objection is new, and the 
anfwer to every objeCtion is unknown: hence old difficulties are re- 
vived when their folutions are forgotten, and the writers who dif- 
cuffed them fleep undifturbed in the deepeft receffes of our libraries. 
‘Thus it has fared with the fubje& of the following Effay. Monfieur 
Boulanger, whofe works are diftinguifhed with the title of the Philo- 
fophic Library, and were publifhed from the Philofophic Prefs in 
Switzerland in 1791, has employed one volume in unmafking (as he 
calls it) Chriftiany, and another, in a critical examination of St. 


om 2 oe ee SC - - ee ee —_——- - -~ —--— -_-<- 





* Froiffart, Reign of Richatd II. vol. ii. ch. 75. ‘* Regard this 
great picce of good fortune: if thefe confpirators had attained theif 
end, they would have deftroyed all the nobility in England ; and, af- 
terward, all the lower people of other nations woukd have rebelled.” 
And, c. 117, their objett was a general maffacre of the gentry: leur 
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eftoit le Diable entré en téte occire, 
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Paul, and has retailed every objection of the Englith deiflical wrt- 
ters with the fulleft confidence, without once deigning to notice any 
of the anfwers given to them; amongft them, that of enthufiafim holds 
a diftinguithed place.” 


Mr. Graves then makes feveral citations from M. Bou- 
langer. 


« Such are,” he fubjoins, ** the opinions and language of this 
writer. Ifthey were peculiar to himfelf, they would perhaps merit 
little attention; but unhappily fuch opinions and fuch language are 
tbo generally adopted, particularly by this author’s countrymen, I 
that general revolution of opinion which has taken place in that 
great nation, we have feen it pafs, from an ys ageesy blind acqui- 
efcence in all the corruptions and abufes, which had been engrafted 
on the gofpel during the dark ages of Gothic ignorance and papal 
ufurpation, to as blind and indifcriminate a condemnation of the en- 
tire Chriftian {cheme. The abufes and corruptions of the gofpel have 
been miftaken for the gofpel itfelf, and both have too frequently 
been rejected together: hence we find, that in the pamphlets and 
journals of the day, in the language of the populace, and fometimes 
in more grave writings and more dignified aflemblies, Fanaticifm and 
Chriftianity have paffed for fynonymous terms. ¢ That fanatical 
priefts wifh to delude the people, by preaching fanatical doctrines, 
and reviving a fanatical worfhip,’ is the frequent fubject of complain 
and alarm, I am far from accufing or fufpecting the majority of the 
nation, or its rulers*, of entertaining errofs fuch as thefe; but they 
have extended fo widely, as fhould roufe every friend to truth and 
plety to prevenc their further foread. If the fober and benevolene 
fytem of the gofpel has been ftigmatized as the offspring of fanaticifm, 
and the parent of bigotry and perfecution, it feemed no unfeafonable 
or ufelefs attempt to refort to that gofpel: itfelf; and, from its plain 
narration and unadulterated doétrines, vindicate it from thofe foul 
aperfions, which have no femblance of truth, except when for the 
divine original, men fubftitute the corruptions of human fraud of 
folly, and the mifdeeds of pride and cruclty, which, in ages of bar- 
barif{m and violence, ufurped and abufed the facred name of our holy 
religien, From a with to contribute fomething to prevent the /pread 
of error, prejudice, and impiety, the writer of the following work 
has endeavoured to vindicate the characters of the Apoflles and Evan- 
gclifts from an accufation now fo popular. Writing priacipally for 
the young and unintormed, he has freely ufed, and graiclully ac- 
knowledged, the affiftance of thofe writers who have urcated of the 
evidence and doétrines of Chriftianity, by almoft all of whom this 
fubjedt has been incidentally touched on, and by fome more fully. 
He has not, however, coatined himfelf entirely to their ideas; but 
has endeavoured, by fludying the Scriptures themfelves, to confiria 
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* We fear Mr. Graves here extends his candour beyond the war- 
rant of fat. ‘The werd /¢read, which concludes the fentence, is odi- 
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the conclufion he wifhed to eftablith, by a greater variety of afpu. 
ments, and a more full induction of patticulars, than entered ing 
the plan of axy ove preceding writer. He has chofen to throw hig 
thoughts into the form of a direét ptoof, rather than that of a partie 
cular refuration of objections, as better calculated to fhow the real 
ftrength of the evidence which Scripture fupplies on this topic, and 
more free from the intricacy and obfcurity of controvetfy, fs apt td 
difguit chat clafs of readers, for whom the following pages are chiefly 
defiyned,” 


This extra will fully lay open to our readers the plan of the 
prefent work. To fhow the execution, we need to make. 
only one extra& more. 


*¢ Ie is then not fo difficult to prove,” Mr. Graves obferves, in a ftraitt 
of real cloquence, ‘* that the character and. condxt of Chrift united 
all the apparently inconfiftent qualities, which the Jewith prophets 
declared fhould beleng to the Meffiah, while they excluded every 
quality which the worldly minds of the warm and bigotted Jews had 
led them to expect. How could wild and fenfelefs fanatics have 
been able, even in a fititious charaéter, to maintain 4 coincidence 
fo exact and natural, but at the fame time fo unthought of and unex. 
pected, and this through fuch a variety of particulars apparently 
fo difcordant? Would they have defcribed the Meffiah as of the 
royal houfe of David, of the tribe of Judah, and born in Bethlehem, 
yet the reputed fon of a carpenier, brought forth and nurtured in po 
verty, and fo long refident in Nazareth, as co be ftigmatized by the 
title of Nazarene and Galilwan? Would enthufiafts have de 


feribed him as appearing, when only twelve years old, in the temple, | 


amidit the moft learned teachers and dottors of the fynagogue, and 
aftoniihiog them by his underftanding and anfwers; yet, for eighteen 
years after, making no further difplay of his fupernatural wifdom of 
power, but remaining fubjeft unto his parents, till the due period 
came for commencing his miniftry, and manifefting forth his glory 
by public miracles? Would enthufiafts have defcribed him, as <a 
with a dignity fuitable to the fpiritoal King of Ifrael and the Son 

God, and yet appearing humble and poor, not having where to lay 
his head, defpited and rejected of men? Would enthufialts have 
defcribed him, as exhibiting in his doé¢trines and his works the 
cleareft proofs of his being the expetted Meffiah; and on fafe oe- 
cafions, and to fit perfons, plainly declaring his claim to that cha 
racter ; yet, to the chief priefts and Pharifees, who had formed falfé 
conceptions of the Mefliah, declining to anfwer by what authority he 
a€ted, and what office he bore, and keeping back all direct affertions 
of his high dignity, when fuch open claim would have expofed his 
intentions end his religion to calumny and mifreprefentation? In fine, 
would enthufiafts have defcribed him as contining his perfonal inftruc- 
tions, and, during his own life, the inftructions ef his difciples to the- 
boufe of Ifrael: yet declaring, that the effect of introducing his reli- 
gion would be, ‘that the kingdom of God fhould be taken from 


them, and given te a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof ;'-and, 
at 
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at his afcenfion, commanding his difciples to go forth and baptize in 
ail nations ? Not to purfue further particulars, it feems moft evident 
that the caution and wifdom, the enlarged views and unwearied con- 
fittency of our Saviour’s conduct, fo admirably adapted to the unpre- 
cedented character in which he appeared, and the critical circum- 
tances in which he was placed, were fuch as weak and vifionary fana- 
tics could neither have invented or defcribed ; {till lefs can we fup- 
pofe, that fech men would have been competent to delineate from their 
own difordered imaginations, A MORAL CHARACTER, fuch as that 
of Jefus; a character di‘playing piety the moft fervent, without any 
mixture of mytticifm or extravagance, manners moft itrict and pure, 
but neither uafociable nox auftere, patriorifm and friendfhip, untinc- 
tured by narrow prejudice or weak partiality, the deepeft abhorrence 
of guilt, and the warmeft zeal for reformation, combined with the 
moit confiderate indulgence to frailty, and the moft heart-felt pity to 
offenders; a chara¢ter, in which traoknefs and difcretion, dignity and 
mecknefs, fortitude and tendernefs, exquifite fenfibility and patient 
refignation, were fu blended and tempered together in the compoficion 
of his heavenly mind, that, while the molt clofe-fearching wifdom 
cannot bur confels the fporlels pertection of this great example, the 
humbleft virtue may afpire to its imitation, with a full affurance that 
the effort is as certainly fuited to the weaknefs of human nature, as 
it is evidently conducive to its perfection and happinefs, and plainly 
conformable to the divine command. Now is it conceivable, that 
weak extravagant enthufiafts could have conceived fuch a chara¢ter as 
this? Nay, further, does not the mayner in which this charader dif- 
rovers itfelf to us, appear as inconfiftent with fuch fuppofition as the 
character itfelf? Would enthufiafts have been able to draw fuch a 
character, not merely by defcriptions and words, but by a long nar- 
tation of facts and repetition of difcourfes, naturally and regularly con. 
nected, perpetually arifing from, andvilluftrative of, each other, in- 
volving a conftant reference to times, places, and perfons, and bearin 
every poflible mark of reality, and thefe related with the moft perfi 
calmnefs and coolnefs, as well as with the artlefs fimplicity and affured 
confidence of truth?” 


This extract fpeaks to every head and every heart at once. 
It carries in it equal jultice and originality, It fets the me- 
ritof execution in a f{plendid point of view. Here, there- 
fore, we fhall leave the work, ‘‘ with all its honours,” only 
adding, in order to give a greater regularity to the whole ar- 
ticle, this conclufion of the work. 


« Such,” fays the author at the clofe, « is the religion, whofe di- 
vine Original, as | am myfelf from my heart convinced of, I have in 
the preceding work endeavoured to illuftrate and defend; and if it is 
indeed of divine original, it is affuredly the firft duty of every human 
being, to whofe acceptance it is offered, to examine it with candid 
attention, and, when farisfied of its truth, to receive it with humble 
reverence, to practife what is plain, and believe what is clearly re- 

P p vealed, 

BRIT, CRIT, VOL. KITT. MAY, 1799. 
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vealed, to examine with humility, and interpret with caution, whap 
ever may appear doubrtu! and obfcure, to acquietce in the ignorance 
of what divine wifdom has not judged it neceflary for man clearly tg 
underftand, but to be careful to improve the inftru¢tions it has deigned 
to beftow. Thus received, and thus improved, Chriftranity wall cahy 
a ftrengthen our f{el'-government, exalt our piety, and ex. 

nd our benevolence, it will prove the never-failing fource of confo. 

tion and hope, amidft the changes and chances, the pains and for. 
rows, of this tranfitory life: in the gloom of death, it will vpen to us 
the bright profpects of life and immortality, and fecute to us, from its 
Divine Author, our Redeemer and our Judge, the enjoyment of fiill 
encreafing happinefs through all eternity.” 





Art. XIII. Btographia Medica; or, hiflorical and critical 
Memoirs of the Lives and Writings of the moft Eminent me- 
dical Charaéiers that have exifled from the earlicft Account o 
Time, to the prefent Period ; with a Catalogue of their literary 
Produdtions. By Benjamin Hutchinfin, of the Company of 
Surgeons, Londan, Se. In Two Volumes. 8vo. 510 and 
s40pp. 16s. Johnfon. 1799. 


«© FTN the execution of his work,” the writer fays, ** he has not re 

curred to dictionaries only, nor contented hinfelf with fuppiying 
the defecis of one dictionary from another, and cutting off the redune 
dancies of all; but every thing has been collected from the different 
performances, which contained materials relative to the plan. For an 
account of the writings of authors,” he fays, ‘* recourfe fhould be 
had to their works; and for that of their lives, to the beft memoiss 
that are extant.” Preface, p. i. 


This is certainly juft; but to have executed the work upon 
fuch an extended {cale, would have required a very long prepa- 
ration, and more application and labour, and refearch, than 
could reafonably be expefed from - {ingle man. 

One man, however, and one man only, in the prefent century, 
did undertake, and perform this more than Herculean tafk, Baron 
Haller; and we are furprifed to find no notice taken, and no ufe 
made of his valuable labours in this way*, although it feemed 
{carcely poffible to compleie fuch a work, as is here promifed, 
without confulting them. A little further on, the writer fay 
«« by the advantage of an extenfive correfpondence with dif- 


————, 





* The Bibliothece Botan, Anat, Chirurg. and Med, of Baron 
Haller, in ten volumes, 4t0. 
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ferent medical men, he had been able to collect the lives of 
fome eminently diftinguithed phyficiaos, and of others, who 
have not yet graced the page ot biography.” But enough of 

rofefions, we will now examine in what Manner he has ful- 
filled his engagements. 

The lives are arranged in alphabetical order, and are, in 
faét, notw thitanding what is above aflerted, at leaft as to 
far the greater part of them, mere tranfCriptions trom dice 
tionaries and other biographical works; and {> negligently 
performed, that the compiler has fometimes left even the typoe 
graphical errors, which had crept into the pages he copied, 
uncorrected. From the new edition of the Gencral Bio- 
graphical Dictionary, which was publifhed laft y.ar, he has 
taken nearly two hundred lives, verbatim, many ot which 
were written and appeared for the firft time in this edition of that 
valuable work. To thofe therefore who are not in pofleffion of 
it, thefe lives will appear as the produ@tions of the editor, or 
compiler, as he properly calls himfelf, of thef volumes. For 
although in a note, at the end of the Preface, he acknowledges 
himfelf to be under particular obligations to the authors of the 
General Biographical DiGtionary, yet as no other reference is 
made to that work, the extent of his obligations, or the parti- 
cular lives taken from it, cannot be known. In general, 
however, they will be found to be thofe, for which no particu- 
lar acknowledgment is made. For the reft, you are referred 
to the Biographia Britannica, Nouveau Ditionuaire hifto- 
rique, Dodtor Aikin’s Biographical Memoirs, &c. What ufe 
therefure the compiler has made of the extenfive medical ac- 
guaintance he boafts, or what thofe lives are, which he has 
been enabled to turnifh by their toeans, we cannot d fcover, 
The lives of Smellie and Soliader, of Cleghorn and Cullen, 
are taken, without the fmalleft alteration, from the* General 
Biographical Di@tionary ; but no account of D Gor Gregory, 
who was joint lecturer with Cullen, of Doétor Dict fon, late 
phyfiian to the London, or Dr. Archer, late phyfician to the 
Small-Pox Hofpitals, of whom fome memorials fhould be col- 
lefed, appearing in that repofitory, they are a!fo omitted. by 
this drigens biographer. After what we heve faid, our readers 
will fcarce expect any ex'ract from this work. We fhall, how- 
ever, give the brief account of Dr. Jolin Archer, which we do 
hot remeimber to have feen elfewhere, although the little book 
he publifhed is by no means uncommon. 


* Archer, John, M. D. was author of Every Man his own Phy 
fician, &c. printed for himfelf, in 1673, 8vo. To this are fubjoined 
a Treatife on Melancholy, and acompendious Herbal. He feems to 


haye been of fuch an epicurean tafte as was perfettly adapted to the 
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court and charafter of Charles II. having placed a fixth fenfe at the 
head of the other five, as keeping them all in fubordinaion. Ar the 
ead of the book he mentions the three following inventions, as the illge 
of his own brain; a hot bath by fteam for the cure of various diforder 
Aa oven which doth, with a {mall fagot, bake, diftil, boil a pot ot 
ttew, with all the fame charge of fire, time, and labour. This oveg 
was moveable. A chariot with which one horfe can as eafily dray 
five or more people, as two horfes ean that number in the ordinaty 
way. eis alfo contrived that a man who fits in it, may move it wih. 
ous a hoile.” ' 


Our readers will fee, in thefe inventions, hints of many con. 
trivances now in great reputation. 


Art. XIV. Philofophy of Mineralogy. By Rilert 7 ctunfon, 
LL.D. Se. 8vo. 2igpp. 7s. 6d. White. 1798. 


ITER a fhort Preface, the materials.of this work are di. 
vided into twelve chaprers, and are illuftrated by thie 
copper-plate engravings; namely, a fketch of the (tratifed 
hills in the diftri&t of Mansfield in Germany; a plate exhibit. 
ing the fhapes of various natural cry{tals; and a {mall plat 
which has been placed on the title-page by way of vignette, 
and reprefents feveral veins, and one bed of ore in a primi- 
tive rock. 
The origin of this tra&t, as well as the atthor’s apology for 
its defects, will belt appear from the following part of the 
Preface. 


«* This little performance is the outline of a Jarget work which I 
announced laft year at the end of my ‘Travels through Hungary, and 
which was to have been accompanied by a defcriptive catalogue of 
foffils. 

‘« The propofal, perfectly difinterefted on my part, probably on ac- 
count of its expence, met with too little encouragement to be ext- 
cuted, &c. &c. 

«« Concerning the prefent work, I think it proper to mention, left I 
fhould be cenfured for treating fome of the articles in too light a man- 
ner, that it was written in a country town, where I could neither con- 
fult colle€tions, books, or men. I have only ventured to print a {mall 
edition at my own expence ; and intend, fhould it be well received, 
to improve and reprint it.” 

The contents of the twelve chapters are, I. Introduétion, 
Siving a general Idea of the Study of Mineralogy. II. Phe 
elementary Sob{tances of which mineral Bodies are compofed. 


I[I. Of the Laws of Attraction, of Aggregation, and Com- 
bination, 
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bination, which govern the mineral Kingdom. EV, Of the 
diferent Kinds of Minerals. V. Qf Stratification. VI. OF 
Mountains, Hills, and the [rregularities on ihe Surface of the 
Karth. VII. Of Veins. VILE. Of Petritactions. IX. OF 
the exterior Chara@ters of Minerals. X Of Claffification, 
Peferip:ion, and Inveltigation, XI, Of collecting Specimens, 
forming Cabinets, &Xc. XII. A Catalogue of Works in 
Mineralogy. 

The fubjeAs of thefe chapters are treated in a fhort, familiar, 
but, it mutt be confefled, a fuperficial manner. ‘They may be 
confidered in the light of familiar difcourfes, intended to con- 
yey fume notions of the ftudy of mineralogy, and fome tafte 
for it, to perfons who had not previoufly made it the obje& of 
their enquiry. 

Throughout the work we find a variety of trifling remarks, 
or obvious diftin@tions, and a few inaccurate flatements. ‘The 
firft chapter, for inftance, is concluded by the following para- 
graph: 

« Thefe elementary fubftances fhail be the fubjeét of the next chape 
ter; for though I fhould be extgemely forry that mineralogy fhould be 
cunfidered merely as a branch of chemiftry, and be wholly dependant 
on it, yet as it is to chemiftry we are indebted for the sal ot 
the intrinfic qualities of mineral bodies, and though it derive utility 
from them, and to chemiftry muft addrefs ourfelves upon every inquiry 
concerning their formation, change, or deftru¢tion; it would feem 
hike an obitinate refufal, through prejudice, of the moft friendly af- 
fiftance, not to accept its ajd.” 


‘ 

In page 10, this author fays, that the azotic gas conftitutes 
two thirds of atmofpheric air ; whereas the fact is, that very 
nearly three fourth parts of atmofpheric air confilt of azotic 
gas. 

In p. 29, he fays, that water ‘* is found in eyery mineral 
body, even in the hardeit,” We do not know that the exifte 
ence of water was ever proved in a diamond, a piece of gold, 
of filver, or of many other mincral fubltances. 

Dr. Vownfon’s opinion relative to cryftallization is exprefled 
in the following paragraph ; | 

* Some,” fays he, ‘* of my fpeculative readers will probably atk 
how thefe elementary fubftances can have been combined, and how 
ihey have cryftallized, fince neither the components nor the componnds 
are foluble in water. ‘This queftion, I believe, has never been an- 
{wered, and it has given rife to, or supported the opinion, that fire 
has been the agent in thefe pro efles. Yee difficulties, at leaft equally 
great, | think, will be found in this hypothefis, which it would be im- 
proper for me, on account of the extent of the neceilary difcuffion, to 
tate. ‘The opinion that I have formed on this fubject, to relaig . in 
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a few words, is this: That there can be no doubt that there was 
time when the prefent great mafles and beds of rock were notin 
exiftence, when the elementary fubftances of which they are com 
were free, that is, uncombined ; that thefe elementary fubttances were 
more fimple than what we confider fuch at this day ; which moft che. 
mifts, though they have no hypothefis to fupport, are inclined to 
think are formed of {till more fimple elements, , If this be granted, it 
may then be eafily conceived that they were in a ftate of {olution ig 
water, notwithftanding our prefenr elementary fubfiances, the refult of their 
combination, are infoluble in this fluid ; jult in the fame manner as the 
very foluble bodies, the tartareous acid, and the vegetable alkali, form 
by their union an almoft infoluble compound. It thould always be 
recolleéted, that there is now ne procels going on in nature fimilar to 
that by which our rocks and ftrata were formed,” 


In the ninth, which is the longeft chapter of the book, this 
author treats of the cxterior charaéters of Minerals. Heis 
difpleafed with thofe perfons, who truft enrirely to the chemi- 
eal art for afcertaining the nature of mmneral bodies, and 


entirely negleé& the exiernal appearances of the minerals them. 
felves. 


*« For though,” fays he, ‘* the chemift may fay that we can 
only know the chemical properties of minerals through the aid of che 
miftry, yet he fhould recollect thar he only knows by this means thofe 
Of the ixdividual and ideniical {pecimen he has analyied ‘and deftroyed; 
and that whenever he attributes the fame chemical properties to an 
other individual or fpecimen of the fame kind, he makes ufe of its 
external qualities as figns or criteria, and confequently admits theit 
utility, in judging of the effential or chemical properties, trufting © 

e regularity of nature in the con{tant concomitancy of certain exter. 
nal figns with the e.cntial natures of bodies. ‘The external chargce 
ters of minerals have then been always, attended to, though no rules 
may have been given for the ufe of them, and though -no language 
may have been formed to exprefs them. 

«* The great advantage of external charaCters muft appear upon It 
fieCting on the trouble and difficulty attending a chemical <7 
which requires not only a confiderable {kill in chemiftry, but a 
ratory, and always the deftruétion of the thing examined. Befides, 
as 1 have faid before, minerals have many properties worthy of notice, 
either on account of* their utility, or as fubjeéts of fpeculation, inde 

ndent of thofe which are made known by chemiftry, or which are 
fh any wile to be learnt by its affiftance. It is therefore fit that thefe 
properties thould be reduced into fyftemati¢ order, that they may be 
more eafily attended to; and that @ fcientific language fhould be 
formed by which they may be expreffed, by which we may converle, 
and through the medium of which we may hand down our obferva 
tions to polterity.” 


Aficr making fome further obfervations on the advantage of 
diftinguifhing mineral fubftances by means of their external 
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appearances, Dr. Lownfon proceeds to enumerate the variety 
of external characters, which are divided into a fort of genera 
and fpecies ; for inftance, amongft the colours he reckons va- 
rious fpecies or fhades of each colour. Every one of thofe 
fpecies is expreffed in three languages ; namely, Fraglith, Latin, 
and German: and the meaning is exemplified by mention- 
ing one Or more fpecimens of minerals that generally exhibit 
that particular fhade‘or colour. For inftance, Dr. Sesiaden 
calls one vf the whites, 


Lattcus. 
Milchweifs. 
, Alfo among the greens we find the following : 
”. Smenic not Is the pureft green, Examples, Emerald and 


the White Opals, Amianthus, Schieter, Spar, &c.” 


sf an | White, with a light tint of blue. Examples, in 


<r pa Fluor, and fome varieties of the Malachite,”* 

After the colours, this author enumerates the farnifbes or 
fuperficral colours ; he then mentions what he calls Play- 
colours, the Opalizing-colours, and the Difpofitions of Co- 
lours. Thefeare followed by the long lifts of external forms, 
which are divided and fubdivided into a great variety. Then 
he mentions the various fpecies of luftre, the different forts of 


texture, the varieties of. {tru€ture, the fpecies of fraQure, the _ 


various fhapes of the fragments, &c. &c. All which forms 
fuch an enormous accumulation of defcriptive words, as are 
fufficient to alarm every fludent of mineralogy. Nor do we 
think that the labour of learning fuch a variety of charaéterif- 
tic diftinGtions, is likely to be repaid by any adequate advan- 
tage. 
That the external appearances are the marks by means of 
which the mineral fubftances are generally diltinguifhed from 
one another, no perfon can deny ; and tor this purpofe the 
common names of colours, of fhapes, of hardnefs, &c. are 
uite fuficient; nor do they want any particular definition, 
t itis at the fame time true, that no great confidence mutt be 
placed on external appearances, for this plain reafon, that the 
very fame mineral fubftance frequently appears under different 
colours and fhapes ; and, on the other hand, different fub- 


flances often aflume the fame external form and colour, 


The three laft chapters of this mineralogical tract appear to 
us to have little novelty, or utility of information. The laft, 
however, which contains a catalogue of mineralogical works, 
may be acceptable to fome ftudents. Our account of this au- 
thor’s Travels in Hungary, may be feen in our tenth volume, 


P. 197. o 
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528 Subfance.of the Right Hon. Henry Addington’ s Speech. 


Art. XV, Subftance of the Speech of the Right Hon.Henry 
Addington, Speaker of the Houfe of Commons, on the 12h oF 
February, 1799, in the Committee of the whele Houfe. to whim 
his Majefly’s mot Gracious Meffage, on the 29d cf Fanuary, 
relative to Ireland, was referred. Thira Edition.  %vo, 
44 pp. -1s. Wright. 1799. : : 


"THe diftinguifhed perfon whofe Speech is now before us, 
has more frequent opportunities of proving his judgment 
and temper, than of difplaying his eloquence. Yet whenever 
a fit occafion prefents ifelf, there are, we believe, few mem. 
bers who more amply ‘repay the attention of the Houfe by 
their ability and information. hal 8 
The fubje& of this Speech has, in form meafure, become 
trite ; yet the candour, good fenfe, and perfpicuity with which 
it is here treated, ftill renders it interefting in the perufal. 


** In the ftate of Ireland, even at a period of apparent tranquillity,” 
the Speaker obferves, ‘* it was impoffible not to difeover thofe feeds 


of animofity, which have unhappily been matured by circumftances 
into infurreélion and rebellion.” Wes : 


_ This he attributes to the refpe€tive fituations-and relative 
proportion of the Catholics and Proteftants, to the ctuelties 
formerly praclifed by the firft of thefe fects, and the confe. 
quent meafures of feverity adopted by the other, 


«« No remedy,” he thinks, ‘ can be effeéted, but fuch as would 
ftrike at the root of the evil, woyld abate the ftruggles for power, 
would remove the impediments to Civilization and internal improve: 
ment, and by which the Proteftant and Catholic inhabitants of the two 
countries would become one people, under the fuperintending autho- 
rity and protection of an united and imperial Parliament.” : 


i 


The Speaker then ftates the change of fyftem that has taken 
lace fince the year 1778, both in repealing the penal code as 
to the Catholics, and eftablifhing the independence of the 
Tiith Parliament ; and ‘points out the various circumftances 
which occafioned the late convulfion, He then confiders the 
plans that have been propofed for refloring tranquillity to Ire- 


land, namely, ** Catholic emancipation, as it is called ; the. 


re-enactment of the popery Jaws, in the whole, or in part; 
and an incorporation of the legiflature of the twa countries. © 
To the firft of thefe he objeéts on very {trong grounds, unlefs 
it were effe&ted by the means of a Legiflative Union. The 
fecond he deems lIefs pernicious than Catholic emancipation 

coupled 
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Subftance of the Right Hon. Henry Addington’: Speech. Say 
coupled with Parliamentary Reform, bur, like that meafure, 


Acaught with infuperable objections. 


* After {tating the opinion entertained on this fubje& by fome 
re(peCtable authorities, he very properly cires the declarations of 
Dr. M'Nevin, and other chiefs of the United [riimen, who 
appear to dread an Unjon as fatal to their views and projeéy. 


As thefe meg are by no means deficient in fhrewdnels and fa-. 


gacity, it 4h affords ground to prefume that meafure 
would prove beneficial to Great Britain and Ireland which in- 
fpires fo much dread to the enemies of both, The part in 
which the Speaker appeals to thefe various kinds of authori- 
ties we fhall here infere. _e 


«© He faid, it :wag a fatisfaCtion to him ¢o know that the opinion. 
which he entertained on this fubje¢t was fanctioned by great and re- 
fpectable authorities. It could not be unimportant to the weight and 
tredit of fuch'a meafure, to ftate that it had been countenanced by 
diftinguifhed and rg vee men in the laft century ; that it had the 
approbation of Sir Maithew’ Decker, Sir William Petty, and Sir 
Jofrah Child ; that Molineux, the friend of Locke, who had incurred, 
as the Journals coald teftify, the difpleafure of that Houfe, for his bold 
aflertion of the independent authority of the Parliament of his native 
country, anxioufly wifhed for its adoption. After having referred 
in his publication on this fubjeét, to many ancient documenis, for the 
purpote of proving that at an early period of our hittory, delegates 
trom Ireland had been fent to the Parliament of Great Britain, Mr. 
Mollineux adds—*‘ If from thefe records it be concluded that the 
Parliarhent of Englatid may bind Ireland, it mutt alfo be allowed that 
the People of Ireland ought to have theié reprefentatives in the Parlia- 
ment of England ; and this I believe we fhould be willing enough to 
embrace, but it is an happinefs we can hardly hope for.’ 

“« Je was alfo material to ftate, that in the fecond year of the 
of Queen Anne, when, as it had been faid, it had become difficult for 
the Proteftants to keep their ground in Ireland, a Committee of the 
Houfe of Lords of that kingdom was appointed to take into confidera- 
tion the flate of the nation: and the Committee reported, * That upon 
due confideration of the prefent conftitutioh of this kingdom, fach an 
humble reprefentation’be made to the Queen of the ftate and condi« 
tion thereof, as may beft incline her Majetty, by fuch proper means as 
to her Majefty fhall feem fit, t6 promote fuch an Union with England 
as may beit qualify the ftates of this kingdom to be reprefented there.” 
‘The propofition was not liftened to by the Pa rly inifters, and, as 
has been ftated by the prefeot Chancellor of Ireland, ‘ it was not till 
this attempt to unite the Parliaments of both countries had proved 
abortive, that the great code of the Popery laws of Ireland wasenaéted : 
a code,’ he admitted, * of great fevesity, bat evidently forced upon 
the Parliament by neceflity.” * ese as 

‘© To thefe authorities, and many others might be cited in + 
of them, he had the atmoit fatisfa@tion in adding thofe’of Lord Clare, 
Lord Carlton, Lord Kilwarden, and particularly of Lord Yelverton, 
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who had been called the « Father of the Independence of the Irith 
Parliament,’ but whofe fentiments at this time were by no means ip, 
confiftent with his conduct in 1782 ; as the previous eftablithment of 
that independence was neceflary to render a legifative Union the re. 
fult of stag a bétween the two countries. Without it, that meafure 
could only be an act of power on the part of Great Britain. 

To the qpinions of thefe great and enlightened men, who have 

roved themfelves to be the true friends of Great Britain and Ireland 

their conftant endeavours to encourage and promote a clofe and. a 
timate connexion between the two countries, he defired to add thofe 
entertained by Dr. M* Nevin, and others, of that, wyich (with reference 
to theirown views and projects) they juftly denominated a fete! mea, 
fure. It would be recollected, that thefe perfons have re a that, 
on their parts, Catholic Emancipation was a mere pretence, and that 
feparation was the reat and invariable object of all their hopes and al] 
their efforts.” P. 17, 


The remaining arguments we will not detail, as they are un. 
avoidably fimilar to thofe contained in other publications, 
which we have had occafion to notice. They are here urged 
with great force and perfpicuity ; and, upon the whole, this 
Speech deferves a high place among the many able traéts which 
have appeared on this interefting lubjeét. 
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Art. XVI. The Four Ages ; together with Effays on various 
Subjefts. By Willam Fackfon, of Exeter. 8vo. 454 Pps 
qs. -Cadell and Davies. 1798. 


S° much inftruétive, as well as entertaining matter, is com- 
prifed within this volume, and fo highly do we refpe& the 
powers and originality of the author, that we would purchafe | 
at fome price the omiffion of a few paflages, very offenfive in 
a religious light, that we might recommend the whole by @ 
cordial and unabated approbation, It is a misfortune fre- 
cuently attendant upon great fagacity, that, by habitual expe- 
rience of fuccefs, it becomes confident upon fubjeAs wherein 

it has not been equally diligent, or equally fortunate. If Mr. 
Jackfon would ftudy the Evidences of Chriftianity (and we 
would recommend Paley’s View of them, as beft fuited te an 
acuie and reafoning mind) he might then be able to judge 
whether either the fimplicity of its inflitutions, or the my fte- 
rioufnels of its doétrines, deferve reproach : whether the 
former is a proper fubjeét for ridicule, or the latver can by any 
IM pri veinen:s among men be fet afide, while we poffe the 
indubitably authentic code in which they are contained. 
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‘Fackfon’s Four Ages, and Effays. §3t 


The objeétionable points to which we allude, occur almolt 
exclufively in the firft Effay, entitled the Four Ages, in which 
the author confiders human fociety as capable of being diftin- 

uifhed in its progrefs by the ufual allufions of the ‘Golden, 
Silver, Brazen, and Iron Ages, but in an inverted order: con- 
fidering the Iron Age as.the firit ftate of favaye man, and the 
Golden as the fummit of his improvement and cultivation. 
This is not irrational ; and the charadteriltics laid down by 
the author are fele&ted- with general propriety. The prefent 
ftate of Europe he confiders as belonging to-the Silver Age ; 
but looks forward to its advancement,into an Age of Gold, 
which falls fhort indeed of the vifionary perfe& bility of Con- 
dorcet, and his apes in Britain, yet perhaps reprefents a ftate of 
improvement which is not likely to occur, unlefs human nae 
ture could be divelted of the paflions and the faults which hi- 
therto it has been always found to poffe{s, We do not con- 
fider this Eifay, on the whole, as cither the moft ingenious, or 
the molt ufeful, that the Book contains. 

Much better are we pleafed with the author’s excurfions and 
fpecuiatior’s on fubjeets of tafte and literature. ~ His definition 
of Wit has confiderable ingenuity, though. we could have 
withed it to have been more refpe€tfully expreffed than in the 
term ‘* legerdemain trick.” 


«« Wit; then, is the dexterdus performance of a legerdemain trick, 
by which one idea is frefented, and another fubfiituted. In the per- 
formance of this trick, an oppofition of terms is frequently, though not 
always neceflary, The effect produced is an agreeable furprife, arifing 
from expeing one thing and finding another, or sihales nothing 
and having fomething. :A juggler is a wit in shings. ~ A wit is a juge 

ler in ideas—and a punfter is a juggler in qwords, Should there te 
ome inftances of wit, which feem not to agree with this definition ; 
like other particutat inftances, they muft be confidered:as exceptions to 
a general rule, but not of fufficient confequence to deftroy it, I men» 
tion this by way of anticipating and obviating an objection that might 
poflibly be made; but I declare my ignorance of any example of real 
wit, which, if properly analyzed, dogs not come under this definition 
—for fome things pafs for wit, which are not fo—humour is frequently 
miftaken for it—both, it is true, are fomerimes blended together ; but, 
by attending to the above definition, and a few obfervations I fhall 
make upon humour, they may eafily be feparated, and each fet in its 
proper province. Wit ts alfo frequently joined with a ‘crite § are 
eafily mingled, for, as is above hinted, a pun is itfelf a {pecies of wit 
—it exifts upon the fame principle, bur is formed of lefs valuable ma- 
terials—as a word is inferior to an idea. 

‘« Let usexamine fuch common picces of wit as occur, and fee whe- 
ther they conform to my definition. 


_* The trick of wit may be performed without the aid of oppofi- 
tion, | 
“ J like 
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«« J like port wine, fays one, J like claret, fays another, “ wha 
wine do you like ?” {peaking to a third——** That of other people,” 
~ # But it may be performed better with oppofition. | 
‘* ‘The weather in July proving wet and ungenial; ‘* when,” fays 
ene to Quin, ‘do you remember fuch a fummer as this ?”"—« Lag 
winter.” i at 
_ * Sometimes there is an oppofition of serws joined with an oppofi. 
tion of tdeas— : 
** A lawyer making his will bequeathed his eftate to fools and mad- 
men—being afked the reafon—* from fuch,” faid he, ** I had it, 
and to fuch Igiveit,” P.3z2, © 


Mr. Jackfon was intimate with Gainfborough, and has given 
fome features of his chara@er not generally known. 


*¢ In the early part of my life I became acquainted with Thomas 
Gainfborough the painter; and as his character was, perhaps, better 
known to me than to any other perfon, 1 will endeavour to diveft my- 
felf of every partiality, and {peak of him as he really was. Iam the 
rather At to thjs, by feeing accounts of him and his works given 
by people who were unacypainted with eithes, and, confequently, have 
been miftaken in both, : 

«« Gainfborough’s profeffion was painting, and mpfic was his amufe- 
ment-—yet, there were times when mufic feemed to be his employment 
and painting his diverfion. As his fkill in mufic has been celebrated, | 
will, before'l {peak of his as a painter, mention what degree of merit 
be profeffed as a mufician. " : ree 

**© When I firft knew him he lived at Bath, where Giardini had been 
exhibiting his hen unrivalled powers on the violin. His excellent per: 
formance made Gainfborough enamoured of that inftrument ; and cons 
ceiving, like the Segvant-maid in the Spectator, that the mafic lay ig 
the fiddle, he was frantic until he poffeffed the very inftrument which 
had given him fo much pleafure—but feemed much {urprized that the 
mufic of it remained behind with Giardini! 

*« He had fcarcely recovered this fhock (for it was a great ope to 
him) when he heard Abel og the viol-di-gamba, ‘The violin was hang 
on the willow—Abel’s viol-di-gampa was purchafed, and the houle 
yefounded with melodious thirds and fifths from ‘* morn to dewy eve!” 
Many an Adagio and many a Minuet were begun, but none com- 
pleted—this was wonderful, as it was Abel’s ceva inftrument, and 
therefore oxght to have produced Abel’s own mufic! 

«« Fostunately, my friend’s paffion had now a frefh objet—Fifcher’s 
hautboy---but I do not recolleft that he deprived Fifcher of his inftru- 
ment: and though he procured a haytboy, I never heard him make Td 
Ieaft atone on it. Probably his ear was too delicate to bear the dif; 

reeable founds whjch neceffarily attend the firft beginnings on.3 
wind-inftrument. He feemed to content himfelf with what he heard 
in public, and getting Fifcher to play to him in private—not on th¢ 
hautboy, but the violin—but this was 3 profound fecrer, for ilcher 
knew that his reputation was in danger if he pretended to excel og 
two inftruments, | 12 es 

« Ths 
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t The next time] faw Gainfborough it was in the chara@ter of King 
David. He had heard a harper at Bath.—the performer was foon lett 
harplefs—and now Fifthery Abel, and Giardini were all forgottea— 
there was nothing like chords and arpeggics! He really ftuck to the 
harp long enough to play feveral aits with varidtions, and, in a little 
time, would nearly have exhawtted all the pieces ufvally performed of 
an inftrument incapable of modulation, (this was not a_pedal-harp) 
when another vifit from Abel bronght him back to the viol-di.gamba. 

« He now faw the imperfection of fudden founds that inttantly die 
away-——if you wanted a /faccato, it was to be had by a proper manage- 
ment of the bow, and you might alfo have notes as long as you pleafe. 
The viol-di-gamba is the only inftrument, and Abel the prince of mu- 
ficians ! 

«« This, and eccaftonally a little flirtation with the fiddle, continued 
fome years; ‘when, as ill-luck would have it, he heard Crofdill—bus, 
by fome irregularity of conduct, for which I cannot account, he nei- 
ther took up, nor bought, the violencello. All his paffton for the Bafs 
was vented in defcriptions of Crofdill’s tone and bowing, which was 
rapturous and enthufiaftic to the laft degree.” P. 147. 


« Tn this manner he frittered away his mufical talents ; and though 
poficiled of ear, tafte, and genius, he never had application enough to 
teara his notes. He fcorned to take the firlt flep, the fecond was 
of courfe cut of his reach; and the fumnrit became unattainable,” 


Py 540 


He next delineates the chara&er of Sir Jothua Reynolds ; 
and it is obfervab!e that, in both inftances, he fpcaks of paint- 
ing with much apparent knowledge of the fubje&. But the 
following criticifin, on the [uljc of a piure, cannot be ad- 
amitted, 


‘© In one of his early hiftorical portraits, the idea feems to be a re- 
proach inftead of a compliment, he painted Lady Sarah Lennox as fa- 
crificing to the Graces. A little examination of the fubjeét, will, I 
believe, fhew that it was a wrong conception. 

«« A poet once,carried his verfes to a friend (fays Addifon, from 
whom I take the ftory) who returned them, with advifing him * to fa- 
‘erifice to the Graces’’—plainly infinuating, that he thought his poetey 
dettirute of elegance, and that he fhould endeavour to propitiate the 
deities who were unfavourable to him—the application is obvious,” 
P, 172. : 


But the fat is, that to fay of a lady that the does facrifice to 
the Graces, 1s to commend her for elegance; it is to affert that 
fhe does, in that refpect, what is right; but to recommend a 
perfon to facrifice to the Graces, is to infinuate that they have 
hitherto negleéted thofe Goddeffes.. In a fubfequent Effay 
(p. 185) the author very ably handles the-queltion of original 
citferences in genius; and, in the conclufion, diftinguifhes with 
peculiar correctnels becween that faculty and talents. Talents 
| he 
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he confiders as the power of acyuiting kill; Genius as the 

wer of inventing. ‘* A moufician may be an exquifite per. 
esc without having one mufical idea of his own ;—he hag 
talents. Put if he poflefs a fund of original melody, he has 
genius.” What he adds foon after is but too juft, and the 
meiit of the obfervation is his own, 


«* A man of talents has a much fairer profpect of good fortune 
than a man of genius, ‘There are few inftances of talents being neg. 
le€tcd, and fewer ftill of genius being encouraged. The world ig 
perfect judge of talents, but thoroughly ignorant of geniys, A 
art already known, if carried to a great height is at once rewarded; 
but the new creations of genius are not at firft underftood, and there 
muft be fo many repetitions of the effect befire it is felt, that mof 
commonly death fteps in between genius and its fame.” - P. 197. 


In fome of his Effays the author delivers political fentiments, 
highly judicious io themfelves, with great clearnefs and preci~ 
fion. That which follows the Efflay on Genius is thrown into 
the form of dialogue, and given with fo much fpirit and ori- 
ginality, that we {hall infert a confiderable part of it. 


«* When Buonaparte invaded the Duchy of Milan, one of his ad- 
vanced parties, not fir'@ly attentive to the bounds of territories, en. 
coonsbed took the Stat: ot Venice. The owner of a villa in the 
neighbourhood, perceiving a band of foreign foldiers marching up the 
avenue, thought it prucent to advance half-way to meet them, The 
Captain, in a few words, acquainted him, that they were troops of the 
new Republic, m:ant no offence to that of Venice, and would quit the 
territory immediaiely—* Not before you have dined,’ replied the gen. 
tleman, ‘ enter the houfe with me—your men fhall be pestis in 
Frefco.” 

«« During the dinner, the difcourfe turned on the great events of 
the prefent times. 

** Vivent les Republiques!’ fays the Captain filling his glafs— 

«* Vive la Republique!’ faid the Venetian. 

«© C. Do you mean a flight to France, Signor? 

«« V, I thoughtif the meaning of an expreffion was doubtful, 3 
Frenchman always underftood it tor his advantage. 1 drank fuccefs, 
Monfieur, to the Republic of France—our own Republic is funk too 
low to be worth a glafs of wine, or gven a with for its profperiry. 

«© C. Impoflible! all Republics, becaufe they are fo, mutt flourifh. 

«“ V. Our time is palt—we grew—came to maturity, and arenow 
decayed. 

« C, ARepublicdecay! kings, tyrants, defpots, caufe the ruin of 
countries; but where freedom is eftablifhed— 

« V. Ha, ha, ha!—and fo you really think that a republican go 
vernment produces freedom ? 

« C, Can you doubt it? A very few years ago, we in France 
were all flaves—now, thank Heaven—no—thank our own efforn— 
we are-free ! 
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« V,. We Venetians think differently—during the monarchy of 
France, all looked up to you as the great, the happy nation of Eu- 
soper-now we think you miferable flaves, like ourtelves, 


« C, Slaves — yourfelf— 

« VY, Readily. Nothing flatters the imagination niore than «the 
idea of liberty—but let us not feek it where the fearch mult be vain. 
Abjolute liberty cannot exift in focial life. If liberty be better than 
every thin elfe, give up fociety, and rove the woods as a favage, 

«© C, What! is.there no liberty confittent with fociety ? 

« V. Yes—but the ahfolute liberty you contend for, is not. Itis 
the firt principle of government to abridge liberty. 

« C. Allowing it; there is a difference in governments—under 
fome you have a certairi degree of liberty; under others you ‘have 
lefs ; but under an abfolute prince you have none at all, © 

« V. Say rather, that under a mixed monarchy, you have a little 
tyranny ; under an unlimited monarch, youvhave more; but ina Re- 
public, the unhappy citizen, flattered with the idea of liberty, is moft 
enflaved, and with the additional mortification, that he is fo by perfons 
no greater than himfelf. Ass the old livn, in the fable, juftly remark- 
ed, the kick of an afs is not only pain, but indignity. 

«© C, You fpeak an odd language for a Republican—but, now 
recollect, you are governed by an Ariltocracy.” 

« V. I fpoke of the different forms of government in general, 
without any particular application, But you are governed by an 
Ariftocracy as much as we aré—notwithftanding your averfion to the 
term Ariftocrat. In fa¢t, a pure Republic is no government at all— 
there muft be perfons either naturally or artificially elevated to mana 
the bufinefs of the ftate, and thefe perfons are an Ariltocracy. Tn 
Venice, the nobles are bortt our governors; in France, you elevate from 
your a rank the perfons who govern—the difference to the people 
is nothing. oad | 

« C, = There is furely ¢his difference—the power of our rulers is 
only for a time—yoors is for life... 

« V. It feemsto befo, but it is a diftinétion, without a difference, 
as far as the people are concerned. In Venice the whole body of no-’ 
bles furnifhes the officers of government; we know their number and 
their charaéter, fo that we are enabled to direct an oppofition, if ne- 
eeflary, when, and how we pleafe. In France there is an indéfinite 
number of perfons, who, by = fortune, intrigue, bribery, by talents, 
sad fome even by vices, ftand forward in your Republic as the nobles 
do in ours—and thefe govern your country 

“C. dna pure Republic, like ours, all places are open to all per- 
fons—in yours, no one can fucceed that is not a noble. 

“ V. This, which you mention as an advantage, is certainly a dire 
misfortune. At the commencement of your revolution, many different 
parties were ftriving for their owa purpofes, to which the public good 
was fubfervient—the party in power facrificed the others, and were in 
turn deftroyed by their fucceffors. As you in the beginning declared, 
that all were equal, it gave a pretence to every individual to govern the 
ftate, and by his elevation to contradi¢t your principle—and this 
muft ever be the cafe. I can eafily conceive that the people may be 
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aggrieved under any government. When they feel themfelves oppr 

Mt is natural to with for a change, and, if poffible, effect it. Hpi 
were no Republics in Europe, a country might be excufed for blunder 
ing into aconfitusion which looks fo fpecioufly ; but as there are fo 
many, Why not firft examine whether they are the abodes of liberty? 
From their hittory, alfo, it would be found, that they begun upon you 
principle, but coul! not continue their exiftence uftil another was 
adopted. Venice, Genod, and Holland, were obliged to have a Chief 
Magitrate, who at lealt reprefented a Sovereign—the new Republic of 
America could not a€&t without a Pfefitent, nor could you without 
Directory. In fag, a kingly government is the moft natural of af 
otters, and although people upon ill-ufagé may fly from it with fury, 
uke a pendulum {wung violently, yet, every vibration brings it nearer 
and nearer to che centre, where, at Jaft, it nattrally refts. ‘Whe Freneli 
Republic is at prefent pafling furioufly through this centre of vibration, 
but unlefs there is fome new force to continue the motion, it muft cea 
at laft. England was once precifely in the fame fituation, and ended 
her vibration in monarchy. 

* C, Our conltitution is now fixe2—our Cing-Vir can exeext: out 
laws, but cannot intringe them=-they have the neceflary {plendour of 
a tovervign without bis power to hurt. 

“© V. ‘This is all very good—but why did you change your ol 
government ? 

“ C. To be free. . 

© V. Good again—but even freedom itfelf is of no value if it 
does not procure happinefs; Under the monarchy, a powerful army 
tutlembled without force} was at your command; .the third commereé 
of Europe was yours; and you had the fecond fleet; money, at leat 
to indivaduals, was in plenty; arts and {tiences flourifhed ; your peo- 
ple increaled, and every thing was fo pleafant and comfortable about 
you, that foreigners preterred a refidence in France to any other coun» 
try. Butfince you have been a Republic, the reverfe has taken place: 
your commerce, fleet, and money, are not merely diminifhed, bat al 
moft annihilated ; you have wantonly thrawn away two milliong of 
lives, which you forced into your army, and France’ is confidered no 
longer the feat of elegant pleafure, but the abode of vulgarity, po 
verty, and wretchednefs. 

«© C, Whenever there is a ftruggle for liberty it muft coft fomes 
thing ; it may coft much, but the prize, when obgained, is invaluable! 

« V, Gold may be bought téo dear—but are you free after all? 
We think, not. Your lives and property are lefs fecure than under 
your kings ; and, inftead of having liberty of {peech and action, you 
are mere watched than we ate by our inquifition. Be not deceived— 
the {tate may be free, and yet individuals may be flaves. In the ecdle- 


fiattical territories, governed by the molt abfolute of princes, is more 


liberty than is to be found in all che Republics of Europe—fo, in coime 
pliment to the Red-cap Goddefs wherever feund (filling his glafs) 
Viva il Padre faniffime.” P. 199. 

{t is mentioned, in a thort advertifement prefixed, that mott 
of thefe Effays are to be confidered as fetches for a periodical 
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yper; and in fuch a work they would have appeared with 
great advantage. Thofe particularly calculated for fuch a 

rpofe, are the Indian Tale, p. 1323 and that entitled the 
Cup-bearer, at p. 368; the Ghoft, p. 223, the Hermit, 
p. 286; the Reform of Parliament, p. 340 ; the Odd Cha- 
raéter, p. 988, &c. &c. Few auth6rs, in a word, have begun 
a periodical paper with fo good a ftock of materials as is here 
difplayed ; but, as that form is no longer very pen per- 
haps they are better difpofed of in their prefent ftate. Where- 
ever the fubje&t of mufic -is introduced, the author fpeaks, as 
may be expected, with peculiar fagacity and knowledge ; and, 
jn one of the concluding Elfays, he well illuftrates the differ- 
ence between an ear for mufic and an ear for oratory. But, 
on almoft every fubjedt, he fhows himfelf a man both of talents 
and genius, according to his own diltinétion of them, and 

roves not only that he is fond of f{peculation, but is generally 
fuccefsful in it ; not only that he has tafte for various arts, 
but that it is united with found information and good judg- 
ment. 





Art. XVII, Account of the Dutch Embaffy. 
(Concluded from our laft, p. 388. J 


{® the laft number of the Britifh Critic, we condu&ed the 

individuals compofing the Dutch:Embafly to Pekin, where 
we find them experiencing and complaining of the fame in- 
conveniences, not to fay indignities, which had marked the 
~ he of perfons in fimilar .charaéters, from the time of 

fbrant Ides, to the prefent period. Thefe being highly dif- 
gsaceful to a civilized empire, and contradictory to the civility 
which Was afterwards fhown, juftify the conclufion, that 
there is lefs fubordination of the lower ranks to the higher, 
and a police lefs vigilantly regulated, than a fuperficial ohlerv. 
tion of the manners of the Chinefe, would incline a traveller 
to fuppofe. 

It will appear obvious, on the arrival of thefe gentlemen at 
the metropolis of China, that more oftenfible civility was 
fhown them, and they were admitted to more frequent inter- 
views with the Emperor, to a greater variety of {pectacles and 
entertainments, than Lord Macartney and his retinue. But 
this may be very fatisfa&torily explained, and does not admit of 

Qq the 
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‘he conclufion, that the Dutch Embafly was either more highly 
eftimated, or made more effe@tual advances in the obje& of their 
miflion, whatever that might be, than the Englith. 

Inthe firfl place, the Dutch gentlemen, without the leaft fery. 
ple, moft obfequicufly complied with the humiliating ceremo. 
nies, which Lord Macartney and hisfuite confidered as involyj 
their own perfonal degradation, and as wholly incon{ifent wi 
the honour of their country. On the other hand, the Minifters, 
and even the Emperor of China himfelf, might be folicizoys 
to prevent or efface any fentiments of jealoufy or diftruft from 
the reprefentatives of a people with whom they had been fo 
long and fo advantageoufly conne&ted. Itis but reafonable 
to fuppofe, that the more enlightened of the Chinefe refpedted 
the pride and dignity of the one, as much as they were flattered 
with the compliance and obfequioufnefs of the other. 

Having given am ple extracts from the preceding volume, a 
fhorter one from this may be fufficient ; particularly as the 
public are taught to expect a more full, circumftantial, and 
authentic detail of this kimbafly from the Ambaflador himfelf, 
The following will fufficiently anfwer the purpefe. 


‘© After a quarter of an hour's walk along a high road, we came to 
a vaft and magnificent palace, in the front of which is a very extenfive 
fquare. On each fide of this fquare is a fpacious paved court, cor 
refponding with one of the wings of the building. ‘Thefe wingsfeem 
intended as lodgings for the officers of the court, and the inferior 
Mandarins. ‘lwo pedeftals of white marble ftand in the middle of 
the court-yards, and fupport two very large bronze lions, which ma 
be confidered as well exeetted by the artift, becaufe they accord wi 
the idea that the Chinete form of that animal, which is entirely ua- 
known in that country. 

‘© The firit hall in the front of the building is very large, and h 
with a great many lanterns, in the Chinefe fafhion; int middle 
it, as in the other halls I have defcribed, is an eftrade, and an arm. 
chair, or Imperial throne. After having croffed this hall, we found 
ourfelves in an inner paved court, of a iquare form. ‘The buildings 
on the north and welt fides of this court afford as rich and as beautifel 
a view as the eaftern facade we firft came to; while on the fouth fide 
there is nothing but a great gate leading into it, with offices for fervanly 
at each end. 

«© Within this gate, which correfponds with the north front, ftands, 
as it were to mafk it, a large rock of one entire piece upon a number 
of ftones that ferve it asabafe. ‘The carriage of this rock muft have 
occafioned immenfe trouble and labour, as well as the operation of 
placing it - its bafe; for its bulk and weight conftitute a prodigi- 
ous mais. Every’ fide of it is honoured with infcriptions in the bm 
peror’s own hand, and in that of feveral other perfons of the higheft 
rank who have imitated the example of the Monarch. In feveral parts 
of it are alfo dwarf trees and flowers. ; 
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-« Withia this court, at the middle of the north front, ftand two 
little tags, and two cranes, all of bronze, and of indifferent exegution. 


The north fide of the building contains an Imperial audience chamber 


with a throne in the centre, and lanterns in every part. Our conduc- 
tor pointed out to us the coach of which Lord Macartney made a pre- 
fent to the Emperor Jatt year, ftanding againit the wall on the left fide 
of the throne. It is exquifitely painted, perfectly well varnifhed, and 
the whole of the carriage is covered with gilding. The harnefs and 
the reit of the equipage are in the body of the coach, which 1s covered 
with a linen cloth. I pérceived onthe oppofite fide of the hall a thing 
which made a remarkable contrat with this fplendid vehicle, that is 
to fay, a Chinefe wazgon with four wheels of equal htight, very clumfy, 
painted green all over, and in every refpect refembling the waggons 
ufed in Holland for the purpofe of carrying manure, 

« I confefs this fight fet my imagination to work, Was this wag- 

n placed here with a view of oppofing the idea of its utility to that 
of the fuperfluity of a — fo fumptuous, at leaft according to the 
eftimation of the Chinefe? I was thus giving way to my conjectures, 
when I was told that the waggon is the very fame that is made ufe of 
at the annual ceremony when the Emperor pays a folemn homage to 
agriculture in the ‘Temple of the Earth. Behind this hall are feveral 
fmall apartments which the Emperor occupies when refident here. 

« Atter pafling through thofe apartments we came to the third ran 
of buildings or wettern edifice, which has only a fmall hall in t 
centre. ‘lhe remainder is compofed of a great number of little con- 
fined and irregular rooms, opening into one another, and forming all 
together a fort of labyrinth, 

** When we had infpected the whole of them, the Mandarin ufhered 
us into the favourite cabinet of the Emperor, which bears the name of 
Tien (Heaven). It is indeed the mott agreeable place of thofe that 
have been fhewn us; as well on account of its fituation, as of the dif 
ferent views which it commands. Nothing can equal the profpect that 
the Emperor may enjoy when, fitting in his arm-chair, he turns his 
eyes towards a large window confifting of a fingle pane of glafs—a 
profpect of which the reader will himfelf be able to form an idea from 
the fequel of this defcription, This cabinet isin a part of the build. 
ing fituated upon an extenfive lake which wafhes its walls, 

‘* This lake was the firft object that attra¢ted out attention? In the 
midft of it is an ifland of confiderable magnitude, on which feveral 
buildings have been ere€ted that are dependencies of this Imperial refi- 
dence, and overfhadowed by lofty trees. The ifland communicates 
with the adjacent continent by a noble bridge of feventeen arches, 
built of hewn ftone, and ftanding on the eaftern fide, This bridge 
was the next thing that our eyes refted upon. ss 

“« Turning to the weftward, the fight is gratified by the view of a 
lake fmaller than the former, and only feparated from it by a wide 
road. In the midft of it is akind of citadel of acircular r ee with 
a handfome edifice in its centre. Thefe two lakes communicate by a 
channel cut through the road that divides them, while a ftone brid 
of confiderable height, and of a fingle arch, fupplics the defect in be 
communication by land which that channel occafions, 
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*€ Still further to the weftward, and at a great diftance, the eye is 
arrefted by two towers ftanding on the tops of lofty mountains, 

** To the north-wett ftands a magnificent range of edifices be 
ing to temples, conftruéted at the foot, in the middle, and 
the fummit of a mountain entirely formed by art, with fragments of 
natural rocks, which, independently of the expence of the baildi 
muft have coft immenfe fums, fince this kind of ftone is oaly a 
found at a great diitance from the place. This work feems to 
fent the enterprize of the giants who attempted to fcale the Heavens: 
at leait rocks heaped upon rocks recal that ancient fiction to the mind, 
The aflemblage of the buildings and picturefque embellifhments of the 
mountains afford a view of which the pen can give no adequate idea, 
It is not then without reafon that this cabinet 1s the favourite apatt. 
ment of the aged Monarch. 

«© The infide of it is furnifhed with a library, and thelves on which 
are collected all the muit valuable and fearce Chinefe produétions, con. 
fifting bo:h of precious flones and antiques; and certainly they are 
highly deferving of the attention with whieh we examined them, 

‘¢ After having pafied a confiderable time in this building with real 
pleafure, we came to the fouth front, where we found a fled, whieh 
—— us towards the ‘Temples that I have mentioned above, 

‘s ‘They are five feparate pagodas: two are at the foot of the 
mountain ; one fronting the north, the other the fouth. Two other 
are fituated near its middle, and in the fame pofition ; and the fifth is 
. upon its fummit. 

** The lower temple fronting the fouth contains an idol, which is 
the image of fenfuality. It is very large, and entirely gilt. Iti. 
prefents a perfon of enormous corpulence, fitting upon a cuthion, with 
an air expreflive of fatisfaction and gaiety.. In this pagoda there are 
befides a g:eat number of other idols, but of {mallet dimenfions and 
lefs importance. 

In the fouth temple, in the, middle of the mountain, the principal 
idol is the figure of a woman, ebout fixty feet high, with fix faces, 
and athoufand arms, like that of the Temple of Tay-/ay-tin at Pe 
ding, of which I made men:ion the day before yefterday. 

«* This temple forms, as it were, a nave and two aifles, by means of 
two rows of fupports or pillars fianding lengthwife. All along both 
the walls and the pijlars are imitations of rocks, with cavities con- 
taining idols and faints by hundreds, and campofing altogether a fpec- 
tacle of a very fingular and ftriking kind. 

** From this part of the mountain to which we had afcended by at 
Jeaft a hundred and twenty fteps, we climbed towards its fummit by 
means of a path winding between rocks, and of forty-eight more fteps, ~) 
the fhorteft of which were a foot in height. Hence we difcovered ~ 
Pe-king in the fouth eaft, and in the intermediate ground could diftin- 
guith feveral habitations or eftablifhinents, which are fo many depen- 
dencies of Yneu-ming-yuen. 

«« The fifth templé is upon the fummit of the mountain; its con- 
ftruétion is in many refpetts fimilar to that of a tower, and in it we 
found three images in a fitting pofture of enormeus fize, and entirely 
gilt, ‘Thele are the principal idols of the temple, Jn one of the 
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lower ftories, and oppofite the great images, are nine goddefles alo 
fitting and gilr, but much fmatler, while on each fide are nine bronze 
ftatues of faints, ali of coloffal fize, and very wel! executed. 

* The walls behind tho great idols are covered trom one end to 
the other by lery: pannets, each of which contains feveral hundred fi- 
gures of gods mad) of bronze, md placed in fmall niches. The 
out r walls of he (amp! are coated with varnifhed tricks, fuch as.I 
have deferbed in 4x akrog ot the Temple of Howing-om-tew in the im- 
perial palace of Je & g, and hav'ng, like thofe of that temple, the fi- 
gu o a Jos) as vebief inivemiddle, 

* Ha ing teken a futberrnt view of this laft temple, we defcended 
the north ude of th mounsa.n ny fteps of raxget ftones, and came to 
the temple nid wav up the mountain, and fronting the north, Its 
principa iecl i gis it over, and reprefents a goddefs with a number 
of ar: s. the l we part of this temple, like the fecond which we 
vifited, -s divided into three portions; and on the walls and pillars 
are a hams on of clouds, full of images of Fos, which produce 
upon th whele a ple-fing effect, ; 

‘ From his iempk we defeended to the lower one fronting the 
north, in which is a coluffal poadets about ninety feet high, with four 
faces at forty four arms, On each fide, but ftanding a little for- 
warder, are two other idols, at leait forty-five feet high, and feeming to 
adore the goddets, In this temple are alfo two fuperb Lore 
pyramids ttanding upon marble pedeitals, the fides of which are go- 
vered with jos of bronze, 

«« The inner wall is entirely coated with bricks, entiched with 
flowers in bas-elief of different colours,’ and all of them varnifhed. 
Againftthe wail ftand columns, the fhafts of which rifing fix feet above 
the bafe, are coated with bronze, . | 

* The five te:-ples contain, befides vafes for perfumes, and other 
facred otenfils, all of hronzc, and exquifitely wrought. There is not 


a fingle one among thew that for beauty of fubject, and delicacy of 


workmanfhip, may not be juftly compared with thofe that are to be 
feen in the temples at Pe-Aing. 

«« Each of thefe cemples has alfo a fore-court and a portico, with 
fome marble decorations in the intesior of the court. 

‘* Upon the top .f the rocks, piled upon one another in the ftu- 
pendous manner t have mentioned, are two fquare open pavilions of 
fymmetrical conitruétion, as well as two little houfes in the fhape of 
towers, and feveral other fmall a ts. Their roofs are embel- 
lithed with varnithed tiles, green, blue, and yellow ; fometimes dif- 
pofed in fquares or compartments, in which thofe various tints arc 
combined, or elfe being of ene and the fame colour. Some of thefe 
little buildings are even coated on the outfide with fmooth fquare tiles, 
fo varnithed, tha: when the fun ftrikes upon them, they reflet all the 
fplendor of his beams. bar Oe 

«« But inftead of rafhly undertaking to exprefs and defcribe with 
my weak pen all that my eyes admired; inftead of endeavouring to 
communicate to my reader’s mind, the many, the varied, and the ex- 
traordinary ‘enfations produced inceffantly in mine by the fight of fo 
many things, in which fingularity, magnificence, boldnefs of defign, 
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542 Haflam on Infanity. 
and fkill of execution were combined, it will be more fimple and mote 
natural to confefs my incapability. The pencil of a great malter jy 
wanting to Create in fome fort anew fo many accumulated wonders ; 
and even then [ will venture to fay, without feeking to fave my own 
credit, that the copy will never be equal to the original. 

** With what pleafure would I have facrificed a fum of money to 
obtain a plan, and a dozen of the moft interefting views of this mag. 
nificent fummer palace. For, to try to give by defcriprion an idea of 
Chinefe archicecture, particularly of that of the Imperial refideace, 
would be a fruitlefs endeavour, and almoft a lofs of time, the mode ef 
conftraction in that country not having the fmalleft analogy with Euro. 
pean architecture, I am indeed fo much convinced that every de. 
icriprion of that kind, unaffifted by drawings, would not be underiiood, 
that I f.all abandon the attempt.” P. 6. 


The volumes are very entertaining, but more entertaining than 
important. ‘They give very litle novel intormation,they afcer- 
tain few fafts before unknown, and are by no means more illuf 
trative of the manners of this fingular people, than thofe which 
preceded them. Acurious defcription of the ftuff calied Nam- 
king, ufually denominated nankeen, is found at p. 141 of the 
fecond volume ; of an extraordinary towef at p. 157; and of 
a fingular trade in women at p. 183. The voluines have no 
Index, which, in fuch a work, is always ufeful; and they feem 
to be fwelled out with extraneous matter, ufelefs, if not in 
fome degree impertinent. They will, however, be extenfively 
perufed, and mutt neceilarily torm a part in every colledtion of 
voyages and travels. 





Art. XVIII. Odfervations on Infanity, with praéical Re- 
marks on the Difeafe , and an Account of the morbid Appear- 
ances on Diffettion. By Fohn Haflam, late of Pembroke-Hall, 
Cambridge, Member of the Corporation of Surgeons, and Api- 
thecary to Bethlehem Hofpital. S8vo. 147 pp. 33. Ri- 
vingtuns. 1798. 


‘% 1E fituation of this author giving him daily opportunities 

of fecing infanity in all its varieties, and of marking the 
effets of remedies in mitigating and curing the difeafe, he has 
thought it his duty to lay the refult of his obfervations before 
the public. 

Rejecting the ufual definitions, he calls infanity ** an incor- 
re&t allociation of familiar ideas, which is independent of the 
prejudices of education, and is always accompanied with ow 
plici 
















































Haflam en Infanity. 543 
plicit belief, and generally with either violent or deprefling 
paffions.” By prejudices of, education, he means a belief in 
idle ftories, in witches, hobgoblins, &c. which not rarely ob- 
tains among the lower clafles. But this credulity was never 
fufpected to be the effe@ of infanity. Thofe who credited the 
narratives of Patagonia, and believed there was. race of giants 
inhabiting the fouthern point of America, were no more ac- 
counted infane, than thofe whoearly fufpeCted the error. The 
definition needed not therefore to havye’been encumbered with 
this exception, 

Although the author ufes the terms mania and melancholy, 
yet he wifhes it to be under{tood, that he does aot confider them 
as denoting d fferent {pecies of infanity, but merely as modifi- 
cations of the fame difeafe. The noify, talkative, or furious 
patient, frequently, he fays, becomes dull and melancholy, and 
the melancholy raging and noify ; and, in fome, fits of raving 
and melancholy alternately fucceed each other. 

Thofe who have imagined infanity to be merely an affe@ion 
of, or to originate in the mind, haveaffirmed, in fupport of that 
opinion, that the brain of infane perfons is not unfrequently 
found perfeét and intire, without fhowing the leaft vettige of 
difeafe. Mr..Haflam opened the heads of twenty-nine per- 
fons, of different ages and complexions, and who had been 
affeQed with infanity ; fome, a longer, and -others a fhorter 
portion of time. Ip all of them confiderable marks of dif- 
eafe appeared in the brain, or invefting membranes. In moft, 
an increafed quantity of water was found in the’ ventricles, or 
effufed between the membranes.” The membranes, particu- 
larly the tunica arachnoides, were almolt univerlally thickened 
or inflamed, and the brain isfelf contained an unulual portion 
vf bloed. 

_ Mr. H. concludes a mafteriy account, or hiftory, of the 
rife and progrefs of the difeafe, with obfervations on certain 
appearances in maniacal patients not generally defcribed. 
Among thefe are, a protufion and gliltening of the eyes, anda 
peculiar relaxation of the integuments of the cranium, moft 
remarkable on the pofterior part of the fcalp, which may be 
wrinkled, or rather, gathered up: by the hand, he fays, to a 
confiderable extent. This is rarely found, he adds, but after a 
paroxy{m of raving of fome continuance. ~Maniacal patients 
are not fo unfufceprible of cold, as has been generally ima- 
ined. In winter they croud round the fire, and it has been 
Bund necetfary to order the feet of thofe who are clofely con- 
fincd, to be well wrapped in flannel, to obviate mortification, 

which would otherwife frequently occur, 6 
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544 Foyce’s Analyfis of A. Smith. 


On the management of infane perfons, the author is co- 
pious, and his obfervations appear to be judicious, and ex- 
tremely valuable. | 

Am. ne the remedies commonly referred to, bleeding takes 
the leat; this is rarely omitted, either in furious or melancholy 
patients. Cathartics hold the next rank. The author has not 
found, he fays, maniacal patienis to require larger dofes of purg- 
ing mediciaes than other perfons of fimilar habirs and conftitu- 
tions. Emetics, which have been foftrongly recommended, have 
not fucceeded with him. He has found them fometimes perni- 
cious. Neither blifters, fetons, nor opium, have been found 
eminently ufeful. Cold bathing in exceedingly debilitated 
perfons may be fometimes proper, but in contrary habits he has 
found it hurtful. 

Of 8874 patients admitted into Bethlehem Hofpital, be- 
tween the years 1748 and 1794, 4832 were women, and 4042 
men. Of thefe patients, 1402 women and 1155 men, which 
is about two in feven of each, were difcharged as cured. The 
difeafe frequently recurs, but in. what proportion the author 
could not afcertain, as many of them might not return to the 
hofpital. Women who were affected with infanity, in confe- 

uence of parturition, resovered more frequently, than when 
the difeafe occurred from any other caufe.” in general, young 


perfons recover more frequently than thofe advanced in years. - 


When the difeafe is not removed in twelve months, it rarely 
admits of acure. Patients who are furious, recover in a much 
larger proportion than thofe who are melancholy. 

We have been diffufe in our account of this little work, 
which contains more ufcful fa&s, on the fubje& of infanity, 
than we remember to have feen before colle&ted together. We 
are happy to learn that the author is continuing his enquiries, 
and means, in due time, to lay the refult before the public. 





Arr. XIX. 4 Complete Aualyfis of Dr. Adam Smith's Inquiry 
into ihe Nature and Caufes of the Wealth of Nations. By 
Jeremiah Foyce. Bvo. 290 pp. §s. Robinfons, 1797+ 


AMONG other ufes of an analyfis of this work of Dr A. 

Smith, Mr. Joyce, in his Advertifement, obferves that it 
will be found convenient as a text book, in the initi:utions of 
a liberal education. We have had occafion before to cenfure 
the authors of fome of thefe text books, tor making them the 
vehicles 
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Fehicles Of feditious matter, and. mixing poifof in the éarly 
food of the mind; and this renders them; at the prefent, ob- 
jects of additional artent fon to us, 

Mr. Joyce has not confined himfelf to the analyfis of Smith's 
work ; he has illuftrated his Analyfis with notes, ‘The firft 
part of his 5 tig 0 it is to be obferved, required an un- 
desftanding, of the fenfe of his aurhor, and a faithful, repre 
fentation of it. He ritight be expe&ed alld to give tits whole 
fentiments on material points; where no confideration of. de» 
torum fhouid reftrain him, and obly his real fentinients. How 
far he has underftood the writer he is abridging, the following 
temarks will fhow.. ‘* Diminifh,” fays he, ‘* in any fate, 
the power of fupplying themfelves from diftant couptties, 
while the number of inhabitants continues the fame {.and cor 
will be (till dear, thongh filver thould ink in its value’? (p} 7g). 
in Smith the condition is, that it ** fhould be diminifhed int 

uantity*,” pnd therefore rife {nits value. This error cou 
pring only from a mifconception -of the firlt maghitude, in 
the theory of the value of money. | 

Of the confufien of ideas ef this analy{t on money and the 
precious metals, we find another decifive inftance:. Dr. Smith 
fad been fhowing that money is an expenfivé inftrument of 
comnierce; aiid thus, in a certain degree, refembles fixed ca- 
bital. After extracting this, Mr. Joyce goes on as follows :. 

** Money inftead of re pape the ftock referved for immediate 
bonfuimption;. #8 eniployed in fapporting the expenfive inftrement of 
commerce, by means of which every individual has his fubfiftence 
diftribuced to him.” . P. 98. a 

That is, it isemployéd in fupporting monty. But Smith’iny 
forms us that it Is ** a certain quantity of go'd and-fitver, and of 

et curious labdurt,” that. of coinage, which is-f6 employed 5 
and isa perpetual dedudtion from ouF flock of bullion: Srriekires 
bf this Rind might éaffly be multiplicd, and afford devifive 
proofs of the moft culpable inattention, or utter ignorance of 
the fenfe of his author. r OF 
; We now come td his mifreprefentations of that fenfe. Smith 
ays, — . " 

_ © The Princes of the Houfe of Stuart, employed violence to in- 
Auence fome membérs of rhe Parliament of England, ant they were 
found unmanageable, rhe Parliament of England, is oW managed in 


ANOTHER manner.” P. 261. 


~— 
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$46 Foyce's Analyfis of A. Smith. 


The laft fentence Mr. J. diftinguifhes as here pean 
thereby to reprefent his author's fenfe to be, that the prefent 
inflrument is corruption. To effect this he leaves out a curie 
ous and ufzful principle, given immediately after by Dr. $. to 
explain what he here means by managing popular affemblies, 


" # Management and perfuafion,” he goes on to fay, “* are the bef 
and fafeft inftruments of Government, as force and violence are ‘the 
worft, Yet fuch it feems is the natural infolence of man, that he al. 
moft always difdains to ufe the good infirument, except when he cannot 
or dare not ufe the bad one.” P. 211. 


It is evident here, that to print the fentence fo as to make 
it imply a charge of corruption, is a falfifitation of the au. 
thor’s meaning, wunlefs corruption be by him immorally deno- 
minated the good infirument of government. 

We had noted other paffsges of the like nature, though we 
did not attempt a comparifon of the work and its Analyfis, 
pare by page ; contenting ourfelves with collating fuch parts 
of the latter, which by memory we knew to be a perverfion 
of the original. -In one inftance, and one only, we followed 
the contrary courfe. Dr, Smith, toward the conclufion of his 
work, has a very important obfervation on the ordinary rate 
of the annual increafe of the national capital. It is indeed 
the only paflage in which he lays down any definitive idea on 
that fubject. We forefaw, from the fpirit. of the work, that 
to analyze it would put Mr. Joyce under difficulties of: a cer- 
tain kind, and wifhed to examine the mode in which he would 
extricate himfelf-from them. The paflage itfelf is as follows: 


«¢ During the courfe even of the moft expenfive wars, the frugality 
and good condatt of individuals feem to have been able, by laien 
and accumutation, to repair all the breaches which the wafte and ex+ 
travagance of government had made in the general capital of the {0 
ciety.” Vol. ili. p. 433- 

We found what we had half expected, that Mr. Joyce had 
cut this knot, which indeed we thought too intricate tor him te 
untie, by the entire omiffion of the paffage. It forms a dif- 
tinguifhed part of the proof Dr. A. S, has given, of the 
inferiority of the fyftem of taxation in all other countries 
to that of our own. .This part comprifes a page and a half, 
the whole of which Mr. J. has fuppreffed. The fidelity of 
this conduc, io a profeffed analyzer of a work, will find, we 
prefame, few defenders. ‘ 

On Mr. Joyce's abilities as a commentator, our ftriGtures 
mutt be very curfory. In one of his notes we are informed, 
that ‘* by the revolutions in thofe countries, the particulat 
modes of taxatiou-in France and Holland, have pornnry, been 

uper- 
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foperfeded by others lefs oppreffive.” P. 280. In another, 
that ‘* the melancholy expericnce of a few months will pro 
bably decide the queftion*,” (p. 288) whether Great, Britain 
would efcape the * defolation” the practice of funding has 
brought into ‘* every other country.” That experience we 
have new acquired. During the laft two years, the public 
funds have been tifing, and are now eftablithed at a higher rate 
than at the commencement of the term. A rife, for fo long 
a period, is a circumftance unparalleled in any of our former 
cat wars, from the date of any accounts of their rates. The 
se(t of the notes difplay the fame errors, and fome of them 
are ftill more intemperate. 
There is one particular in this Analyfis, which deferves to 
be mentioned with approbation. D. Smith has ekrraéted, 
and with a warmth of praife which proves the perver§on of 
his own principles, the malignant obfervations of Hume upon 
the inftitutions of the priefthoods of all religions*. This 
part Mr, Joyce has, with decorum and propriety, omitted. 
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POETRY. 


Art. 20. The Love of Gain: a Poem. Imitated from the Thirteenth 
Satire of Fuvénal. By M,G. Lewis, Eg. M.P. —. the Monk, 
Cofile-Spedire, Sc. 410. 51 Ppe 3% Gds Bell, 148, Oxford. 
Street. 1799+ § 


Seeing a writer of Mr. Lewis's caft willing * to ftoop to truth and 
moralize his fong,” we were very much difpofed to with him all poffi- | 
ble fuccefs and encouragement. Nor do we mean to impede the one, or 
throw a damp upon the other, when we fay that this imitation of 
Juvenal will not rank wirh the firtt performances of that kind, - The 
fame of Jobnfon originally began to rife on two of the fame 
nature ; but thofe were polifhed and finifhed with a Gs? which few 
writers think neceflary ; but without which no one, in thitwnaturity of 
language, can be finally eftablifhed as a poct. The very opening of 


ite poem 





* This was probably written in the {pring of 1797. 
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this compofition is carelefs, and feveral obje@tions to the four firft 1: 
might ecafily be made. No imitation Save was ever written soe 
little reference to the original. Out of 249 lines, which the Satire 
Contains, little more than 150 are at all noticed’; yet the Englith poems 
extends to 4¢6 lines. Sevéral pages appear without one parallel verfe 
of Jovenal, Many lines are very carelefs and il} conttruéted, as, for 
example, the firft of this couplet: | 


Heav'ns future joys their notice fcarce feem' worth, 
Wealth in this world their prefent heav'n on earths 


Nor was any thiitg-ever much nore valgar than, 
Corfe ev'ry Himb, and quench my blafted eyes, 
A fill worfe objection Hes againtt, 
Or Eve loft Eden for a nonpareif. 


Yet the pears tenor of the Poem is far above bad writing, and fome 
pailages have a great hare of merit. Ler us fele¢t one. 
Mark then! if what you moort, were fome dire ill 
No partner fuffer'd, and no time could itill ; 
ff fome range curfe, fome plague tu nature new 
On you had falPn, and fall’n on none but you, 
No word of mine fhould moek your publifh’d pain, 
Or ftrive to bind your wrath in reafon’s chain, 
Who knows the human heart muft alfo know 
How keen the pangs which make your forrows flow > 
Not with thofe fighs, which heave the hephew’s heat 
Who fees his hoarding uncle’s life depart ; es 
Not with thofe tears, which cuftom bids be fhed 
By youthful widows for old hufbands dead ; 
Grieve they, who dear depatting wealth behold; 
And mourn, not lofs of friends, but lofs of gold. 
No fore’d afftiction bids their forrows rife, 
They need no onion to provoke their-eyes ;- 
No! Loft that idol moft ador’d and dear, 
Heart-felt defpair, wild rage, and grief fincere . 
Burtt in cach bitter figh, gufy in each fcalding tear. 


A defcription of London, in about 22 lines, is by he Mon, WilGant 
Lambe. Mr. Lewis himfelf has ventured twice upon. a novelty, which 
wedo not with to fee repeated. As Dryden oceafionally clofes with am. 
Alexandrine, to give peculiar energy to his period, this anthor has 
thought {till more force would be confeged by a Hine twe fyliables, 
longer, and bas therafore clofed two paflages with a vere of 14 {yl 
] The elfett, howcver, is not fuch. as he expected, bas ssshaw 
the contrary. ‘The firit of them follows am Alexandrine. 


‘Then farts he from his couch, while dews of horror pour 
Down his darke forehead—wrings his hands, and prays to fleep 
no more. 
The other inftance finishes the Poent. 


A feeling heart, an open hand, content, and one true friend. 
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If an Alexandrine be not ill compared to a wounded fnake, this 
jmeeafyrable line no lefs refembles a rape of find, which has no firth 
goherence in any part, but is ready ta break at the firit touch, 


Ant. 21. Au dntervicw between the Spirit of Pope and the Shade that 
affumed bis Name, 8v0, 15 pp. 6d. Hatchard.. 1799. 


There is merit both inthe idea and the execotion of thistitdle poo ; 
but fill no ghoft is able to rival, or correétly to iumitate, the real poet. 
The firft Shade of — is here painted asa fiend in difguife, is 
on the Banks of the 'F j whese the real thade atifes to rebyke him 
for prefumption. Among the belt parts of the performance we fhould 
flett the following fimile. Pope tells his counterfeit, 


Thy Grains on folly’s whirlwind drive along, 
In all the fwolln inanity of fong. 

So on the gale the air-blowp bubble fies 
Confus’dly painted with a thoufand dyes, 
It’s orb awhie qhe varying colours blends, 
Then burfts, and in a dirty drop defeends, 


On the quantity of note fubjoined by the author of the P. of L. te 
a very fcanty text he thus defeants: 
Say whe, that knew to judge of tone and time, 
To wake the lyre and build the lofty shime, 
Could bear to fee his wire-drawn verfes {pread 
O’er each dull page a folitary thread ; 
Merely to guide applayding Scandals eye 
Where lurks below the mean profaic lic ? 
So at the door the egimfon lion’s grin 


‘Tempts to the noifome compounds fold within, 


The author fhows, in his lines on Dg. Warton, that praife, however 
jult, is more difficult to write than fatire, He alfo compliments, very 
bi hly, a friend of ours, though with a ftrong cenfure of his opinion 

petting the obnoxious fatiritt. Still what we haye faid, in p, 467, 
of that author and his aflailants, remains true. 


DRAMATIC. 


Ayr. zz. Eaygh when you can. A Comedy. In Five ABs. At 


performed at the Theatre Royal, Covent-Garden, By Frederick Rey- 
molds, S8vO. 2% Longman, 1799. 


Our aftonifhment atthe numberlefs prodystions for the ftage, which. 
have been brought forward at the theatres this feafon, is, in a great 
mealure, done away, by our perufal of the picges themfelves; and we 
mut not wonder that the German tranflations are fo popular, when 
our own productions have fo very fewexcctlenciesto recommend ihem, 
Wntortunately, this Comedy of Mr, Reynolds's, affords us no oppor. 
tunity to change our fentiments; and we are forry¥ Mat we could not 
be ** boaxed into a laugh,” either by the’ perufal or reprefengation ; yet 
we ace yery Qudious of the anthor’s maxim, to laugh when we can. 
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ArT. 23. The Captive of Spilburg. In Two Afs. As performed 
the T beatre- Royal, Drury-Lane. Altered Srom the Pte Frenb 
Drama, called Le Souterrain. With a Preface, by the Tranflator, The 
Mufic by Duffk. 8v0. 47 pps 18.6d. Stace, and Hatchard, 
3799+ 


This is one of thofe interefting fubjeéts, which, though frequently 
repeated, cannot fail to awaken the feelings. We have admired it in 
the original, and, in its Englith drefs, it is far from having lott any of 
its fubftance or fpirit; although, if our recolle€tion do not deceive us, 
the tranflation is by no means fo clofe as the tranflator feems to inti. 
mate. 

‘The Preface is fhort and judicious, and contains fome very appofite 
remarks concerning the adaptation of fongs to mufic. 


Art. 24. The Battle of the Nile, a dramatic Poem, on the Model of the 
Greek Tragedy. 8vo. 2s. Faulder, New Bond-Street. 1799. 


This is a confiderable prize in the lottery of criticifm; a poem 
which unites correétnefs with animation, and vigour with claffical tafe, 
The author acknowledges that the idea was taken from the Perf of 
ZEfchylus, but fays that he avoiuied an aftual recurrence to the Greek 
"Tragedy before he wrote, becaufe he wifhed his Poem to be rather ‘a 
free imitation of the conduét, than a fervile copy of the fentiments of 
JEfchylus.”’ He has certainly fucceeded well ; and the Poem, though 
faid to be compofed in a very fhort compats of time, has, contrary to 
the ufual fare of fuch writings, that in it which will make it fubfitt for 
a long period. ‘The fcene is laid at Paris, and the drama commences 
with the triumph and exultation of the French on their increafing 
glories, particularly their conquetts in the Eait, and their fanguine 
hopes of crufhing the power of England. The Peripetia is produced 
by the narratiwwe of Nelfon’s victory, and the confcquences of it in 
Europe, with the lamentations of difappointed ambition on that fub- 
ject. «At the conclufion, the poet has introduced the Spirtt of 
Youis XVI_ rather, he fays. © from a defire of following his original, 
than trom any partality to the increafing tafte for the interpofition of 
{ypernatural agents in the affairs of the modern ftage.” If any part 
of the compefition requires additional care and polifh, it is the lyric 
part; yet many of the choral odes are of great excellence, not with- 
out fublimity. The Chorus is compofed of old men, whofe apprehen- 
fions and good fenfe form a happy contraft with the boafting arrogance 
of the Directors. ‘lo give a fhort fpecimen from fuch a poem,\ s 
like exhibiting one column from a building ; it may however ferve to 
fhow, thar the fabric is of marble. After defcribing the battle of 
Aboukir, the Meffenger fa\s; 


«© Sad was the fight, when morn returning fhew’d 

Our ruins, Gallic barks, no longer proud 

With ftately mafis and ftreamers, fhatier’d lay 

Wrecks on the ocean, ours no more. The bay 

Was ting'd with blood. Rudders and broken matts, ; 
me- 
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A melancholy fcene, lay floating round, 
‘The fhores were {pread with corfes; and each wave 
Slow borne, came loaded with the dead. Mean time 
From hip to fhip were heard the groans of men 
Under tharp wounds lamenting. Gloomy thoughts 
Sadden’d the captives, who with envy view'd 
‘The dying and the dead, o’er whom they hung 
Or mourning, or attendant, duties fad. 

Chorus. O warriors brave in vain! Unhappy fons! 

1ff DireGor. Loud doubtlefs were the vaunting conqueror’s 

fhouts. 
Meffenger. No: ne’er did man, with fuch bright glory 
cloath’d, 
Bear him fo meck. 'To God he gave the praife, 
Owning himfelf his humble miniiter. 
‘The honours proud heap’d on him he receiv’d 
With bluthes, or with gentle f{peech repell’d, 
As one fcarce worthy, When he nam'd the fight, 
le rather fought pardon for deeds undone, 

Than praife tor nobleft feats atchiev’d.” =P. 31. 


The Spirit of Louis appears at the end, with fuitable dignity and 
judicious preparation, and delivers admirable fentiments. 


MEDICINE. 


” 


Art. 25. An Account of ihe Plague which raged at Mofcow in 1771. 
By Charles De Mertens, M.D. Member of the Medical Colleges of 
Vienna and Strafbourg, Se. Tranflated from the French, with Notete 
Svo. 22 pp. 38. Rivingtons. 1799. 


Doftor De Mertens’s Account of the ravages made by the Plague 
at Mofcow in the year 1771, was publifhed in Latin at Vienna, in 
1778, and tranflated into the French language in 1784. From this 
edition it is now tranflated into Englith by the prefent anonymous 
writer, but not entire; the preface and feveral chapters being omitted, 
as not having immediate reference to the difeafe, or not of importance 
tothe Enghfh reader. . The work contains an accurate cdelcription 
of the plague, and of the methods that were found molt fuccefsful in 
preventing the contagion fiom fpreading. The plague was firlt ine 
troduced into Mofcow by two foldiers, who come from Choczim in the 
month'oaf November 1770, where it was then raging. ‘lowards the 
end of the month, the anatomical diflecter to the hofpital died of a 
malignant fever, attended with petechiz, On enquiring, it was 
found that eleven other perfons had died about the fame time; and 
that petechia, buboes, and carbuncles were olterved on the dead bo- 
dics. The phyficians were therefore cailed together to give their 
@pinions as to the nature of the difeafe, who all, except.Dr. Rinder, 
agreeing that it was the plague, precautions were taken to prevent its 
becoming general, and moft of the principal fashilies quitted the city. 
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Bat the winter proving extremely fevere, and few new cafes occor. 
ring, all apprehenfion of the plague ceafed, tha city was again filled 
with inhabitants, and the precautions that had been dirested were 
gradually remitted, On the 1:th of March the physicians were again 
aflembled, the difcafe having appeared in a manufactory, wherg 
3000 perfons were employed i making clothes for wearing. Necef. 
fary precautions to prevent the infection from fpreading were there. 
fore again had recourfe to; but a diflereace of opinion fill prevailin 
among the phyficians, as to the nature of the complaint, the people 
did not, as before, quit the city, By the end of june, the difeafe 
manifefted itfelf in fach a manner as to leave no doabt of its being the 
plague ; fix perfons dying in one night, ard Lyid {pots, buboes, and 
carbuncles being found on all of them. © At tlic end of July, the 
number of deaths in the city, which does not ordinarily exceed fifteen 
in the day, amounted to 200, in the middle of Apgult to 490, at the 
end of Auguit to 600, aad by the middle of September the deaths 
amounted to more than reco in the day. The mortality was greatly 
increafed at this time, by the rjotous behaviour of the common people, 
who broke open the peft-boufes, and quarantine hofpital, renewing 
all the religious ceremonies which it is cuflomary with them to per- 
form at the bed-fide of the fick, and digging up the bodies of thofé 
who have been buried in the fuburbs, carrysng them into the city and 
interring them there. All precautions againft fpreading the infection, 
they contended, were unavailing or impious, as every one mutt die, 
they faid, at the appointed time, and they confidered the prevalence 
of the plague as a mark of the divine vengeance, for having neg ected 
their ancient forms of worfhip. ‘The riots were again queiled by the 
foldiers ; but the intercouyfe of the fick with the healthy daring. this 
time had fo extended the infection, that the deaths amounted to 1200 
in the day, and continued in thatratio uatil the roth of O€tober, when 
the deaths began to decline, and by the clofe of the year, the plague 
ceafed in Motcow, and in the whole Ruflian empire. The whole 
perfons who died during the time the plague continued are fatd to be 
70,000; therefore, as Mofcow is fuppofed to contain only 150,000 
perfons in the fummer feafon, nearly one halt of the inhabitants were 
deftroyed by the diteafe. 

To the account of Dr. De Mertens, the author has added deferip- 
tions of the difeafe by Orrzus and Saméilowitz, ‘ who had great 
opportunities of obferving,” he fays, ‘* and have been more particu- 
lar in noticing fome of the phenomena than qgur author.” ‘They all 
concyr in opinion, that the atmofpheie, during the time of the pefti- 
lenee, is not infectious, and that the difeafe 1s only communicable by 
conta with the bedy, clo:hes, or furniture of perfons who are in 
fected, or who died of the eomplaint. 

«* The plague,” the author fays, p. 34, ‘* raged chiefly among 
the common people; the nobles, and better forts of inhabitants, el- 
caped the contagion, a few only excepted, who fell victirs to their 
rafhnefs and negligence. The plague was communicated folely by 
contact of the fick or infected goods; it was not propagated by the 
atmofphere, which appeared in no refpect vitiated during the whole 
of the time,” : 

The 
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The plague having been iatro.luced into the Orphan-Houfe at Mo 
cow, where there were about tooo children and 400 adults, by fome 
foldiers and workmen, who elcaped over the wall ot the eaclofare by 
night, and returned, was prevented from {preading, by kegping the 
jniected perfons tn an aparcment by themfelves, and prohibiting all 
jntercourle between them, and the reit of the inmates, «* Sic integra 
hec domus,’’ we quote from the original edition, p. 95, ** fang 

ermaniit, quamquam ‘omnes circumjacentes wdes vaftaie fuerint, 
“ diriflima itaque peftis furore atmo¥phera minime contagiofa {yit, 
in calore aeftivo aeque, ac in gelida tempeftate ; et contagium felo 
contactu aegrorum, vel rerum infectarum, propagabatur,” 

The author 1s-very full in his dire¢tions to reltrain the contagion ; 
and although we hops, from the precautions yfed, there is little 
reafon to fear the introduction of the plague into thia country, many of 
the regulacions here recommended might be adyantageoufly adopted, 
duriag the prevalence of any extremely intectious complaint: the pub- 
Jication of the work therefore in Englith, at this time, when our ine 
tercourfe with the Turks is more intamate than at any former period, 
feems feafonable, and may have very beneficial effects. We have only 
to add, that on comparing the verfion before us with the Latin Edi, 


, gion, the tranilator appears to have executed the work wath fidelity. 


DIVINITY. 


Art. 26. A Sermon, preached before the Hinayrable Houfe of Commons, 

"at the Charch of St, Margaret, Wfiminfler, on Wedncfday, Uchruary 
27, 1799, being the Day appointed by bis Majefly’s Royal Proclamation, 
to be obferved ‘as a Day of falemn #aftiyg and Humiliation, By the 
Rev. Thomas Hay, Canon of Chrifi Church, Oxford. 400. 30 pp. 
is. 6d. Walter, Charing-Crofs. 1799. 


We have fevera] times had occafjon to notice the Sermons of 
Dr. Hay, on thefe public and folemn days, and always with fincere 
and {trong approbation, of the good, fenfe, judgment, and piety mari- 
fefted in them. The prefent difcaurfe is marked by the fame charac- 
teriftics, and well deferves the yate of thanks, which donbtlefs would 
have been given, in this inftance, had the compliment been lefé ufual 
than itis. After mentioning the occafion of the faft, the author con- 
fiders the publie condu@ of the nation under the trying circumftances 
which the late years have produced; and having found in that conduct 
much caufe for commendation, he. appeals to itidividuals to examine, 
each for himfelf, whether they alfo have been. careful to fu!Al their 
yarious duties, and to avoid all wilfyl tranfgreffion, He concludes by 
reminding his hearers, ** that to fan@tify the Lord Gad of Hofts hime 
felf, to Jet him be our fear, and let him be our dread” (according to 
his text, [faiah viii, 13, 14) is the truelt effort of patriotifin; and in- 
fl in the defence of our country, the defence of Chriftianity it. 

f. | 
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Axt. 27. A Sermon, preach d in the Parifo Charch of St, James, 
Colchefler, on Tuefday, the 1ft of Auguft, 17975 for the Benefit of the 
Sunday Schools flablifhed in that Town. By Robert Acklom Ingram, 
B.D. vellow of Queen's College, Cambridge, and Curate of Boxed 
and Worming ford, Effix. Publifhed at the Requeft of the Governers, 
and fur the Ben ft of the faid Charity, 8vo, 22pp. 18 Key. 
mer, Jun. Colcheiter; Robinfons, London. ’ 


Upon the text Jer. xxxt, 34, the preacher offers ‘a few arguments, 
deduced from the prefent critical pofture of fociety, on the neceflity of 
exerting every endeavour to promote the univerfal diffufion of religious 
knowledge” ’p, 2). ‘Thefe arguments fhow great attention to, and 
knowledge of athe prefent condition of the lower claffes in this coun. 
try, and of the proper means for rendering them good and happy mei. 
bers of fociety. In one poit efpecially we concer entirely with the 
preacher, and fhall extra his fentiments, recommending them to the 
atrention of our readers: * I fhall prefuime to recommend, that in the 
gradual extention of your plan, a preference be fhewn to the education 
of girls; for which advice, from a variety of very important argu. 
ments, I fhall be content, at prefent, to felect the following. ‘The 
minds of girls are, commonly, more fufceptible of pious: impreffions 
at anearly period, than thofe of boys, and are more eafily infpired with 
a defire of improvement.. The conduct of men alfo depends in an 
extraordinary degree upon the manners of women :—and, in propor- 
tion as women are taught to refpect their own characters, the morals 
of men will be pure, and their maoners refined and dignified. Ta 
which I fhall add, that the earlieft impreffions, and the firft habits, 
as well as the whole conduct of domettic edacation, in. poor families, 
depend almoft entirely on the mother’s care and prudence.” P, 18. 


Ant. 28. Sermons on a Future State. By the Rev. R. Shepherd, D.D. 
Archdeacon of Bedford. 8v0. 94 pp. 25. 6d. Nicol. 


The firit and fecond of thefe Sermons were publifhed in 1797, 
ami were noticed with much approbation in vol. x, p. 557, of our 
Review. ‘The fame degree of approbation may be extended to the 
third Sermon, which is now before us. It briefly ftates the arguments 
from feripture, for “ the exiftence of the foul in a ftate of happinefs 
and percipiency,”” between death and the refurrection, Other divines 
have produced the fame arguments, and particular Dr. Jortin, But 
in the inferences, or leilons, drawn from this doétrine, Dr. S. is more 
original. ‘lL heyare very ingenious, folid, and juit; and are fet forth 
with an eloquence highly interefting and -affe¢ting. 


Arr. 29. Thiughts on the Neceffity of the moral Difcipline in Prifonsy 
as prelunary ta the religious Inftrudtian of Offenders ; with Obfervations 
on the Expediency of appointing, by Authority, a Form o Prayer for the 
Uye of Prifoners. By thomas Bowen, M. A. Chaplain of Bridewsell 
Hojpital, and Minijter of Bridewell Precin®. 8v0. 36 pp. is 
Rivingtons. 1799. 

Many judicious and ufeful thought: are fuggefted in the former part 


of this tract, which we recommend to the attentioa of the legiflators 
an 
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and magiftrates; and we take this opportunity to exprefs our earneft 
hope, that the zeal which Mr, Howard excited in the public mind on 
the fubject of prifons, bas not abated, nor will abate; but that its be- 
neficial effe&ts will continually be experionced in every diftrict withia 
the kingdom. . | 

With regard to the fecond objet of this tract, the appointment by 
authority of a Form of Prayer for the Ufe of Prifoners, it becomes 
us only to fay, that the meafure is hete ttrongly and well recommended, 
that we perceive no valid objections to it, and that we thould rejoice 
to hear that the heads of our church had taken it into ferious confi. 
deration. 


Art. 30. The True Patriot. A Sermon, preached brfore the Military 
Afficiation of the United Parifbes of St. Andrew, Holborn, and of St. 
George the Martyr, Middlefx, ai St. Fobn's Chapel, Bedford Row, 
Sunday, Fuly 15,1798. By Richard Cecil, A. M. and publifped at 
their Requeft. $8vo. 35 pp» Rivingtons. 179%. 


This is the fubfance of a Sermon, ‘ delivered from notes ;” the 
expreffion alfo being generally retained, It is pious and animated, 
The preacher is very tar from juftifying any fingle act of violence that 
ean be prevented ; but he is not one of thofe enthufiafts who rejeét all 
felf-defence : and if argument be not thrown away upon fuch perfons, 

thaps the following quotation may affift in rectifying their perverted 
judgments, 

‘© It has been objected, * What if, in the event, a man may fall by 
my hand?’ Would to God fuch a Chriftian fenfibility were more 
prevalent through Europe! It would ftop many a vain-glorious enter- 

rife. It woutd wreit the {word from many a rafh hand, and turn it 
into a ploughfhare. But that our confciences may be enlightened as 
well as tender, we fhould confider that the fame {criptures which teach 
us meeknefs in that beautiful hyperbole, unto him that fmiteth thee on 
the one cheek, offer alfo the other, teach us alfo to regard the interefts 
of fociety, and the governments under which we live ; governments 
pan of God for-** the punifhment of evil doers,’ as well as 
“ for the praife of them that do well.” It ought to be no queftion 
with you as Chriftians whether you woxz/d fave the invader of your 
peace ; but it may be a queftion with you as citizens legally a> saps 
to maintain it, whether, all things confidered, you caz. e are 
bound to pray for an enemy, to do him good for evil, and to try to 
fave him, if pofMfible, from the pit he is digging ; but the law of love 
which feeks his good, muft not be oppofed to the law of felf-preferva- 
tion, which prevents his doing evil. If then, while you are thus di- 

ofed, and thus commiffioned to keep the peace, any.one fhould fall in 

is attempt to break it, How—let every one afk himfelf—how does 
fuch a man fall? Verily, as the houfebreaker—as the incendiary—as 
the affaflin—as Goliath. Who kills the lawlefs ruffian? The magif. 
trate that executes the law? The citizen that ftands merely upon his 
own defence? No: the man kills himfelf. This fon ef violence as 
clearly puts himfelf to death as a mad dog that rufhes upon the 
pofed fpear. ‘* He digged a pit, and fell therein, and his blood is 
upon his own head.” Pp, 14,15. ; 

RT. 
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Ant. 31. A Sermon, preached on Thurfday, Nw. 29, 1798, being the 
Day appointed by p Laan te be objerued as - Day of pbs 
Thank/giving. By Charts Nofmorthy Michell, M, 4. of Oriel Cob. 
dege, Oxford, and Curate of Wefton-under-Penyard, in the Diacefe “ 
eafort Svo. 36 pp. 18% Allen, Hereford; Dilly, London, 
3798. : 

A very fhort and plain dicousfe, the reafons for printing which are 

not afligned ; nor are they very obvious, i 


Arr. 32. The Efficacy of Courage in a geod Caufe. A Sermon, 

preached in the Cathedral Church of St. Paul, before the Right Hon, 
the Lord Mazor, the Aldermen, § erifs, the Common Council of the 
City of London, the City Officers, the Hom. the Artillery Company, and 
the Temple $"" and St, Paul's Dijirit Military Afric on Thuvf- 
day, Nov. 79, 1798, being the Day appointed by bis Majeflp to be ob. 
Served as a general Thank/giving ta Almighty God, for the late gloviow 
Vidiory abjained by bis May: fty’s Sbips of War, under the Command of 
Rear Admiral Lord Neljon of the Nile, over the French Fleet, and 
other recent and fignal Succeffis. By Thomas Bowen, M. A. Chaplain 
of Bridrqwell Precin@, and Chaplain to the Right Hox. the Lard Moyo, 
4t0. agpp, 1s. Rivingtons: 4798. : 


It canttot be thoyght extraordinary that this fpirited difcourfe was 
acceptable to the audience before which ic was delivered. Every 
traly Britifh bofom muft echo the following fegtiments and withes: 
¢* But what words can tell, what language can exprefs the praift of 
THE INTREPID MAN, Who ftood for all that we hold dear, on that 
triumphant day ? Prodigal of his‘life, if he might fave bis county, 
he had infuftd his own ardour into the breaits ot his gallanr feamen: 
they felt the impulfe, and caughe the fpirit of his energetic mind; 
and though he had fallen, his Victory was fecure! But Cod guarded 
his precious Life®, that he might exhibit to furroupdiag dations the 
bright examples of a Hero and a Chriftian, who, unlize’tis gas 
adverfary, arrogates not to himelf, nor afcribes to fortune the ae 
of his exploits, but gives the praife to u1M only who is the giver of al 
victory | He was faved from death, that he mightenjoy not only the 
heartfelt joy of his own enraptured countrymen, but that he might 
tafte the fublime pleafure excited ia his miad by the gratitude of Fu. 

. If fecurity is reftored to property, honour to religion, or order 
to civil life, thefe blefliugs are derived from Britain; aud it is the va- 
four of a Brit Fleet, and the pgowels of a Britié Admiral, by which 
under Providence, they will is recovered to mankind. May God 
Almighty give him to his pative land! ‘There, repofing in the bofom 
of his country, may he long witnefs the bleffings which he has fecured ; 
and, at his left hour, when his earthly warfare is accomplifhed, may 
he feel the fweeteft confolations of that holy faith which he has {g 
welt protected !” Pp, 18, 1g. | 
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* Rather a low expreffion, Rev. 
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Rit. 33. A Sermon, preached at St, Fobn's, Wakefield, for the Ben» 
of the Choir of the faid Church, December 16, 1798. Pablited at 
the Requeft of the Congregation. By the Rev. Sariuel Clapham, M.A ~ 
Vicar of Great Oxfeborne, near Knarfooriigh, 400. 17 Pp. 186 
Glendinning, Rivingtons. 799. 


Not only the bef arguments and authorities for the application of 
wnufic todivinie worthip are here collected in an able mainner, but the 
whole difcourfe. is animated by a fpisit and fervoud of piety, which 
do great credit to the writer, muft have beer highly ed?fymg to the 
hearers, and will make'a favourable and ui¢tul impreflion on every 
ferious reade?, 


POLITICS. 


Ant. 34. Remarkvon the Explanation lately publifbed by Dr. Prieys 
repedting the intercepted Letters of bis Friend and Difciple, Fobn He 
Yo which is added, a Certificate of Civifm, for i ph Pricflley, 
Svos sz pp. rsv6d. Wright, Pie. 


Stone. 
Jun. By Peter Porcupine. 
cadilly, 1799- 


We fee, with great pleafure, that our honeft and able friend, Peter 
Porcupine, for the reality of whofe exifience in America we were 
obliged to combat in 1794, continues more and more fuctefsfully. to’ 
exercife his pen againft the democrats of that country, and the inve- 
terate enemies of this, By praétice he has improved his ftyle, which, 
without lofing any of its native vigour, has acquired facility, and oc 
cafionally a degree of polith ; nor can even his enemies deny that his 
writings have had an effe@, far beyond the ufual powers of the pens 
Ke cannot yet difmifs his original objet of attack, Dr, Prieftley, 
whofe views and difpofitions no one has more‘clearly feen, no one fo 
fuccefsfully explained, The intercepted Letters of Stone, publithed 
in England, made it neceffary for Dr. Prieftley, who was addreffed in 
them, to attempt foine juftification in America. For this urpofe he 
wrote a Letter, which he required, as a point of jufitce, to be inferted 
im Porcupine’s Gazette, This Letter forms the fubjett of the prefent 
pamphlet, in which Peter very ably fhows the futility of the Doétor’s 
defence. 

So great a part of Dr. P,’s conduét has had reference, and hoftile 
reference, to’ England, that the difcuffion of it will generally involve 
fome objects of confequence here. This is certainly the cafe in the 

refent pamphlet, which in many points of view deferves attention, 

hese are not, however, many paflages mote remarkable than the fol- 
lowing, with the note upon it, which developes the fate of various fons 
of Sedition, formerly inhabigaats‘of Britain. The Doétor, in his de- 
fence, takes care to infinuate, that he wasever, as well as Stone, a Zea- 
lous friend of the American and French Revolutions. This, fays 
Porcupine, “ was dragged im as one of thofe little baits for popu- 
larity, which. are in conftant ufe amongft all the renegadoes from 
Great Bricain and Ireland; a bafe method of paying their court to 
the people of America, and one to which every man, who has a 9, 
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of true blood in his heart, fcorns to have recourfe. In ftating this 
circumftance, the Door indige@ly reminds the Americans of dis own 
merits, as one of thofe who fecretly aidéd their caufe, during the conteft 
between them and the mother country ; which, while it proves him 
to have been unfaithful to his native country, will not, I affure him 

ferve asa fet-off to his correfpondence with Stone. If the public 
papers, and the arts of land-jobbers, have invited traitors to the coun. 
try, the people have, on their arrival, unifornly treated them with 
every mark of abhorrence ; and it isa well-known truth, that, of 
the vait horde who have fled hither fince the beginning of the French 
revolution, not one has met with confidence or encouragement.” P. 19, 

This affertion is tupported by the enfuing note. 

“© Reynolds, the feditious united Irifhman, who was obliged to fly 
from Ireland to fave his neck, now ftands profecuted for a libel on the 
American Secretary of State. Go where he will, ftill he muft be a 
malcontent. He is, however, now reduced fo low, that no one will 


‘affociate with hial, except he be of the very dregs of the moh, He 


called himfelf Doétor for fome time; but the title has been laid afide, 
as of\no ufe. This wretch, in his paflage co America, guillotined the 
king in effigy. 

** Archibald Hamilton Rowan makes {pruce beer, and drives it about 
for fale in a wheel-barrow. He lives in the borough of Wilmington, 

“© Danil Ifaac Eaton, of hog’s-wafh memory, was quite bold on 
his firft arrival, He adverifed pamphlets for fale by ** Daniel Ifaac 
Exton, fix times tried for fedition ;” but the alien ldw foon made him 
withdraw both his advertifement and himfelf from the notice of the 

wblic. He fome time ago tived in a log-hut over Schuylkill, where 

e cohabited with an Indian fquaw. The proprietor of the hut, 
finding what geniry he had got for tenants, turned them out bag and 
baggage. lL happened to be going out owa fhooting party, when the 
miicreant and his yellow-hided frow were coming into Camp-town, 
trapfing thr-ugh the dirt. ‘* And is that,” thought I, «* the Paine 
Ter To His Majesty, THE Peopie!” He has brought his dogs to 
a fine market! 

“© Citizen Lee firtt attempted a magazine, then a book, and then he 
tried what could be got by cravelling, and he is at laft comfortably 
lddged in New-York jail. 

“© Poor Merry (whom, however, I do not clafs with fuch villains as 
the above) died about three months ago, jaf as he was about to finifh 
a treatife on the juftice of the Agrarian fyflem. He was never noticed 
ia America. He pined away in obfcurity. The people here have, 
thank Heaven, nb tafte for the Della Crufcan poetry or politics.” 

Subjoined to the traét, we obferve Porcupine’s Propofals for a com- 
plete edition of his works, which, we truft, will find in England the en- 
couragement they fo well deferve; notwithftanding their extent, and 
confequent price. The Propofals are written with great fpirit, and, in 
part, even with elegance. Speaking with much diffidence of the in- 
trinfic merit of his own works, Cobbett alledges, that ‘* Things of no 
intrirfic value frequently become valuable when feen in a relative point 
of view. ‘The Beacon, that ftands on the fhore, is, in itfelf, bot @ 
mean and infignificant fabric, compofed of materials the moft pens 
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mon, and fafhioned by hands the moft rude; yet, the falutary caa- 
tion, which, through its means, the benighted mariner receives, rene 
ders it an object ot his attention and care, if not of his gratitude. 
Such are the lowly pretenfions of. the Works of Peter Porcupine ; 
which, though they prefent neither grandeur, elegance, nor fymaetry, 
will neverthelefs ferve to teach the wandering and bewildered politi- 
cian to avoid the breakers, which furround the yawning and internal 
gulph of democracy.” P. 1. 

he fimile of the Beacon in this paflage is as well imagined, and as 
happily expreffled, as any we at prefent recolled, 


Art. 35. Plain Faés, in Five Letters to a Friend, on the prefext State 
of Politics, Se. Se Se. Bvo. 105 pp. 2%.6d. Jordan. 1798. 


In the title-page, which isacomplete index, we are told that thefe Let- 
ters include ** Thoughts and Olsfervations on the prefent extraordinary 
Profafion of public Money, on the National Debt, Balance of Trade,” 
and about twenty other articles, there {pecified at leng h, but which 
we thought it unneceflary to copy. A great variety of copies are in- 
deed treated of in the pamphiet, but aloft afl in a truly Jacobinical 
ftyle; and with arguments, fome of which have been a thoufand times 
refuted, and the remainder every man of an unperveried underftand- 
ing will deem unworthy of refutation, Every opprobious epithet is, 
of courfe,’ lavifhed on the war. It is ** a combination of Defpots 
againtt the 8 of freedom !!! How long will writers of this Ramp infule 
the good fenfe of their country, and profane the facred name of free- 
dom, by applying it to the plunderers, the oppreflors, and the tyrants 
of Europe? The idea that ** members of clubs ‘Should combine in an 
attempt to fubvert the conflitution, was, we are told, ‘* perfectly ab- 
furd and groundlefs.”—* Not the leaft foadow of guilt could be im- 
puted to the perfons againtt whom the charge was brought’!!! So 
much for the Plaiz Fads of this writer. His Remarks on the Crimi- 
nal Code of our Laws are, in fome points, juft; but almoft literally 
copied from Beccaria and Blackftone. His ftyle and language, in ge- 
neral, are the common cant of jacobinifin. 


Ant. 36. A Letter, addveffed to a Menber of the Irifh Parliament, on 
the Subje& of the propofed Union between Great Britain and Ireland. 
Svo, 24 pp. 18 Murray and Highly. 1799. 


This writer argues for an Union, chiefly on the ground that it will 
tend to heal religious differences, deliver the mafs of the Irith people 
frum the government of an oligarchy, and divert the minds of the 
Catholics from their late tendency towards republicanifm, into 2 d.- 
rection beneficial to their country. He alfo confiders brieliy, but 
jultly, the queftion on the competency of the Irifh Parliament. | wougs 
the fubject has been difeuffed, by feveral writers, with more abiity and 
elegance, this fhort tract deferves notice for its candour, judgiscnt, 
and apparent fincerity. 


Ast, 
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Agr. 37. Propofals f paying | he vobbole of the prefeit tabion 
Drbt, bad for while Taxes poe I Blows Merttins ro 
Ef. 8vo. g6pp. 2s. Galabin, Rivington’, &e. 1799. 
There is fo much patriotic {pirit in thefe Propofals, that, we are by 

bo means iticlined to fpeak difrefpédtfully of them ; though fome of the 

author's previous flatements appear tous very queftionable, se. , 

Inthe Introdu@ion, of 32 pages; thé authof, accounting for thé 

endrmois ad?ante in. every article of expenditare within, the latt 66 

years, fay$ nota word about paper-monty ; but attributes the whole to 

** the intreafe ef taxes, and their fimple and complex operation.” P.9, 

He is Informed, that farmers and labourers now pay 7s. and 7s, 6d, 

for fach fhoc$, asthey bought 4 few years ago for 38. or 3s. 6d.. (p. 12.) 

As farmers are heré claffed with labourers, we €ofclude that mall 

fatmersate intended: Now we are, fome of us, betrér atquainted with 

thefe afeful meh, than either thé author or his informeér; and we dé 

hot hefitate to affirm, tHat if any man, Of cither déefcriptiqn, pays 75; 

for a pair of thoes, he is a phatioméndit in extravagancé. Hé « feru- 

ples not to fay, that fot ¢,000,00b!. paid intd thé Exchequer; 
t¢,060,cbo1. are raifed on the fabjeéts; nay 20,000,001. 11!" (p. ra} 

e {peaks of thé intreafing fpirtt of emigration to America; the fertility 
of the freffi lands occupied, afd the emery encotragemeut Which emigtantd 
Will there meet with (pp. 16, 17). We apprehend, that this fpirit hag 
lately been much damped ; that the fieth larids miuft be cleared at arf 
éxpence whith few emigrants cih afford ; and that the eficodragement 
fs fuch, that moft of ther come home again, if they tax. So much 
for the author’s preliminaries. : 

We now ¢ome to the modi of cartying this great (Chemé, of paying 
Of the national debt, into execution, which is divided into two parts j 
One relating to that part of the debt held by Britith fubjééts, and the 

ther to that part held by foreigriers P 33). A fketch of ah AG of 

Parliament for this parpofe is then prefented to us; of which the fub- 

ftance is, ift. that “ every proprietor of landed ot perfondl ee 

fhall give up a twelfth part thereof to the ftock-holder, whofhall make 
an equal facrifice of a twelfth part of his ftock” (P. 33). adly. that 
the debt held by foreigners thall be paid off at the prefent price-of the 
flocks, of ¢51. per cent. for gl. per cent. ftock, and ptopoftionally for 
the reft; with a bonus of 11, per cent. on the fterling aitiount paid off. 

The general refalt is, that « the: amount of taxes, which will not be 

watited, and may be inmediately taken off, is TEN midLTons” (Ps 56) 

* The grand, the gloriows motive for carrying this meafure into exe- 

cution immediately, is, that it will blaft gil the expeAations of our 

enemies, donfoand their polities, and fill their heatts with diffhay. It 
will enable us to carry on the war with increafed vigour. It will fix, 
the wavefing refolations of the other powérs in Kuropé, now prott 

and trenibling before the gigantic, but telf éxhaufting, éxertions of 

France ; and, by teaching them, that the onl) tafetyfrom ber planderé 

ing rapacity is in manly refiftance, will unite them with us in a grand’ 

confederacy, to follow up the vigorcus.blows with which we have al- 


gady flaggered, and (hall, with the biefling ot God, foon pull - ~ 
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"the overgrown power of this common enemy to the peace and i- 
: OF enankind,” P. 60. Certainly, whoever fhall wanrthatt ao 
end, by his valour, or by his counfels, will deferve thanks from 
this country, and from the world at latge, in this, and many future ge- 
‘perations, , 


Ant. 38. A Plan for redeeming Two Hundred and Thirty Millions of 
the Three per Cent, Funds, and for improving the public Revenue more 
than Three Millions Three Hundred and Forty-teve Thoufand Pounds a 
Year, without raifirig any new Taxes, and without dimtnifbing the In- 
come any Perfon. By 8. P. a Country Gentleman, 8v0. 39 pp. 
xs. Hiatchard. 1798. ’ 
The ways and means of this Chancellor of the Exchequer in the 

country, are, the fale of the land-tax and crown-lands; the abolition 
of uthes, and ptr gait improvement of land; the fale of tithes be- 
longing to the church, and inveltment of the produce in the three per 
‘cents ; the converfion of leafehold eftates, for lives and years, u 
the church (the main objet of this ruftic budget) into frecholds; 
the like converfion of all copyholds. (pp. 33,.&c.) And all this is 
to be done, without confulting the parties now in full pofleflion of 
thefe re(pectiye forts of property. Every one knows the faying of t 
great geometrician, Give me a fpot to ftand upon, and ri move the 
world, So fays, in effeét, out projeétor: Give me an Act of Paflia- 
nent, and I'll om the property of the Church, and any other pro- 
perty I pleafe. But Parliament certainly does notshink that our re- 
fources are at fo low an ebb as to require this effort. 


Art. 39. The Crimes of ow a 8vo, gs pp 18 Faulder. 
17 e é ‘ 

The title of this traét led us to expeét a recital of the crimes which 
have defolated France, Ireland, and moft of the countries of Europe ; 
of treachery, rapine, murder, meffacre; and the long lift of horrors at 
which humanity has lately thuddered, ‘The title, however, difagrees 
with the work ; and we are happy in being fpared the pain of readin 
fuch a recital ; and in finding, in the room of it, a regular and well 
conducted train of arguments, *‘ to prove that the war was occafioned 
by the ambitious defigns of the enemy ; and -that our fuccefs, in the 
great conteft in which we ate engaged, mutt chiefly depend on ‘our own 
exertions.” P, 1. Of this the nation feems now to be well convinced ; 
that portion of it excepted, fmall, we truft, in proportion, which has 
never ceafed to abet the efforts of the enemy ; and which may be 


known by its infidious clamours for a {peedy peace, to be followed, — 


undoubtedly, by a fpeedy revolution. 


Arr, 40. A Letter to @ Merchant, Member of the Hanfe of Commons, 
ot his publie Declaration, that he foes us Bufine/s BYbops have in Par- 
ligament, By a Layman. 8v0, 45 pp. 1% Belle 1798. 

We do not envy, for his feelings on the occafion, the merchant to 
whom this Letter is addrefled. A more fevere reprehenfionhas fcarcely 
Ss 7 appeared 

ERIT. CRIT. VOL. X1Il. MAY, 1796. 
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appeared fince the days of Junius; but it was richly merited (as.toshe 
individual perfon concerned, whoever he was) by the feolith aud wl. 
gar arrogance of the declaration in queftion. tet, as this was made 
10 a public addrefs to Ins consiituents at a corporation dinner (Dp. 2)y pete 
haps it was not worthy of fo much notice as it has attracted. For, nat 
to fay how poflible it is, that the merchant might be pa/? underttanding 
what he talked, it is well known what pitiful, modes of conciliating 
fayour, orevenof gaining over one leading man, are fometirres refort- 
ed to on fuch oceafions. Probably, fome perfon to whom Bithops, 
and every thing connected with them, were obnoxious, might be in 
the {peaker's eye, when he fo far degraded himfelf. However that 
might be, we think that azy merchant, who fhall read this letrer, wilf 
be careful not fo to commit himfelf in fature. 

We do not agree with ‘ the venerable author of Ancient Metaphy- 
fics, that in England there is more indigence than in any other nation,” 
(p- 7) 5, nor with this letrer-wrirer, about ** a reform in the reprefenta- 
tion of the people,” (p. 8); unlefs he means to fay—fhould, in fucha 
caf, produce a reform, &c. nor on a few other points. But we pro- 
nounce generally (for it would be endlefs to extraét all the gosd things 
in this Letter) that in refpeét of poignant wit, and acute jodgment, 
it has feldom been excelled or equalled. 


e 






Art. 41. A/ferious addrefs to the People of England, on the Subje8 of a 
Reform, and the Necffity of Zeal and Uuanimity in Defence of iheit 
Country. By James Johnfon, Ef 80. 63 pp. 18.60. Long. 
nan. 1798. 


We here meet with an author carrying the colours of * a friend to 
his country,” (p. ¢) but committing, as we conceive, fome pofitive ats 
of holtility againit ic. He thinksthat ‘ it became the wifdom of go- 
vernment, narrowly to watch the progrefs of the French Revolution ; 
and that this duty qwas difarged moft faithfully.” (p.7) OF this opt 
nion are Englifhmen in general, ex¢epring doubrlefs Anglo-Jacobing. 
Why then 1s Our confidence in adminiftration (who have aéted thus 
faithfully) to be fhaken, becaufe their opinions as to refarm have been 
changed within a few years?’ (p. 20) Has not the nasion at large 
been convinced on this fabjeét, by the examples of reform in France 
and other counties? ,Atp, 11, the author is indignant (or forry),that 
reformers Thould be confounded with revolutionifis; but, at p. 15, he 
thinks it ju that they fhould be fo. He deprecates an ‘ immediate 
parliamen ary reform,” (p.14) but he avifbes to see clofe boroughs laid 
open, the number of county members increafed, the right of voting 
regulated, and triennial parliaments,” (pp. 15, 16). "This is fomewhat 
curidus, when, in the preceding page, he had cited an authority t9 
prove, that ‘* annual parliaments were our ancient conftitution.” But 

are thefe reforms difculled at a time when they are pronounced to 

be unfeafonable? (p. 60, &c.) Is this holtility, or it mere inconfitt- 
ency? We very much difapprove of this author’s diftribution of our 
countrymen iuto three clafies; the court, the moderate, and the re- 
publican, (p. 18) “This is exaétly what the moft violent republicans 
with ; a playing off the two firft parties againft each other, wae a 
i 
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gird ison the watch, to avail itfelf of the divifions and the confé- 

at weaknefS of both. Bur, in truth, the warnings which are be- 

our eyes, have caufed moderate men, if they were wile alfo, and 
even the wifett among the republicans (few perhaps in number) to at- 
tach themfelves to the crown, by affociating (we hope with pure in- 
tention) in the defence of the kingdom ; becavfe neither dothe tdrner 
require fuch reforms, nor the latter fuch a republic, as are exhibiied by 
Frenchmen in their own country, and in every other which their treae 
chery and violence have fubdued, 

Mr, J. next proceeds to attack our ecclefiaftical eftablifhment. Af. 
ter fome trite obfervations on the inequality of preterments, he afks, 
whether ** the intention of the legiflature (to increafe the ftipends of 
curaies) has been fulfilled by the Bithops in a fret inflance ?” &C. &Ge 
(p. 24). Again: ** Irgrieves me much, to ob‘erve the great illiberality 
which is every where vilible in the allowance of the beneficed clergy 
to their curates.’( (p. 25) When an author ventures to put his name 
(if, in this inftance, it be not merely an aflumed name) to fuch fweep- 
ing calumnies, as thefe ; and when he affirms, that ‘a little, very lit. 
tle public virtue remains,” what can we do, but fhut his book with 
difyult, in defpite of fome wholefome and ferious advice contained in 
it? 


MISCELLANIES. 


Arr. 42. Memoirs of the Life of Simon, Lord Lovat, written by him 
Self, in the French Language ; and now firjt tranflated from the origi- 
wal Manufeript. $vo. 8s. Nicol. 1797., 


Of Simon, Lord Lovat, little is, now memorable, except that he 
was beheaded at the age of eighty, and that he paft throagh the cir- 
cumftances of his trial and execuyon with fingular intrepidity and une 
concern, It is agreed by hiftorians that he had been falfe to both par- 
ties, and, ftudious only of his own intereit, had Jatterly exerted all the 
aris of low cunning to appear an open enemy to the rebellion, while he 
gave it fecret affiftance. Smollet mentions, in vety pofitive terms, the 


.Fape faid to be committed by him upon the fitter of Lord Tullibardin, 


From this charge he has taken great pains to exculpare himfelf in thefe 
Memoirs; what degree ‘of credit is to be aitached to his -affertions, 
it may be d fficult to determine. But even his own teitimony will 
abundantly confirms the account of the ficklenefs of his politics, It 
may reafonably be doubted, whether the incidents contained in this 
volume, or the perfon who is the fubje of it, be of fufficient confe- 
quence to reward the reader for the perufal of a book, neither recom. 
mended by the ftyle, sor interfperfed with entertaining or original 
anecdotes; which might reafonably have been expected from a writer 


-fo long refident at the Court of St. Germains, at fuch an eventful and 


interelting period, ‘The profeffed intent of the work is to excu 

its author from the crime of rebellion, which is smpoffible ; to exale 

the characters of thofe who befriended him,’ by the moft unbounded 

praife; and to blacken thofe who perfecuted him, with the moft un- 
Siz limited 
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limited cenfure. The following extract will jaftify the latter pate of 
this account, and at the fame time give a g¢neral idea of the Memoin» 
as to intelligence, entertainment, and language. 

** It was not, however, till after Lord Lovat’s arrival in France, 
(upon his return froth Scotland, where he had been to afcertain the 
ftate of the country) that he knew himfelf to have been betrayed by 
his coufin- german, Campbell of Glendatticl. ‘Fhis unnatural mon. 
fter, this perfidious traitor, this execrable villain, conceived and Cate 
ried into action the barbatous defign, in fpite of their relationthip and 
intimate friend fhip, in fpite of the unbounded confidence Lord Loud 
had placed in him, of accomplifhing the éatire ruin of that nobleman, 
in the Courts both of England and France. The infamous idea of 
Gleadariel found harbour in his avaficious foul, firl, in order that he 
thight turn to his own ufe eight fine horfes that Lord Lovat had left in 
his care, together with four military trunks, filled with various articles 
of dref, gold and filver plate, and with a variety of jewels, to thé 
value of 3001. which the villain took poffeflion of upon his return 6 
London. ‘The other part of the monttet’s idea was aé black asthe 
formet; which was, to obtain 4 company of volunteers ftom Camp: 
bell of Finlac, who was his coufin and his captain (but a friend to 
Lotd Lovat) by puttifig him in the power of Lord Athol, who washis 
bitter enemy.” 

After mentioning that thete is a curious and entertaining anecdote 
of a Mr, Frafer, at the Court of the Duke of Lorraine, we fhall cof 
our account, having allotted to it as much {pace as the work can pro» 
perly demand, 


Ant. 43. Propofals for forming, by Subjcription, in the Metropolis of 
the Britifh Empire, a Public Inflitution for diffufing the Knowledge; 
and facilitating the general Introdufion of ufefal mechanical Inventions 
and Improvements, and for teaching, by Courfes of Philofopbical Le&utes 
and Experiments, the Application of Science to the cotkman Purpofes if 
Lift. By Benjamin Count hers ord, FL RLS. MR. 1. A. Se. 
8vo. sopp. 6d. Cadell and Davies. 1799; 


Supported as this undertaking already is, by a very confiderable ps- 

t onage, and fanctioned by the names of many among thofe who are beft 
qualified to judge of its utility, there gan be little neceflity for usto ex- 
tiate in its praife. In the lifts publifhed by the managers, we fee not 
efs than 133 perfons who ftand as proprietors, being fubferibers of 56 
guineas; upwatds of fixty who are fubfcribers for life, ev ie Buze 
10 guineas each; and many who are enrolled as annual fubfcribers at 
two guineas. The names of the managers alone are fufficient teftimony 
in favour of the defign. They ftand in this order: Mamagers for thre 
years, Earl Spencer ; Count Rumford; the Chamberlain of. London. 
For two years, the Earlof Egremont ; Sir Jofeph Banks; R. J. Sulli- 
van, Kfg. For one year, Eatl of Morton; the Right Hon. Thomas 
Pelham; Sir John Cox Hippifley. In the Committee of Viftors, we 
fee the Duke of Bridgwater, the Bithop of Durham, Lord Befborough, 
and other very entinent perfons, well known for their zeal in fupport 
ing every ufetul and patriotic undertaking, 
Whoever 
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Whoever has confidered the tendency of the periodical trafts pub- 
fithed by Count Rumford, and the diligence manifefted in them, to im 
ve the general comforts and conveniences of fife, will readily come 


rehend the defign of this inftitution. Its obje€t is to encourageévery 


invention likely to befubfervient to public utility, and to facilitate the 
introduction of them into general ufe, Lectures will be given on the 
moft ufeful branches of fcience, for which parpofe fome eminent men 
have already offered their affitance. ‘There will be a laboratory for 
experiments, models of machines, and other accommodations for {ci- 
entific information. Perhaps we may fay, not improperly, that a lau- 
dable defire to keep pace, at leaft, with the French, in all the ufeful pore 


pofes of their National Inftitute, has been one great motive to the un- 
dertaking. 


Ant. 44. Am Account of the Inflitutign of the Society for the Efablip- 
a a Literary Fund ; Coben of the Society 5 Tranfattions of 
the Committee in the Application of Subjcriptions ; Lift of Subjcribers 3 
Cafo Accompt of the Fund; and Reems of Anniverfaries, Se. fram 
1794 10 1798. 8yo. 96 pp. Printed by Order of the Society, 
by John Nichols, one of theig Regiftrars, 1799. 


We have mentioned this report, at one or two preceding periods of 
its appearance, for the fake of recommending the benevolent purpofes 
of the inftitution. We fee with pleafure that, with the efual forcune 
of benevolent defigns in this country, it is rapidly increafing in re- 
fources and confequence, It is very fatisfactory to know alfo refpedt- 
ing fuch a fociety, that it is €onduéted with attention and judgment ; 
that proper objects are feleCigd for affiftance; and that no encourage- 
ment is given to the abufes of Literature. From its nateral connec- 
tion with the Mufes, this fociety has always thought it allowable to 
have verfes, written for the occafion, read or recited at the anniverfary 
dinner. This diverfifies the entertainment, and probably angments the 
enthufiafm of the hearers, ‘he poets of the prefent year were ‘Mr, 
Pye, Mr. Fitzgerald, and Mr, Bofcawen ; in whofe produdtions there 
is muth to commend, ree 


ART. 45. A Propofal for refloring the ancient Conftitution of the Mint, 
jo far as relates to the Expence of Coinage: together with the Outline 
of a Plan for the Improvement of the Money, and for ineve the 
Difficulty of counterfeiting. By the Rev. Rogers Ruding, B.D, Vicar 
of Maldon, in Surrey, $vo. 40 pp. 18, 6d. Sewell, White, de. 
1799 . | 
This is a well-executed publication, on a new, important, and ufefu 


* fabjeét ; to which we are happy to find that a man of competent abi- 


lities has at length turped his attentidn. We cannot beter apprife our 
readers of its nature, than by borrowing ‘he aythor’s own words, in 
bis modeft and fenfible Introdu@ion. ‘* Whilft other nptions have 
derived confiderable advantage from their mints, Great Britain has, 
for nearly a century and an half, coined at a great and regular expence, 
and has given with il]-judged, though doubtlefs well-intended poker, 
that profit to individuals, which might, with more propriety, have been 
appucd to the public fervice. 
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‘* The late appointment of a committee of the Privy-Councif te 
take into confideration the ftate of the coins, and the prefent eftablith. 
ment and conftiturion of the minr, together with the Act (39 Geo, iti, 
cap. 59) which followed that appointment, fufpending fora time the 
coinage of filver, afford well-grounded expectations that the pfefent 
mode of coinage will be abolithed ; fo far as may be poflible without 
detriment to the public, and fome other adopted, which, inftead of 
being burthenfome, may be profitable to the ftate. But by what means 
this moft defirable end is propofed to be effected, whiether by the re. 
impofition of a feignorage, diminifhing the weight of pieces, or in. 
creafing the alloy, the public has not yet been informed. 

<«* Jn this itate of uncertainty refpeting the nature of the intended 
plan, the queftion is no doubt fairly open to public inveftigation; and 
therefore the writer of this little tra€t has prefumed to offer his thoughts 
on the fubje@. As, from his ftation in life, he can be no farther in. 
terefted in the queftion than any other individual in the fame circum. 
ftances, he trufts that his fuggeftions will be received with indulgence 
and candour. His obfervations will be chiefly direéted to the coi 
of filver, though many of them will be equally applicable to gold and 
copper money lixewife. ‘They are the vefale of invefligations into the 


ancient hiftory of the mints of this kingdom, which have long formed 

the amufement of his leifure hours, and which he hopes, at no very 

diftant period, to be able to lay before the public.” : 
The firft ten or twelve pages of this pamublet defcribe the ancient 


principles and manner of coining money, tracing the hiftory of our 
coinage, though concifely yet clearly, from the remoteft periods down 
to the prefent times: the refult of which ts, that, asin many other in 
ftances, aiming at improvement, we bave put up with innovation, lt 
would feem too, that, in thisintiance alfo, the Crown has been induced 
to depart from and relinquifh the ancient prattice, in deference to the 
public opinion, though demoniirably to the detriment of the public. 
Ouor public reguiations and infti uGons of various kinds, now formed as 
they happily er , into_a conneéied and confiflent whole, no doubt are 
admirable ; ftill fome remain that appear firkingly def Give in wifdom, 
when viewed and examined in the derail. Among thefe the want of 
care and judgment in the management of ovr coinage, appears to have 
been pre-eminent, Towards the clole of his tra¢t, the author gives 
his prvien on che Randard of finenefs neceffary Co be fixed in anew 
‘coinage, on the weight, the form, and the means of rendering the 
eountericiting the coin’more difficult, and, on this laft topic, his opimion 
is, that ‘* ‘uperiority of execution alone can protect our movey irom 
being counterteited and debafec.”’ 
jri with much pleafure we learn, from his Introduction, that ** the 
ancient hiftory of the mints of this kingdom,” is likely to be fo foon 
brought forward, by a p rfon who appears to be fo eminently well 
qualified to do it juftice; and we cann:t but rély, that the communt 
cation of any further unpablifhed materials to which ‘he has not ye 
had accefs, but which he here fo modeltly folicits, will not be with 
held. 
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Anr. 46. The Deportment of a married Life: laid dewmn inva Series 
Letterss Written by the Honourable E TF . Dedicated te 
the Counte/s of Deriy. Second Edition, 80, 45 Mafon. 1798. 


No. doties afford greater {cope for inffruftion, than thofe of mar- 
riage; nor can any time more demand it than the prefent, in which we 
fee them violated more openly, and more fcandaloufly, than at any 
former period. But the merit of the work before us is neither pros 

srtioned to the importance of the fubje&t, or the expectation tailed 
Cihe notice Of a fecond edition. ‘It is, however, dedicated to the 
Countefs of Derby, and avowedly written by an Honourable, which 
circumftances may, together, account for its circulation. ‘The firft 
four or five letters of the work may claim fome praife; but afterwards 
with repetitions of ** my dear,” and ** child,” with inelegance of lan- 
puage, and an enerva‘ed ftyle, our patieuce was foon exhautfted ; and, 
when at length we clofed the book, we could not but lament the dif- 
ference between Dr. Gregory's Advice, Mrs. Pennington’s Letters, 
and thofe of the Hon. E—— ] 4 


Arr. 47. Supplement to the Progrefs of Satire, containing Remarks on 
. the Purfuér of Literature’s D. fence. 8vo, 4 pp» 15. 6d. Bell, 

Oxford. Sireet. 15.99. 

This author feems determined not to quit his antagonift, while any 
ground for attack remains; and, being undoubtedly right as. to fome 
poin's in difpute, takes care not to lole his advantage. On the long 
and elaborate reply to the Progrefs of Satire, prefixed to the traafla. 
tion of the citations, he obferves with a degree of triumph: “ I can- 
not, however, help remarking, and with fome degree of fatistaction, 
that this gentleman at length manifeftly isin the trate of mind which 
he has taken fo much pains to excite in others. He is fufficiently pre- 
yoked to gratify the utmott defire of his antagonifts ; for, not to men- 
tion that fcurriliry is the furelt proof of anger, what can the public 
think of a laboured anfwer of fixty pazes to a pamphlet of little more 
than thirty ? Or will any man of fenfe believe that the writer can fred 
that contempt which he is pleafed to exprefs? unlefs, indeed, fuch con- 
tempt may be inferred from the degree of taleut difplayed in his an- 
fwer.” P. 3. 

‘This critic appears to us particularly fuccefsful in bis defence of the 
fupport given to the emigrant clergy, and his reprehenfion of the cer- 
tainly unfair attack upon a venerable exile, for the cait of his counte- 
tance, as given in a print. Several o-her topics are alfo well hand- 
led ; and, among them, that of anonymous fatire diretted againgt per- 
fons by name (p. 7). . Thetitle of Pur/uer of Literature given by this 
writer to his antagonift, is clearly better hit off than that of Progr f- 
fonifs employed by the other, Bur can the public cariofiry fish be 
awake to the difpute ? We fhould doubt it. 


Ant. 48, T boughts on Ebcution. 8v0. 
1798. 

4 very ingenious and elegant dialogne, which may be read with 
advantage by all whofe ftations require them to {peak in public, and 
priucipally by the clergy. One or two quotations will be fufficient 

(we 
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(we think) to récommeénd this treatife to our readers :—** Whattk 
have now in view, permit me, Adolphus, to call. mental Specch; but, 
a; you may not immediately apprehend what I mean by that phrafe, 
allow me to explain. | : 

‘* Every fkilful reader, continued Rofus, knows, that by a flight 


perufal of the verfe, the paragraph, or the page he is going to read, how 
eafy it is for him to run over every fy able in his own mind, before 
he pronounces to his friends what he has thus rapidly read to himfelf; 
a in the very act of reading to them, he always takes cate to have, 
in his own perception, a few words in advance. Now, if this may 
be done when we read the works of other men, fomething like it 
may, and fhould be done, when we deliver our own fentiments, if. 
we intend to pronounce them in a pleafing manner.—The fecret opera- 
tions of our minds are wonderful; and were public fpeakers more 
aware of this than fome of them are, and knew how much they 

ight avail themfelves of thofe pereanene in {peaking, unobferved by 
their hearers, they would lay afide their ill-dire€ted efforts to gain at. 
tention, and adopt a more affecting mode of delivery, 

«« But, faid Adolphus, would you have thefe fecret energies ex. 
erted in public only, or alfo in private?—In both, replied Rufus: 
I will, however, firft fay what may be done in private. 

“« Suppofe, continued Rufus, fome man of ability knew that he was 
foon expected to fpeak on an _—s fubjeet, before a feleR or 
mixed affembly ; he would, I apprehend, confider how’he might bett 


acquit himfelf on fuch an occafion. Suppofe, Adolphus, that being 
alone for that puqpofe, he imagines the hour arrived, the place at 


hand, and the company prefent. Suppofe, that under the influence of 
thefe imaginations; he ruminates at large on what he intends to fay. 
Suppofe he does more than this; that, having put his beit thoughts in 
a proper train, he feems to rife up gracefully before his audience, 
and, without uttering a word, or Once moving either his lips or his 
congue, he goes through his intended fpeech, with every charm of 
diction he ts able to exprefs. Suppofey for inftance, that, in the 
energies of his own mind, he is loud and low, grave and _plea- 
fant, tapid and gentle, calm, earneft, doubtful, and confident, juft 
as he thinks he fhould be when aétually engaged, avoiding every 
vicious extreme; let al) this be fuppofed, and r contend, that fuch an 
exercife would be of confiderable advantage to fuch a fludent.” 
Pp. 8, 9, 10.—* He that fpeaks well, mutt not only have a correct 
and comprehenfive view of the fubje€t, bat acquire a very hiPh dee 
gree of felf-poffeffion ; nor do I know of any thing more likely to 
produce it, than that kind of mental fpeech which I have recom- 
mended to your notice.” P, 14. The mode of producing this men- 
tal fpeech in public, (pp..15, 16,) is rather fanciful than practicable ; 
but the whole traét is very deferving of attenticn; and fo is the Ap- 

ndix, containing the laft chapter of a book on Chtiftian Eloquence, 
in Theory and. Pratice, publifhed at Lyons by W, Gilbert, 1715, 
and tranilated by Mr, D’Oyley, 1718, 
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FRANCE. 


Ant. 49. Entretiens d’un pore avec fes enfans, fur I'biftcive naturelle, ove 

- nes de quatre cents figures. Ouvrage élémentaire, pu lid et mis en ordre, 
par J. F. Dubroca, ancien Profeffeur; 5 vol. in t2zmo, Paris ; prix 
12 liv, et 3 liv. papier vélin. 


¢¢ Ces entretiens,” fays the editor, ** font l’ouvrage d’un pére de 
famille arraché 4 l'éducation de fes enfans par le torrent dévaftateur 
de l'anarchie, et plongé, avec tant d’autres inaocentes victimes, dans 
un des cachots élevés pour affurer le triomphe du crime par l'impuif- 
fance de Ia vertu. Sate 

** Infenfible au fort qui l’attendoit, ce pere, au milicu de fes fers, 
ne for.geoit qu’a fes enfans; défefperant d'exécuter lui-méme le pro. 
jet qui'l avoit concu de les initier dans I'hiftoire de la nature, il réfolut 
d’en compofer un cours, afin de le leur adreffer avant {a mort comme 
un dernier de fa tendrefle, | 
- © Unvouvrage, traduit de l'allemand, for |hiftoire-naturelle, qui ve. 
noit d’étre imprimé en Hollande, lui fervit de modéle: il travailla 
fans relaehe & l’exéecution de fon projet, en écartant de fon plan tour 
ce qu'il ¥ dvdit de diffus et d'inutile dans le livre qui’l avoit ‘choi 
pour guide, eten fondant tout ce qu’il y avoit de bon, avec ce qu'il 
avoit recueilli des meilleurs auteurs fur cette partie fi intéreflante de 
Vinitruétion publique. ) 

«* La'mort qui planoit tous les jours autour de lui, fembloit refpecter 
fa vertu, et les occupations parlefqueties il cherchoit a fa dow. 
I Frante, eashiv Ae tibonieas wis fuaile:-Qualean foun eons 
la France, le rendit a la liberté et @ fa famille. a 
fon retour, il unnonga & fes enfans le travail qu’il Sob ads pene ao 
captivité : cet exces de tendreffe excita autant leur reconnosffance que 
leur curiofiré, Le’ prix bar leur pére avoit mis A cette partie de leur 
éducation pendant qa’ilétoit dans les fers, wu leur défir des'in- 
ftruire ; ‘its le prefldrent de commencer fea entretiens, & quoi le pére ac 
quiefca, en leur donnant fa promefie pour te dendemain, 

The firtt of thefe’ eitreriens reyards the Theorv of the Earth, which 
the aathor explains after the fyftemy of » He obferves, however, 
that there exift on the formation of: the earth, and on the ceufes‘of the 
changes which it reader Ca as many fyftetas, as there have 
been ethiient writers On yfics, or able Natu They all pre- 
fent infarmountable difficulties; and in the conten of watare 
we are furtounded with little‘more than with conjectures and proba. 
bilities, which, while they imprefs us with a confcioufnels of ‘our own 
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weaknefs, muft continually furnith us with new motives for acknowe 
ledging and adoring the infinite power of the Creator. 

The mineral kingdom, waters, earths, {tones, falts, bitumens, femi- 
metals, foffil fubftances, form the fubjects of the following parts. 

in entering on the vegetable kingdom, Mr. D. explains. the diffes 
rent phenomena of vegetation, He then confiders vegetables as, 
1. flours, or ornamental plants ; 2. as botanical, or medical piants; 
3+ a8 plantes potagéres; 4. as fruit-trees; 5. as timber-trees; and, 6, 
as Cereal plants. 

The following paffage, taken from the introdu€tion to this part of 
the natural hiflory, will ferve to give fome idea of the general ftyle of 
the work, : 

** L’étude du régne végétal eft celle qui préfente Te plus d’intérée 
a l’Ame fenfible: ailleurs des phénoménes effrayans et deftruteurs peu- 
vent Paffliger; mais ici tout s’offre a fes regards fous un afpect confo- 
Jant et tranquille. Dans l’immeafe variéré des plantes qui deviennent 
Fobjet de fon obfervation, il ne voit que des étres bienfaifans ; il peut 
fe promener dans cette vafte carriére, comme un ami fe proméne an 
milieu des confidens de fon cceur; l’étude des végéraux eft pour lui 
fans aucun danger : il peut les approcher avec confiance, fans redouter, 
comme dans l’obfervation des autres régnes de la nature, ni les feux 
des volcans, ni la dent féroce des animaux fauvages : l’un lui offre 
Vafile de fes rameaux, a l’ombre defquels 1 peut entrer en communica. 
tion avec les merveilles les plus intimes qu'il renferme ; Hautre le nour- 
rit ov le defaliere en developpant a fes yeux les prodiges de fon exit. 
ence: ici l’air qu’il refpire eft embaumé par les fleurs dont i] contem- 
os le raviffant eclat ; 14, fon Ame s’ouvre a la plus douce Emotion, a 

'afpect des fruits qui lui offrent avec de notveaux bienfaits, une nous 
velle fource d’obfervations curieufes. Sous la fombre vofite des foréts, 
ot le chéne orgueilleux éléve fa cime jufqu’aux nues, et femble I’acca- 
bler du poids de fa fupériorité, comme dans la plaine od tout rampe a 
fes pieds, il peut interroger avec confiance la nature, et fonder fes fecrets 
les plus intimes: tout e& délaffement et plaifir dans l’@rude de la végé 
tation. Oh! combien de fois, mes chers enfans, en éprouvant la bar- 
barie et la mechancete des hommes, ry dans les fers, et éloigné de 
vous, j'ai défiré me retrouver avec ‘es euls amis de I’humanite, avec 
ces plantes et ces foréts, qui toujours d’aceord avec les vues du créa- 
teut, ne favent que répandre des bienfaits et donner des confolations 
av malheur!” 

In {peaking of each plant, the author does not forget to point out the 
place of its yrowth, and the ufes to which it is applied. The flowers, 
as may be expected, fometimes furnifh him with matter for very agree 
able defcriptions. Such is that of the Rofe. . 

« Approchez de ce refer,” fays the father to his children, ‘* c’eft 
ha plus belle des Heurs qui s’offre & vos regards. Autour d’elle s’exhale 
un parfum dont lair elt embaumeé; fon afpect rappelle les idées les plus 
touchantes; ceft la fleur que le fils empreife choifit, pour préfenter un 
bouyue: a fon pére le jour de fa fete; c’eft elle qui couronne le. front 
de Lannecence, lorfque des mains vertueu fes offrent un prix a la modette 
pudenr: quand hymen ferre les nceuded’un tendre amour, c’eft fous 
Jembléme d’une guirlande de rofes qu'un pei les douceurs de ce lien . 











ll s . ~~ s 


Foretcn Catatocue. France. 57% 


14 rofe eft la premigre penf€e de ce lui qui veut tracer Vimage de la 
beauté; elle fe place dans tout ce qui eit plaifir et bonheur; elle ne 
f{emble exiftet que pour fe méler aux plus douces affections de I"huma- 
pité, et y ajouter un charme nouveau. 

‘© O mes entans! ouiile votre coeur reflembler toujours a la rofe! 

lés vents ont beau fouffler, ils ne peuvent lui eolever fon doux parfum; 
et ce parfum fait encore chérir la rofe, quand les teux ardens du foleil 
ont flécri fa tige.”’ 
‘ Nor does 2 animal kingdom exhibit piftures lefs interefling, 
Having given an account of the hiftory of man, and of the varieties 
of the human fpecies, chiefly according to the principles of Buffow, 
Mr. D. proceeds to defcribe fucceffively 3 viviparous and oviparous 
animals, treating only of the moft remarkable, and fuch as are generally 
known, Ejpr. des Journ. 


Art. 50. Voyage pittorefque de la Syrie, Phénicie, Palefiine, ei 
Egypte: ouvrage orné de 330 cftampes des meilleurs maitres, et diftri 
en 3 volumes,.grand in fil. popier velin. Paris et Strafburg. The 
Price of each Volume 30 liv. 


Some artifts and learned men, who had accompanied Choi/eul- Gouffer 
in his voyage to Greece, purfued their journey, according to his in- 
ftruétions, fil further towards the eatt and fourth, and made the valua- 
ble colleAion of difcoveries and obfervations which they have been 
encouraged to lay, by fubfeription, in monthly /ivraifons, Containin 
each fix plates, together with th: texr, before the publie, and of whic 
we believe one number only has yet appeared. 

OF the Voyage pittore/que d’Iftrie et de Dalmatie, \ikewife in lar 
folio, and intended as a fequel to the above work, three cabiers have a 
ready been publifhed. Journ, gén. de la litérat. de France. 


Art. 51. Effai fur l’hiftoire géographique, politique et naturelle de 
royaume de Sardaigne, Fe Dominique Alber: Azuni, membre de 
plufieurs académies. Paris, 1798. 


Sardinia, which has hitherto been little known, will be fufficiently 
fo by thofe who fhall read the work which we here announce, the author 
of which appears himfelf to be a native of that country. 

According to an eftimate: made in 1788, Sardinia has ftill neag 
500,000 inhabitants. It would, under proper re agin: contain 
3,000,000; nor would this proportion exceed the population of 
Piedmont. 3 

Sardinia is one of the largett and moft fertile iflands of the Medi- 
terranean. Situated, in the centre of this fea, between the two t 
continents of Europe and Africa, with twelve ports, fome of ¢ 
very beautiful, and of which one, in particular, that of Cagliari, is 
confidered to be one of the fafeft in Europe, it invites, as it were, 
agriculture, commerce, and induftry. Its extent is 176 Italian miles 
in length, by 190 in breadth ; its fuperficies about 11, 500 fquares 

miles, of 115 to the degree. Paufanias, Strabo, Diodorus Siculus, fpeak 
in high terms of its population, its festility, and its riches, 
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The Romans feized on it from Carthage, and made it one of the 
gtanaries of Rome, Scipio, Pompey, Cafar, &c. derived great fup. 
ei from it. To bring it under fubjection, the Confuls Spurius and 

itus Manlius Torquatus, Manius Praiestnton. and ‘Titus Manlius, 
deftroyed by their arms 150,000 Sardinians in the {pace of fixty years, 
tt was, notwithftanding, at a period fudfequent to all thefe loffes, that 
Polybius boafted of its numerous population, as alfo of the excellence 
of itsfruits. Thetraét which we have before us, contains an abridged 
fummary of the different changes which it has undergone. e 

But the details of a ftatiftical kind, and thofe which retate to natu. 
sal hiflory, are ftill more interefting. Notwithftanding the iniuffi- 
ciency of the population, and the various impediments to agriculture 
and indaftsy, the author informs us, ‘that the annual exportation of 
corn may be valued at 150,000 eféraux, oF 300,000 émincs, mealure 
of Piedmont; and thar it has often rifen to 600,000 féraux, exclue 
fively of what is employed in different paftes, which form a .confider- 
able article of commerce, The extent of arable land was, in 1767, 
423>358 eféraxx; at prefent, it is ¢ftimated at 484,686. They reckon 
in Sardinia 60,660 agricultors. 

There are likewife exported annually, according to this author, from 
20 to 30,000 ¢f¢raux of barley, beans, kidney-beans, &c. 

The ifland produces wine and oil, the quality of which is highly 
extolled. The town of Saffati only exported, in 1795, 16,000 barrels 
of oil, The fruits which chiefly abound herve are grapes, figs, oranges, 
cherries, apples, pears, and chefnu's, , 

Within thefe few years, cotton has hikewife been cultivated in this 
ifland, and would certainly be very productive, if more hands could 
we employed. It appears from recent experimenjs, that the cotton of 
Malta fucceeds there wonderfully, that of Siam retains its natura} 
whitenefs and perfetion ; that of Nankin would have the fame fuccefs, 
and that of the Havannah would be extraordinarily productive. : 

It is likewife believed that fugar and coffe would fucceed in Sar- 
dinia.’ The experiment has indeed been made at Milis and Cagliari. 
The fugar-canes came to their perfect maturity, The coffeé remained 
dail, and produced a few grains only ; but the procedure which this 
plantation requires, had not been exactly obferved. The malberry- 
tree, hemp, kali, and tobacco, are productions too of this foil, which 
poilefits alfo its forefts, rivers, mountains, marbles, granites, and por- 
@byrics. The beautiful columns of granite which adorn theinfide of 
whereelebrated baptiftery at Pifa, were brought from Sardinia, as w 
93 the two columns of porphyry, which are to be feen in the facade o 
that at Florence, on the fide towards the cathedral. 

There arc no wolves, nor other ferocious animals, in Sardinia. Ac- 
werding to a ftatement drawn up in 1771, the number of oxen, cows, 
and a des then exifting in the ifle, was 354,160. That of fwine, 
berds, exclufively of thofe kept by individuals, was 152,471. ‘The 
fame ftatement eftimates the number of fheep at 911,752, "aad that of 
oats at 420,748. ; 

In Savdinia there are found three fpecies of horfes, one of which ts 
sxery beautitul. Nianereen hotfes fent from ‘this country to the King 
OF Spain, Philip 111, were much admired at Madsid ; and, among the 
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prefents made by the King of Sardinia to the King of Portugal, ia 


1740, ten horfes were confidered as particularly valuable. 

‘The ancients worked fevetral mines, of which, however, the mo- 
ferns have not much availed themfelves. There are here mines of 
filver, the proportions of which have been afcertained ; but the 
richeft are thofe of irori and lead. Mercury and pyrites are, likewilé 
found here. ; 

The maritime: productions, more efpecially, might become a rich 
branch of commerce to Sardinia. Even in their prefent ftate, their 
falt and fitheries are very profitable articles. 

Some merchartrs of Marfeilles offered, in 1792, for the exclufive 
right of the coral fifhety, in the feas of Sardinia, to keep up the num- 
ber of 500 veffels for that purpofe during the feafon, paying for cack 
35 Sardinian livres, which would amount to 17000 francs a year; and 
to advance a fum of 14000 francs for the firft five yeats of the term, 
which was to be for so years. 

A ftaternent of the expotts of Sardinia, copied from the public re- 
gifter of 1790, gives the following refult, in money of Piedmont : 


Corn ~~ -- a -- 6,052,445 dv: 
Ditto, in paftes of different kinds -~ 46,000 
Barley, &c. — | --- — 50,000 
Cheefe — _- — — 1,000,000 
Fith — — — | 500,000 
Salt — ns — ~— 260,000 
Tobacco, raw hides, leather, and horns — 400,000 
Kali — — — — 60,000 
Wines, bifcuit, fale provifions, oxen, fheep, and oil 300,006 
Profits from the coral fifhery — — 20,000 
Galéne _ —_ — — 50,000 





Total = - 8,738,445 les 
Speftatenr da Nord. 


Art. 52. Voyage 4 la Guyane et a la Cayenne, fait en 1789, et années 
Juivantes, par LL.M. B, Armateur, ouvrage orné de cartes et gravures. 
1 Vol. 8vo. 4 


This work contains a géographical deftription of thefe countries ; 
the hiftoty of their difcovery, with an account of the pofleflions and 
eftablifhments of the Frenchy the Dutch, the Spaniards, and the Por- 
tuguele, in this immenfe country ; remarks on the clinvate, the produc- 
tiens of the earth, the animals, and the names of the rivets ; thofe 
of the different favage nations, their cuftoms, and the moft advanta- 
grows manner of traficking with them; obfervatiohs onthe pact of 

ayenne ; on the diflances of the principal places, and the winds. 
which prevail on the coaft of Guiana, The whole is terminated by a 
vocabulary, French and Galibi. bid. 
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Art. 53. Nonvelle mécanique des mouvements de Ubomme et des anis 
maux, par |. Barthez, membre de plufieurs Académies, ci-devant Chana 
celier de Univerfite de Médicine de Montpellier, &c. Paris. 1798. 


The fubjett of this work, and the naine of its author, are alike cal- | 
culated to excite the attention of the public. They will have been 
enabled to form fome idea of his literary qualifications, from the dif. 
ferent produCtions of his which have before appeared, and more efpe- 
cially from his Nowveaux Elémenrs de la Science de 'bomme; a work, 
which thofe who afpire to a knowledge of human nature, ought un- 
queftionably to ttudy. Ibid. 


GERMANY. 


Arr. 54. Flora Europea inchoata @ Jo. Jac. Romer, Med. et Chirurg, 
Doftore, Sew Fafciculas 1, Ill. Niicnberg, 1797-98. 8vo, 
(Pr. 2 Rixd. 12 gr.) 


We have now fo many Floras of particular countries, that a general 
European one, to which hereafter a few additions might, from time to 
time, be made, would undoubtedly be very accep:able to the botanical 
ftudent ; and as Dr. 2. is generally acknowledged to be eminently qua- 
lified for the undertaking, it is only to be regretted, on account of the 
extenfive nature of the work, that, inftead of thirty-fix, we are not 

romifed an hundred plates in the year. 

In the firft of thefe Fa/cien/i, are reprefented and defcribed, with 
occafional obfervations, the So/danella alpina. Whether the Soldanella 
minor be really different from it, is left to further inveftigation. Cen. 
taurca cefpitofa; its relation to the C. fonchifolia afcertained. Trientalis 
Europea ; the author accounts for the fatisfattion which Linneus re- 
ceived from this plant ( Flor. lapp.) from the circumftance of its being 
the only one in that country, belonging to the feventh clafs of the 
Sexual Syftem. Dianthus deltoides. Campanula hederacea. Hypericum 
elodes. Cypripedium bulbofum, a very tare plant, atier Swuth: as alfo 
the Sapanaria lutea. 

Fatcicolus Il, Epimedium alpinum ; the defcription not fufficiently 
accurate. Agaricus decipiens. Juncus filiformis. Holoft.um umbellatum. 
Opbrys Lézelii, Retzius imagines that Dr. R. muft have been miftaken, 
when he gives both the O. Lévelii, and the American O, Jilii folia, in 
the Flora Scandinavica. Ophrys shonerchis. Sagittaria fagittefilia. 
Lathyrus Niffolia. | 

Fafciculus ILL, Alyfem fixnatum. Cortufa Matthieli. Lycoperdon 
phalloid-s, after Smith. Malaxis Par (Ophrys paludofa Z.) with 
the obfervations of Ehrhardt, Valeriana fupina, as defcribed by Walf. 
Vicia lathyroides, Campanala Carpatbica, compared with C- grandiflora. 
Cucubalus otztes. Jena ALZ. 
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Art. 55. Vollflandige griechifche Grammattit fir Schulen und Gymna- 


Letty von A. F. Bernhardi, Subrefor an dem Friedrichs werderfchen 
Gymnafium zu Berlin.—Complete Greek Grammar for Schoalt and Aca- 
demies, by A. F. Bernhardi, &c. Betlm. 366 pp, 8vo. 


This Grammar is formed on the fame principles with that of the 
Latin language, publithed by the faine author two years ago, and is cer- 
tainly very well adapted to the purpofe of firit inttruction in {chools. 
Mr. 8. has, indeed, availed himfell of the improvements made by his 
predeceffurs, particularly in regard to the Greek verb, but not without 
adding feveral of his own, On oar tal the conjugation of the 
Greek verb, he deduces its termination with Hafe and others, from 
thofe of the verb eas; which idea, were it even more probable than it 
is, would perhaps c nduce but little, if at all, co facilitate the acquiii- 
tion of the language to beginners; efpecially as many new tenfes of 
the verb emus muit be formed, according to the analegy, exprefsly for 
this purpofe, which at prefent have no exiftence. On the fubject of 
the iniddle verb, he does not agree with Trendelenburg. He allows, 
inteed that, according FOIE hgnification only, and not the forma- 
tion, the middle may be regarded as a particular torm of the verb; aud 
that it fhould, therefore, coniticute a diftin& conjugation. We do not, 
however, fee the juftnefs of the conclufion; but think that the bufi- 
nefs of conjugation wou'd be greatly fimplified, and rendered much 
more eafy to beginners, if the tenfes of the middle verb were divided 
between the active and paffive voices, to which, in regard to their for- 
mation, they undoubtedly belong ; and the attention of the learner 
directed to their reciprocal Gretlication only. Lbid. 


Art. 56. Die Srey Johannis, iberferxzt und erkldrt van Samuel 
Gottlieb Lange, Profejir za Fena. Dritter Theil—The Writings of 
St. John, tranflated and illuftrated by S. G. Lange, Profeffar at ; a 
Vol. LIL, 274 pp. in 8vo. Weimar. 


Of the three volumes of this really valuable work, this laft is un- 
ueftionably the moft important, inafmuch as it contains, befides the 
Boiltles of St. John, the promifed Differtations on the charader, fyle, 
and theology of the beloved difciple of our Lord. In elucidating the 
Epittles, the author has adhered to the plan which he had adopted in 
revard to the other writings of St. John; each being preceded by an. 
Introduétion, after which follows the Tranflation, and, tn the laf place, 
the Grammatico-hiftorical Commentary. lbid, 
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


irene ee ee 


We know tiot very well what anfwer to give to certain 
thapfodical letters from St. John’s College, Cambridge, ex: 
cept to affure the author, that we fhall endeavour to do juftice 
to the works they mentioti. 


Theurgency of one or twocorrefpondents about the worké 
of themfelves or their friepds, can only be anfwered by the ge- 
neral aflurance, that our attention is not remitted, thovgh the 
confequence cannot alWays appear immediately. 





LITERARY INTELLIGENCE. 







The Hiftory of Swi, erland, by Mr. Planta, Principal Lie 
brarian of the Britith Mufeum, is now in the prefs, and will 
proceed rapidly to Publication. 


We underftand that an Oriental Society is about to be formed 
in this country, for the advancement of Oriental learning and 
[cience, 


Dr. Rennel is preparing for the.prefs g volume of magn 
written by his father, and {aid to be of great excellence, bot 
as to matter and ftyle. 


A very fplendid work on Architefure, lately publifhed at 
a expected very {peedily to arrive in this country. 
fifth volume of the Linnean Tranfaétions will appear ih 
Oétober ext. 
The Society of Antiquartes will foon pubjith a fine print of 
Mr. Townley’s fine Antique Helmet. 


Captain Turner, whofe interefting account of the Lama is 
inferted in the Afiatic Refearches, is preparing a complete ac-_ 
count of his Journey to Thibet, and refidence there. 


